Blessed Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary
Papczyński was born on May 18, 1631, in
Podegrodzie. After finishing his courses in
Jesuit and Piarist Colleges, he joined the Piarist Order in 1654. Ordained to the priesthood in 1661, he became famous as a gifted
educator of youth, illustrious preacher, wise
spiritual director, and also as an author of
works on spirituality and rhetoric. In 1673
Fr. Stanislaus founded the first Marian
monastery in Puszcza Korabiewska, known
today as Puszcza Mariańska. He was the
first to found in the Church a male Order
dedicated to the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nearly two
centuries before the proclamation of this
dogma. To his new Congregation he assigned three goals: promulgation of
devotion to the Immaculate Conception of
the B.V.M., prayerful assistance to Poor
Souls in Purgatory, and pastoral ministry, especially among people lacking pastoral
guidance. He died in the opinion of holiness on September 17, 1701, in Góra
Kalwaria near Warsaw. His remains were laid to rest at the Church of the Cenacle
of Our Lord. On September 16, 2007, the Church proclaimed him Blessed.

FROM “THE CRUCIFIED ORATOR” BY BLESSED STANISLAUS PAPCZYńSKI
My Christian, listen to your Master and Leader speaking from the pulpit of the
Cross. […] He asks for forgiveness of both the punishment and the guilt […] He
begs pardon] for those who betrayed Him, took captive, chained, dragged, mocked,
scourged […]
O immeasurable depth of clemency and mercy! Sinner, look what an excellent
example of loving enemies He gives you! He did all that for your own good! Cast
out at once from your heart the resentment that you hold against your adversary
or your enemy, and the most merciful God, who gazes upon you with greatest
kindness, will grant you the forgiveness of all your sins and will fill you with an
abundance of His grace. […]
O the happiest man, through love of enemies you obtain forgiveness of sins
and you are adopted as a son of God, also!
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INTRODUCTION
It is with great satisfaction that we give our readers another
work of Blessed Fr. Stanislaus Papczyński Orator Crucifixus – The
Crucified Orator –translated into English. This is a collection of
sermons on the Passion of Our Lord, which was first printed
through its author’s efforts in 1670, by the royal print shop Officina Schedeliana S.R.M. in Kraków, Poland.
The original work in Latin displays its title and author’s name
thus: Orator Crucifixus sive ultima septem verba Domini nostri
Iesu Christi, totidem piis discursibus exposita per R.P. Ioannem
Papczyński, Presbyterum Polonum (The Crucified Orator or Seven
Last Words of Our Lord Jesus Christ explained in the same number
of pious meditations by Reverend Father John Papczyński, a Polish
Priest). However, on the cover of the present publication the name
of its author is given as Blessed Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Papczyński since this is how modern-day readers know him. Father
Stanislaus did not give his religious name “Stanislaus of Jesus and
Mary,” as he was accustomed to do, but reverts to his baptismal
first name and calls himself “John Papczyński, a Polish Priest.” He
did so because of his personal circumstances at the time: In 1670
he had left the Piarist Order, but the new Marian Order, the
founding of which he had already declared, still remained in the
realm of planning. At that time, Fr. Papczyński resided in Kraków
and was subject to the Krakowian bishop Andrzej Trzebicki. It is
to that bishop that Fr. Papczyński dedicated a few lines in his new
book to express his gratitude for the bishop’s support. It is likely
that The Crucified Orator was ready for print before 1670 or still
during Fr. Papczyński’s membership in the Piarist Order, but he
did not get his superiors’ permission for its publication.
Also noteworthy is the fact that The Crucified Orator appears
on the list of works submitted for censorship of Fr. Papczyński’s
writings to the Sacred Congregation of rites as part of proce-
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dures in his beatification process. The decree issued by the Sacred Congregation on July 15, 1775, confirms the orthodoxy of
this work.
Probably, the main reason for writing this collection of sermons on the Passion of the Lord was a need to sensitize the
faithful to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, to raise their awareness
of its significance and its necessity for man and the entire creation. Undoubtedly, these sermons were meant for the Lenten
season. The author not only eloquently explains the “words of
Eternal Wisdom, ending His life in the human body with a sermon,” but adds that “If only one soul benefits from my effort,
that will be much fruit for me.” This brings to mind the Good
Shepherd from the Gospel who rejoices at retrieving his lost
sheep. Similarly, Fr. Papczyński passionately appeals to a single
person in need of spiritual help – each one of us individually –
but does so as if he were speaking before crowds. We may notice
that – guided by his pastoral solicitude – Fr. Papczyński puts
into the preparation of these sermons all of his passionate soul,
mind, and heart and validates his preaching by frequently quotating celebrated preachers from the history of the Church. To illustrate: At the conclusion of a meditation on the words of Christ
addressed to the Father about His tormentors (“They do know
not what they do”) the author says “O immeasurable depth of
clemency and mercy! Sinner, look what an excellent example of
loving enemies He gives you! He did all that for your own good!
Cast out at once from your heart the resentment that you hold
against your adversary or your enemy, and the most merciful
God, who gazes upon you with greatest kindness, will grant you
the forgiveness of all your sins and will fill you with an abundance of His grace.”
The author of The Crucified Orator addresses the readers
rather than listeners (“I invite you, kind reader of this discourse,”
in The Fifth Word). Although the book title says that it is a collection of “sermons” based upon the “seven last words of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” it undoubtedly has a character of meditations.
In his seven meditations, Fr. Papczyński ponders profusely the
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seven statements that Eternal Wisdom – Jesus Christ – made
upon the cross. Father Papczyński gives us the following topics:
– love of enemies and forgiveness of all wrongs “so that we
might in this most certain way receive the forgiveness and
remission of our sins” (The First Word: Forgiveness Is Obtained by Forgiveness);
– penance after the example of the good thief (The Second
Word: Heaven Is Attained by Penance);
– recourse to a sanctuary, shelter, safety, protection accorded
by Mary (The Third Word: The Most Clement Virgin Mary
is the Mother of Sinners. The Savior Entrusted Them to Her
as Sons in the Person of John);
– prayer that restores the sinner’s unity with God (The Fourth
Word: The power of prayer restores the sinner to communion
with God);
– total transformation of the sinners’ mind and conduct (The
Fifth Word: The Thirst for [the Salvation of ] Souls, which
Torments Christ, Mightily Contributes to their Conversion);
– perseverance in continuous conversion (The Sixth Word:
Penance reaches its full perfection if its attainment comes
with the end of one’s life);
– constant union with Christ as means to avoid falling back
into sinfulness (The Seventh Word: We Must Frequently Entrust Our Souls to Christ the Lord, Lest We Desire to Fall
Often Again and Again.
On the whole, it is possible to say that the author of The Crucified Orator treats this ascetic teaching “in such a way that it
might both bring forth repentance and produce amendment of
life” (The First Word). He emphasizes that the sinners should
not despair, because the Merciful God always provides the repentant sinners with the means for attaining salvation.
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The author writes in a style that was proper to the 17th century
Baroque: stately and ornate. Each meditation is supplemented
with numerous quotes from the Scriptures and their commentators, which is done to validate and illustrate his conclusions. The
text includes a large range of names of saintly Fathers of the
Church, ecclesial writers, adepts of the spiritual life, and hagiographers. Father Papczyński also resorts “sparingly” to secular authors: historians, chroniclers, and students of natural history. He
also evokes personages and events from Greek and roman mythology and recalls acts of penance of the champions of asceticism
of his times. The Baroque style, as well as numerous scriptural,
patristic, and theological quotations, is brightened up by the lively
narration that flows as if from the author’s personal reflections,
while various tropes and figures of speech make the narration ever
more illustrative.
From the time of the publication of this work by Blessed
Stanislaus in 1670, no reprints were produced until the present
day. For the first time, The Crucified Orator was retyped from
an old print and reproduced by mimeograph in rome, in 1959,
for the purpose of reviewing Fr. Stanislaus’s writings for his beatification. Next, in 1998, a critical edition of this short work in
its original Latin was published in Warsaw through the efforts
of Fr. Casimir Krzyzanowski, MIC. This text became the basis
for the present translation.
To close, I would like to extend my warm thanks to my young
and very gifted confrere Thaddaeus Lancton, MIC, for his enthusiasm and eagerness in translating this work from Latin. I
also would like to offer my deep gratitude to Ms. Kathleen Ward
and Mrs. Marina Batiuk for adapting it to modern English.
Andrew R. Maczynski, MIC
Vice-Postulator
for the Marian Canonization Causes
in North America and Asia

Front page of The Crucified Orator,
published in Krakow, Poland, in 1670, in its original Latin.

dedication page of The Crucified Orator,
published in Krakow, Poland, in 1670, in its original Latin.

In honor of the family coat of arms
Of the Splendid, Most Illustrious, and Venerable Father
ANDRZEJ TRZEBICKI1
The Bishop of Cracow, the Duke of Siewierz2,
This snowy color signifies the innocence of the Swan;
The sweet song denotes a gentle disposition.
In the unblemished white we recognize a pure life
And it is a pleasure to sing many times:
Long live the Swan!
O splendid, most illustrious and venerable Prince!
The snow-white heavenly Swan stretched upon the tree of fate
and with great sweetness singing before his death, which changed
his own natural color to scarlet by pouring out his blood, had to
be dedicated only to the Prince-Cardinal. Out of many, your Highness attracted my attention; what is more, you were the first to
stand before the eyes of your very humble client3. My eyes were
enticed also by your Highness’s ancestral Swan, and attracted by
the senatorial and Episcopal purple. The favors shown to our
1
Andrzej (zawisza) Trzebicki (1607-1679), whose coat of arms features a swan,
was a rector of the cathedral of Płock and cantor of Gniezno, as well as the royal
secretary to Ladislaus IV. In 1644, he was named canon of the Kraków cathedral
and the regent to the crown. From 1655, he was the bishop of Przemyśl; from
1659, the sub-chancellor of the crown; and in 1658 he became bishop of Kraków.
Besides the ecclesial matters, he was involved in politics and carried out the mission to Ferdinand III regarding help against the Swedes and Cossacks (1653). He
accompanied King John Casimir (Jan Kazimierz), when the latter was making his
famous vows. In 1674, representing the Primate of Poland, he presided over the
election of the king, during which John (Jan) Sobieski was chosen. devoted to the
Church and to the king, he enjoyed considerable trust. In fulfilling his ecclesial
duties, he was zealous. He visited his diocese, restored and rebuilt churches,
founded seminaries, and, being a well-known speaker, he preached sermons and
gave political speeches.
2
Siewierz was the capital city of the duchy of Siewierz, located in modern-day
southern Poland. On dec. 30, 1443, zbigniew Olesiński, the bishop of Kraków,
bought Siewierz from Waclaw I of Teschen, who was deeply in debt. Bishops of
Kraków became dukes of Siewierz. The territory constituted Silesian duchy and
was not a part of Poland. The city of Siewierz became the seat of the Bishops of
Kraków, who received the title of the duke of Siewierz.
3
The Latin cliens in this context is a liege, vassal, protégé or servant.
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printing lead to the conviction that this work coming from it is
mainly due to your favors. Besides, the author of these devout sermons, himself honored by the gracious patronage of your Highness, induced me to this work, so that this one book might testify
to the gratitude of two clients. Please accept with graciousness –
by which you are known, Most Illustrious and Venerable Prince
– this swan song of the dying upon the cross Author of life and
salvation for us all, and kindly keep me always in the shadow of
the wings of your ancestral Swan.
Most humble client of
your Most Illustrious and Venerable Highness,
Mikołaj Aleksander Schedel.

Greetings, most noble reader!
Caused by devout, but not audacious courage, guided by an
inner movement, I explained the last words of Eternal Wisdom,
ending His life in the human body with a sermon. I do not judge
my effort. I leave that to your honesty. I used the Sacred Scriptures along with commentaries. I took sparingly quotations from
secular literature and left them nearly in their original wording,
so that the glory of eloquence may remain with their authors. If
only one soul benefits from my effort, that will be much fruit for
me. Since I could have mentioned the works of a man, as of yet
unapproved by the holy Mother Church, therefore, I am doing
now as Pope Urban VIII instructed, namely: I submit the statements entirely according to his thought and will.
Live always happily and farewell.

THE FIRST WORD
CrUCIFIEd PrEACHEr

OF THE

“Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).
Forgiveness Is Obtained by Forgiveness.
Vespasian, the well-known [roman] emperor1, who through
his own talent obtained the distinguished office of the roman
magistrate, was so diligent and assiduous in carrying out the imperial duties that he often stated: “The emperor should die
standing.” Indeed, he breathed his last breath in no other way –
but while standing. What he maintained about the duty of the
emperor, I can say about the duty of the preacher: He must indeed conclude his words with his last breath and end his preaching with his life. Thus, Jesus, the Eternal Word and Preacher
from Heaven, while speaking and preaching from the pulpit of
the Cross, handed over His most holy Spirit to the Eternal Father.
At the exact moment that He finished preaching, He died.
St. [robert] Bellarmine2, a writer clothed in scarlet [as a Cardinal], having pondered this event with great devotion and deepest
respect, explained the statement of the Crucified Word and the
teaching that flows from the statement in this manner: “The
Word of the Eternal Father is Jesus Christ, about Whom this
same Father openly said: ‘Listen to him’ [Lk 9:35] and Who
clearly stated about Himself: ‘you have but one master, the Messiah’ [Mt 23:10]. In order to fulfill His office to the end, He not
only never ceased teaching while He was alive, but even while
dying, He preached a few words from the cathedra of the Cross,
but these were the most fiery, most useful, and most efficacious
words. Clearly, they are utterly worthy of being received into the
1

Vespasian (Titus Flavius Vespasian) – roman emperor (69-79 Ad).
St. robert Bellarmine (1542-1624), doctor of the Church; in 1560, he entered
the Jesuits and in 1599 was named cardinal.

2
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depths of the hearts of all Christians and to be safeguarded, examined, and in fact, put into action by deeds.”
In order that I might be of some help to those hearts devoted
to Christ, I resolved to explain more clearly, in a more pious
rather than sophisticated manner of speaking, the teaching of
our Master which He delivered from the pulpit of the Cross, as
well as to adapt [this teaching] to the salvation of souls in such a
way, that it might both bring forth repentance and produce
amendment of life.
So, I begin with the first word, which Luke the Evangelist received and which he placed in Chapter 23 of the book of the
deeds and words of our Lord: “Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do.” It must be learned from this [statement]
that we should love our enemies and forgive wrongs, so that we
might in this most certain way receive the forgiveness and remission of our sins. I will now develop this teaching further.
The prophet daniel recorded in Chapter Four that Nebuchadnezzar3, the King of the Assyrians [Babylonians], a man characterized by great pride, innocent neither of other faults nor criminal
acts, once saw in a dream quite a branchy and towering tree,
whose tip touched the sky and whose width stretched to the ends
of the earth. The tree also had the most beautiful leaves and
abundant fruit. Furthermore, different creatures and wild animals lived underneath it and the birds of the air nested in its
branches, and from it all flesh received their food (cf. dn 4:7-9).
As the sleeping king relished the sight of such a prominent tree,
behold, a messenger from heaven came running, shouting in a
shrill voice: “Cut down the tree and destroy it, but leave in the
earth its stump and roots, fettered with iron and bronze the grass
of the field; let him be bathed with the dew of heaven; and let
his lot be among wild beasts till seven years pass over him” (NAB
dn 4:20). Nebuchadnezzar, terrified at such a sudden and ominous destruction of this stately and beautiful tree, jumped out
3

Nebuchadnezzar, Babylonian King (604-562BC). He destroyed Jerusalem and
exiled the Israelites to Babylonia.
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of bed. He ordered to bring to him daniel, whom he knew well
to be the most experienced interpreter of dreams. The prophet
arrived and explained what had already been revealed to him by
God. He explained that the tree symbolized the king himself and
that his transformation into a wild animal signified that he would
be removed from the company of people and eat hay like the ox
in the open air among all the beasts. He would remain in that
state for seven full years, until he would recover his senses and
acknowledge that, “The Most High is sovereign over human
kingship” (dn 4:22). Since daniel loved Nebuchadnezzar dearly,
he advised the king to placate the wrath of God through alms,
so as to release him from this very harsh and humiliating punishment. If God would not repeal His most just decision, He
might at least mitigate the sentence that had been already passed. daniel told the king: “Atone for your sins by good deeds, and
for your misdeeds by kindness to the poor” (dn 4:24).
This tree, representing a very prideful Persian monarch, is
also an image of every sinner. Consequently, each one of them
should also apply to themselves the advice uttered by daniel:
“Atone for your sins by good deeds, and for your misdeeds by
kindness to the poor.”
However, not everyone has such a spirit of generosity, although he abounds in sin just as in wealth. On the other hand,
someone might greatly desire to atone for his offenses with generous alms, but cannot give away what he does not have, since
he himself is in need, as the extreme circumstances of his own
home nearly force him to beg for his own necessities.
Consequently, St. Augustine,4 presented with this problem,
thus addressed our topic of discussion: “It is possible that someone may be so poor that he has nothing from which to give alms,
but it is impossible that he has never been wronged by another.
If he whole-heartedly forgives all those who sinned against him
4

St. Augustine (354-430), born in Tagaste, in N. Africa. After a turbulent youth,
he became a Christian, a priest, and bishop of Hippo. After the 8th century, he
was the main authority in the western Church in the fields of theology and philosophy. He is a doctor of the Church and possesses the title, “doctor of Grace.”
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and does not hold hatred against anyone, but loves all as he loves
himself, there is not even a smallest doubt that these acts will be
credited to him as the greatest of alms.”
By these alms he will redeem his sins, and by this mercy he will
obtain mercy. O sinner, do you lack money with which you would
pay in full your debts contracted before God? But perhaps, you
are not lacking enemies, nor calumniators, nor detractors; you are
not lacking persecutors, nor adversaries, nor rivals. Forgive them
all, and God will forgive you. By your clemency, you will incline
Him to be merciful. Believe me, He will not allow you to outdo
Him in this. If you feel that you are generous to the poor, but merciless to adversaries, you will not abate with your generosity the
wrath of God, who is certainly more mollified by mercy. In vain
would you imitate Tobit5, if you do not emulate david6.
david – the mildest of kings – contemplating the multitude
of his vices, greatly dreaded the anger of the Lord. Therefore,
with a deeply perturbed spirit, he cried out: “There is no wholesomeness in my flesh because of your anger; there is no health
in my bones because of my sin. My iniquities overwhelm me, a
burden too heavy for me” (Ps 37:4-5). But when he remembered
the wrongs, which Saul, his mortal enemy, had heaped upon him
in great measure, and how, in the most opportune moment, he
nevertheless had not taken vengeance on Saul for those wrongs,
he eagerly renewed his hope to obtain God’s forgiveness. Now,
fearing nothing from the evil executors of divine justice, who
also are the most obstinate enemies of our souls, david finally
says to God: “If I have [...] plundered my enemy without cause,
let the enemy pursue me and overtake me [...] and lay my soul in
the dust.” (NAB Ps 7:5-6).
Oh, how many people we can find in this completely corrupt
world, whose sins surpass the number of [their] hairs, whose
misdeeds have exceeded all measure! So what would each of
them do to free themselves from the weight of their crimes? I do
5

The reference here is to generosity in the distribution of alms. Cf. Tt 2:16-22.
The author has in mind david’s abandonment of seeking vengeance upon
Saul. Cf. 1 Sam 24:1-20.
6
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not doubt that they would turn to St. Peter, because this Pontiff
was given the [power of ] binding and loosing the sinners. Christ
said to Peter: “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven” (Mt 16:19).
All is well, fortunate sinner. To Peter will I go with you. But
did you hear what Peter insists that we must do in this matter?
He says, “Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers7 a multitude of sins” (1 Pt 4:8). Peter advises
the best and not the most difficult of things. We can love one
another without undue annoyance or strenuous effort. However,
lest we might err in this love (because it can easily happen), St.
Gregory the Great stipulates for us the proper way to proceed8.
He stated: “Let no one, when he loves someone, think too quickly
that he possesses charity, unless he examines beforehand the
very motive of his love. For if he loves someone – but does not
love for God’s sake – he does not possess charity… For charity
is true, if the friend is loved in God and the enemy is loved for
God’s sake… Undoubtedly, therefore, he who for God’s sake
loves someone by whom he knows that he is not loved, possesses
charity” (hom. 38). Thus, according to Peter, “love covers a multitude of sins,” but – according to St. Gregory’s explanation –
only the love, with which one “loves enemies for God’s sake.” Sinners, love your enemies! do good unto those who hate you: Forgive, and you shall be forgiven!
Once a king called his servants to settle accounts, as our Savior told us in Matthew. Among them, “a debtor was brought before him who owed him 10,000 talents.” For a servant, that is a
huge and difficult to repay debt! Since the axiom accepted by the
experts in law was that whoever cannot pay back must suffer in
the body9, the king “ordered” this great debtor “to be sold, along
with his wife, his children, and all his property” and to place thus
7

Cf. Ps 85:3 and Ps 32:1.
This is an allusion to david’s abandonment of seeking vengeance upon Saul.
Cf. 1 Sam 24:1-20.
9
Corpore (corpus, corporis) – body, person, the inviolability of the body. Liberum
corpus – personal freedom.
8
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obtained money in his treasury. That servant would have been
miserable, had he not softened by his truly humble supplication
the heart of the king, who was by nature very much inclined to
clemency. Falling on his knees at the feet of the master, the servant implored him with this excellent formula of submission:
“Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.” And thus he
escaped: “The master had mercy on that servant, released him,
and forgave his debt.” This was a great grace, but did it find a
grateful heart? This was an extraordinary clemency, if only it had
not been granted to a cruel and most wicked man! For this nefarious rascal had hardly left the sight of the king, when he came
across “one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii [denarius – a small silver coin],” seized him right away, “and
started to choke him”, repeating time and again: “Give back what
you owe.” Pay back one hundred denarii, pay it back! This great
cruelty reverberated throughout the entire king’s court. Therefore, after the king had called back the good-for-nothing exactor
of debts, he was thrown into prison to suffer “until” he himself
“repaid his debt”, and fully redeem [his obligation]. To whom does
this parable apply? [It applies] to Christian sinners who contracted heavy debts before the Heavenly King, but who do not
want to forgive the slightest debt of their neighbors. Hence, flows
Christ’s horrifying admonition: “So will my heavenly Father do
to you,” just as that king did to the wicked servant, “unless each
of you forgives his brother from his heart” (Mt 18:23-29, 34-35).
Isidoro Chiari10, an exceptionally eloquent interpreter of the
Sacred Scriptures, thus elucidates the parable of our Lord Jesus,
saying: “Such is the law of the Heavenly Father: Wanting to have
opportunities for forgiveness, He allows offenses to occur among
men that all might have debtors, whom they must forgive, and
thus, He might be able to forgive us our greatest debts, which
we forgive others.” One could wonder, why among Christians
who ought to be connected by the bond of mutual love so that
all might have one heart and spirit, as it is written about the early
10

Isidoro Chiari († 1555), a great writer on biblical themes. In 1556, his commentary on the theme of the Sermon on the Mount in St. Matthew was published in Venice.
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Church in the Acts of the Apostles: “The multitude of believers
had one heart and one spirit” (Acts 4:32); why, I say, in our turbulent times, there are such disagreements, not to say such enmity, among Christians that it is scarcely possible to find anyone
who does not have an enemy or a persecutor? Chiari asserts that
this circumstance occurs according to divine Permission, so that
– by forgiving others – we also might obtain pardon from God.
“For He, desiring to have an occasion for forgiveness, allows offenses among men to happen, so that all of us might have some
debtors, whom we must forgive, so that He might forgive us our
greatest debts, which we have forgiven others” (Orat. 53 in Matt).
We, however, are so shamelessly mad that we prefer to be thrown
into hell rather than to bear patiently, to forgive, and to immerse
in the wounds of the Savior a sarcastic remark, a little contempt,
a light injury brought upon us. yet, at the same time, we cry out
daily to the heavenly Father, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us” (Mt 6:12). Therefore, either we must forgive, or, if we do not forgive, we must be lying
in the presence of God. But for what benefit? To multiply the
number of our debtors? That is absurd and the greatest madness.
rather, grant pardon even to those who do not seek it, so that –
by forgiving – we might receive forgiveness from God. We must
forgive so that we may be forgiven.
My Christian, listen to your Master and Leader speaking from
the pulpit of the Cross. What does He say? “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they are doing.” Consider each individual
word, how full of mystery they are! He urges the Father; He entreats the Father; He who so perfectly proved to be His Son that
He deserves to be fully heard. He asks to forgive His enemies’
crimes not to hush them up. He asks for forgiveness of both the
punishment and the guilt; [forgiveness] of such an enormous guilt
that the whole world never heard of anything more grievous. That
was a horrid, unparalleled, hateful, and immense crime, which surpassed all measure. For whom, however, does He beg pardon? [He
begs pardon] for those who betrayed Him, took Him captive,
chained, dragged, mocked, scourged: For those who laid sacrilegious hands on Him; who amassed the falsest testimony against
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Him; who judged Him worthy of all sorts of torture; who made
His head bleed from thorns; who defiled with spittle His brighter
than the sun face; who crushed Him with punches and blows; who
burdened His neck with chains; who scourged His entire body
from the soles of His feet to the crown of His head with wounds
and blows; for those, who accused Him – the innocent One – and
who demanded a degrading punishment for Him who is unmarred
by any crime. Barabbas – a murderer and a thief, they preferred
over Him; they passed His death sentence. He pleaded for those
who burdened Him with the heavy wood of the Cross and dragged
Him to the infamous courtyard of the guilty. They cruelly stripped
him of clothing, nailed Him to the Cross, placed Him between
thieves, gave Him gall and vinegar to drink when thirsty; they blasphemed Him when praying; they mocked Him in suffering. And
finally, they scorned Him as He pleaded with the eternal Father
for them! And yet, not only did He Himself forgive such brutal,
such nefarious, such vicious enemies, but He even reconciled them
with His eternal Father; and He does it with such kindness, such
unheard of clemency so as to more easily obtain pardon for them,
since He could not excuse the crime itself, He excuses their intention, He alleges their ignorance, He presents them as madmen who
thus did not act in deliberate malice: “For they,” He says, “do not
know what they do.”
O immeasurable depth of clemency and mercy! Sinner, look
what an excellent example of loving enemies He gives you! He
did all that for your own good! Cast out at once from your heart
the resentment that you hold against your adversary or your
enemy, and the most merciful God, who gazes upon you with
greatest kindness, who will grant you the forgiveness of all your
sins and will fill you with an abundance of His grace. Saint Augustine, doctor of the doctors [of the Church], having this in
mind, speaks to all of us: “I encourage you to love your enemies,
because I know that nothing is more useful for healing the
wounds of your sins. However great may be the labor of loving
your enemies, your reward will be great in the future. He who
loves enemies will be a friend of God: and not only a friend, but
also a son.”
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O the happiest man, through love of enemies you obtain forgiveness of sins and you are adopted as a son of God, also!
I urge you, therefore, together with the golden-mouthed
Bishop [St. John Chrysostom]11, who with the greatest patience
carried the most painful injuries imposed upon him by his worst
enemies; I beg you all, however many, who have adopted the
name of Christ, “that we might be obedient to the doctrine of
Christ, and having eliminated all hate and rancor from our souls,
sincerely love not only those who love us, but strive to love even
those who persecute us with hostility. Indeed, there is no other
way for us to be saved; on the contrary, let us strive to love even
more our enemies as the authors of so much good for us. This
way we will be able to obtain remission of our sins as well as to
lift our prayers to God from a contrite spirit and humble heart.”

11

St. John Chrysostom (c. 350-407), patriarch of Constantinople, renowned as
a preacher, was persecuted by the Empress Eudoxia and died in exile. He is one
of the great doctors of the Church in the East.

THE SECOND WORD
OF THE CrUCIFIEd OrATOr
“Amen, I say to you,
today you will be with me in Paradise” (Lk 23:43).
Heaven Is Attained by Penance.
Joseph, the son of Jacob the Patriarch, was particularly beloved by his father. For that reason, as well as on account of divine favors he received, he was hated by his brothers, and sold
by them to the Ishmaelites, who carried him into Egypt. There,
through the wickedness of the infamous wife of Potiphar, the
leader of Pharaoh’s army, he was thrown into prison. There were
with him two others, namely: the chief cupbearer and the prefect
of the royal bakers. To the first of them, after having heard the
account of his dream, he predicted the certain release. Thereupon Joseph asked the cupbearer not to forget his prophet when
he would be restored to his former honor. “So if you still remember,” he said, “when all is well with you, please do me the great
favor of mentioning me to Pharoah, to get me out of this place.
The truth is that I was kidnapped from the land of the Hebrews,
and I have not done anything here that they should have put me
into a dungeon” (Gen 40:14-15). It would seem that these words
should be firmly impressed upon [the cupbearer’s] soul, imbued
with such consolation and obliged by such entreaties. It might
have been so, if not for the even more prosperous fate that resulted from the restoration of his [former] honor that completely
erased them. “yet the chief cupbearer gave no thought to Joseph;
he had forgotten him” (Gen 40:23).
This is not how our redeemer acted, when He met by chance
the two companions of His punishment on the cross, both of
whom were thieves. As soon as He heard one of them pleading:
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Lk
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23:42), He immediately promised him, using the formula of a
solemn oath, that after a few hours, he would be taken up to Paradise with Him: “He replied to him, ‘Amen, I say to you, today
you will be with me in Paradise’” (Lk 23:42). What He said, He
did; what He promised, He fulfilled. That same day, He placed
the thief in Paradise. O most blessed of promises! With what effort was it acquired? Through penance. Then, this is the key,
with which sinners unlock for themselves the gate of heavenly
Paradise. Indeed, this is the battering ram, with which they break
through the gate, as I will explain more precisely.
After the progenitors of our race violated the precept of God
given to them, i.e., of not touching the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, they were expelled from the wonderfully beautiful,
verdant Elysian Kingdom1 into the valley of tears of this world.
With one sin they sealed forever the gate for themselves and for
their posterity. To this the sacred historian testified in these words
(NLT): “So the LOrd God banished them from the Garden of
Eden, and he sent Adam [out to cultivate the ground].” And to prevent these unfortunate exiles from reentering that blessed Homeland “He stationed the cherubim and the fiery revolving sword to
guard the way to the tree of life” (Gen 3:23-24)2. It is impossible
to force one’s entry into paradise through that type of guard either
by strength or by stealth, particularly for such mortals who have
added many sinful deeds to the original sin.
However, the exceptionally gifted Isidore3 asserts that by a
certain pious stratagem, any sinner can breach this strongly re1

Elysian Kingdom, Elysian Fields – in Greek and roman mythology – are the
regions of eternal spring and happiness, where the souls of the just stay after
death. The Elysian fields were supposed to be in Hades or in the western regions of earth. Cf. Virgil, Aeneid VI, 638ff.
2
In paradise there were two trees: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
and the tree or life. The fruit taken from the first tree caused the loss of paradise
and brought death to the first parents and to their entire progeny. The knowledge that is the settlement of what is good and evil belongs to God; the taking
of the fruit from the tree signifies that man himself desires to decide about what
is good and evil. The fruit from the tree of life, however, assured immortality.
God did not allow Adam and Eve after committing their sin to take the fruit of
the free of life and become immortal.
3
St. Isidore (c. 560-636), bishop of Seville in Spain, and doctor of the Church.
He reorganized the Church in Spain, whose blossoming in the 7th century stems
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inforced gate and reach the tree of life: That is, by transforming
himself into a Cherub equipped with a sword. He said, “The man
returns to God through the double-edged flaming sword, that
is, through the fire of temporal sufferings: by admitting his sins
and moaning over them; as well as through the Cherubim, that
is, through the fullness of knowledge, which is charity,” without
which there is no perfect contrition, which is the key to paradise.
Such a man will “arrive at the Tree of Life – Christ – and will
live forever.”
I will explain this idea of the learned doctor with an example
from the military history recounted by Paolo Giovio.4 Barbarossa5, a ruffian who belonged to the Muslim religion and later
became the King of Tunis in Africa, planned to capture the port
of Magona, which was under the rule of the Spanish. To make
this easier, he unfurled “in the sight of the defenders the banners
with Christian symbols and thus impersonated the imperial
navy.”6 Those [defenders], thinking that their own were approaching, having [already] put away their war machines as a
sign of exultation, admitted the enemy inside. By this trick, Barbarossa seized the port and soon the town beyond it.
Also (as the Jesuit Martino Martini7 recounts) the King of the
Asiatic Tartars, summoned by Usangeia— the keen and very
faithful General of the Chinese Emperor— to offer aid to his lord
against the rascal Licungzum, gave him this advice: “So that our
victory might be certain, I suggest that you command your soldiers to put on Tartar clothing and caps, and to shave their
heads. Thus, perhaps, the rascal would believe us all to be Tartars.” He did believe and fled in dread of such power.

from the “Isidorean renaissance.” His literary legacy comprised almost an encyclopedic range of knowledge.
4
Paolo Giovio (Iovius Paulus), bishop of Nocera, historian († 552); he left behind The History of Our Own Time in 45 books.
5
Barbarossa (Khair ad-din), famous pirat and admiral of the Ottoman fleet in
the years of 1533-1546.
6
Paolo Giovio, The History of Our Own Time, Book 38.
7
Matino Martini (1614-1661) was Austrian Jesuit and missionary in China
who wrote the history of China.
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Among the Poles, there was a goldsmith Przemysław – the
author of a ruse – who was soon made a Prince as a reward.
When the [Polish] armies had struck down in an ambush many
regiments of the Hungarians and Moravians, the Poles, dressed
in the equipment and clothing of the slaughtered soldiers, were
received as victors into the enemy camp. In this way, due to the
trick that assured success, they successfully deprived the enemy
of all their property8.
But you, sinners! do you desire to seize the paradise of delight? Imitate the Cherubim armed with the sword: seize the fire
of penance, which will make you resemble the guards of Paradise. Thus, having been recognized as the inhabitants of heaven,
you will be admitted to that heavily fortified gate. Thus you will
force your way through to the tree of life. “The man who turns
back to God…,” etc.9
In a divine vision, the prophet Ezekiel was escorted up to “a
very high mountain… there was something like a city built on
it” (Ez 40:2). The city gates to the East and to the North were
completely identical in terms of measurement and style (cf. Ez
40:6-27). radulfus [Ardens]10, observes that this [symbolism] has
a mysterious meaning. His opinion confirms my own thoughts.
For he says that the gates of the City shown to Ezekiel (which is
undoubtedly the Paradise) are equal for that reason that the just
who enter through the Eastern gate and the repentant sinners
who are admitted through the Northern gate, are equal to each
other. Indeed, although sinners have lost their original righteousness, they truly attain the state of the innocent through suitable fruits of penance. Hence, it follows from this [fact] that as
the Eastern gate is open to the just, the gate in the North is open
to sinners: They have the same access to Heaven as the just.
8
Martin Kromer (1512-1589) gives this information in: De origine et rebus
Polonorum libri XXX, Bazylea 1586, p. 22; Jan długosz (1415-1480) in: Historiae Polonicae Libri XII, t. I, Cracow 1873, p. 76-77 describes it as a ruse used
by the enemy.
9
Bl. Stanislaus is referring here to the quote of Isidore above.
10
radulfus; Bl. Stanislaus is most likely referring to the preacher in the 12th
century, who left behind a collection of homilies entitled, In epistolas et evangelia dominicalia.
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Here, I quote the most learned interpreter. He says, “In Ezekiel
the gate to the North possesses all the same attributes as the gate
to the East. For all who have persevered in innocence since birth
have the gate to the East. For the light, which they received, has
enabled them to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. But all, who have
fallen later into sin, were rendered numb with cold. If, however,
they return through penance, they have the gate to the North,
because to them also, after the numbness of sin, the entrance to
the Kingdom is opened by means of mercy.”
For a better understanding it must be known that among the
sacraments of the Church there are two which are the keys with
which we open Heaven for ourselves: namely, Baptism and
Penance. The sacred Council of Trent indeed teaches that in Baptism, “men are thus made innocent, immaculate, pure, free from
sin, and acceptable to God… so that nothing might delay them
from entering heaven directly: ‘since it is the promise of Eternal
Truth: Whoever believes, and shall have been baptized, will be
saved’” (Mk 16:16).11 On the other hand, Penance burns away and
purifies the sins committed by those who have fallen after Baptism, so that – being restored to their original splendor – they are
deemed worthy of Heaven. Accordingly, this is called Baptism in
both Sacred Scripture as well as in the words of the holy Fathers,
because just as Baptism opens Heaven for those reborn by water,
so does Penance [open Heaven] for those brought back to life by
grace. Consequently, the Eastern gate of Heaven lay open to the
just and the pure, and likewise the gate to the North lay open to
the contrite and repentant sinners. Therefore, the gates are seen
by Ezekiel to be similar in every respect, in order that we might
acknowledge that sinners – if they perform serious penance – are
equally filled with the gifts of heavenly glory, as those who have
not marred with any crime their original innocence.
O sinners! Grab this blessed key of Penance, lest only the innocent enjoy Heaven. Baptism opens Heaven to them; for you,
as long as you desire, Heaven may be opened by Penance. “For
all who have persevered in innocence from birth…” etc12.
11
12

Council of Trent (1454-1563), Session V, Decree on Original Sin.
Bl. Stanislaus is here repeating the quote of radulfus Ardens.

THE SECONd WOrd

29

We said that Penance opens Heaven; but it remains to be
proven that we may conquer Heaven by Penance. John, the forerunner of the eternal Sun, attracted a great number of people of
different states and genders, after he had begun to spread the rays
of his teaching upon the Jordan river. He indeed illumined them
in such a way that, having seen the darkness of their sins, they
urged him to teach how to avoid them. “What then should we do?”
(Lk 3:10). Then, seeing no other certain or solid way of recovering
the light of grace than penance, he exhorted them all to penance
with brief but efficacious words. He said, “Produce good fruits as
evidence of your repentance” (Lk 3:8). Indeed, he persuaded the
wealthy, but not particularly generous to the poor, to holy almsgiving. He said, “Whoever has two tunics should share with the
person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise”
(Lk 3:11). He also hurled reins on the avarice of the tax collectors:
“Stop collecting more than what is prescribed” (Lk 3:13). Finally,
to the soldiers, of whom great many indeed plundered and oppressed the poor to have means for a life of revelry and squandered the possessions of the defenseless on luxurious banquets
and disgusting drinking bouts, John spoke in this manner: “do
not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages” (Lk 3:14).
This sermon of the Voice crying out in the desert was so effective, that it incited virtually entire legions of sinful men to storm
Heaven by penance. To this Heavenly Truth Himself has testified
with great eloquence in these words recorded by Matthew: “From
the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent are taking it by force” (Mt 11:12).
Explaining this testimony, the learned interpreter Cornelius
[a Lapide, SJ]13, says: “Sinners, such as the publicans, prostitutes,
and Gentiles by the ardor of spirit and repentance wrest, snatch,
and carry off the kingdom of Heaven even from the Pharisees
and Jews themselves who thought that the kingdom belonged to
them alone as sons of Abraham.”
13

Cornelius a Lapide (1567-1637), renown exegete and greatly erudite in the
field of Sacred Scriptures: Commentaria in Quattor Evangelia, Vol. 5, Teurinirome 1931.
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Indeed, as the mellifluous Ambrose14 teaches, “We force the
Lord not by coercion, but by tears; not by provoking insults, but
by tearful supplication; not by blasphemy stemming from pride,
but by mourning in humility.”
O powerful and efficacious battering ram of Penance that inflicts violence upon God, seizes Heaven, and conquers Paradise!
An eloquent account from history helps elucidate this. Magdeburg, the noblest and wealthiest town situated on the Elbe, grew
slowly powerful (due to its favorable location, as Florus the German15 affirms), a fact which was often disagreeable to the roman
Emperors16, as it had frustrated their efforts and preserved its
independence intact17 for many centuries. But the industrious
Tyllius the Great18, a famous Catholic warrior, wanted to deprive
the rebellious city [of its freedom] by order of Emperor Ferdinand II, whose authority it rejected. He surrounded it with a
great army, and having stripped it of its bulwarks, pressed by
hunger and destroyed by missiles, he endeavored to force it to
surrender. At that point, the citizens, already afflicted with many
evils, were more desirous of the clemency of the victor than to
experience the ruin of the city and intended to hand themselves
over to him on whatever conditions. Therefore, they sent a trumpeter to Tyllius. While the matter unexpectedly slowly dragged
on, another participant in the siege, Papenheimius, the strongest
and most pugnacious soldier, eager for glory and perhaps also
for booty, enflamed his own [companions] to the destruction of
the enemy city. Baptist Burg recounts that he said: “How long,
fellow soldiers, will this rebellious city elude your power? Can it
14
St. Ambrose (ca. 335-397), bishop of Milan and doctor of the church. He induced the emperor Theodosius in 390 to perform penance for the massacre of
the Thessalonians.
15
Most likely this was the name of the German historian Peter Baptiste Burg,
describing the Swedish-German War (Thirty years War).
16
roman Emperors here refer to the emperors of the Holy roman Empire (i.e.,
modern Germany).
17
In Latin, illibatam virginitatem (intact virginity). In the old German language,
“magad” signifies “virgin.” This is the etymology of the name for the city of Magdeburg.
18
Johann T. Tilly (1559-1632), a famous leader of the armed forces of the Catholic League in the Thirty years War.
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be that we will spend our entire life besieging this city? Will the
unpunished citizens of Magdeburg bargain with us? They, who
have caused us so much aggravation, will save their homeland,
their homes, and their gold. We, who exhaust ourselves with so
many labors in this siege, will we leave without a prize? So it will
be, soldiers. Behold, even now, they send back our trumpeter.
They surrender to Tyllius on fair conditions, but we are defrauded of deserved spoil and plunder. Will we – with our spirits
crestfallen – carry home our tattered clothes and wounded bodies? Why should we not rather acquire these two cubits of clay
entrenchment, before they reach an agreement? Let us invade
the helpless populace, paving our way with the sword! The only
effort will be to ascend the rampart: The rest – the murder of the
powerless, the laying waste of houses – is the consolation; jewels
[and] wealth, with which the people of Magdeburg abound, will
be our reward. Well, soldiers, onward! Follow my lead! Let us not
suffer [such] treachery to be without punishment, our injuries
to be without vengeance, nor our labors to be without reward”
(Book 2). He finished speaking, and doing exactly what he had
convinced them to do, he took out his sword. He entered the
moat first, and having overcome its fortifications, encamped opposite the entrenchment. The soldiers, with equal alacrity, followed the leader and occupied the lower part of the entrenchment.
They soon advanced to the higher part from which they toppled
off the people of Magdeburg. When Falchenberg, who had resisted with greater success and had already begun to repel the imperial troops, fell dead from the lead armaments, they seized,
plundered, and burned the city.
I empathize with the fate of the people of Magdeburg. But I
believe that there is no other way that we can conquer that heavenly City which had been shown to the Prophet of revelation as
the New Jerusalem. Behold, the brave leader, St. John the Baptist
calls us to this by his words and deeds! With his face emaciated
by fasting, his eyes sunk deeply into his head, [clothed] in camel
hide, barefoot, pale, exhausted, but filled with an abundance of
the Holy Spirit, he preached the Baptism of repentance. He provides the battering ram for storming Heaven. He shows that it
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[Heaven] must be seized by great violence: by beating it with
sighs, breaking into it with fasting, and purchasing release from
its guards through pious almsgiving. If such a holy stratagem
fails, it is necessary to gain access through the emaciation of our
bodies, that is through the mortification of those body parts that
fight against our souls.
He who brings worthy fruits of penance, enters the Kingdom
of Heaven as a violent captor; nor does God Himself dare to nor
can oppose him, because He obliged Himself under such an oath
[recorded] in Ezekiel: “As I live, says the Lord God, I swear I take
no pleasure in the death of the wicked man, but rather in the
wicked man’s conversion, that he may live.” Therefore, “Turn,
turn from your evil ways! Why should you die, house of Israel?”
(Ez 33:11).
O sinners, for whose sake the Son of God became incarnate,
suffered, was crucified, and died! Why do you wish to be damned
rather than to be saved? If your sins forbid you access to Heaven,
take up the battering ram of penance and you will shatter these
bolts. you will open up for yourself by force the access to the
empty seats of Angels who were banished from there. do not
hesitate, for you will obtain it, since one from the clan of thieves
has already obtained it.
He was hanging on the gibbet to the right of our crucified Savior, and perhaps he heard Him beseeching the Eternal Father for
His enemies. Thus he began to think and consider within himself:
“That One is without blemish, free from sin,”19 entirely just and
innocent, and nevertheless, is afflicted with dreadful punishment.
Thereafter, with this stronger light having come upon him, he acknowledged his worst crimes, for which he had been condemned
to a temporal death, although [would have been] condemned to
an eternal one. despite assenting to the Hebrews, with whom he
briefly had hurled blasphemies against the kindest Jesus, yet
meanwhile, being changed by the sudden effulgence of the neighboring Sun, he recanted what he had earlier said. Boldly, he criti19

Cf. Horatio, Song I, 22:1: Integer vitae scelerisque purus.
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cized his companion in punishment and blasphemy, reprimanding
him: “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to the same
condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned justly, for
the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, but this man
has done nothing criminal” (Lk 23:40-41).
Thief! Have the courage to say even more! This innocent one
whom you defend is God: He is your redeemer; for you He undertakes willingly these sufferings that you admire. In fact, why
do you not rather reconcile with Him by a mighty supplication?
do this by saying: “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom” (Lk 23:42). Was he [the thief ] not able to conquer
by these words the most humble heart of the Lord? Indeed, he
conquered! The good Lord granted the guilty one [pardon] of
his sin. “Amen, I say to you, you will be with me in Paradise.”
Hearing these words, St. John Chrysostom,20 filled with much
admiration, explains: “That Thief21 bought the salvation of the
world from the Cross; this thief steals the heavenly kingdom and
inflicts violence upon the divine Majesty.” How does he do this?
[He does this] through sincere, though belated, penance. recognizing his own sins, he feels contrition and, being filled with
humility, he confesses to Jesus, the High Priest, crucified with
him. Therefore, the aforementioned doctor encourages us again
in other words: “did you see the thief and the captor of paradise,
who did not forget his trade even on the cross, but stole the
Kingdom through his own confession?” Thus St. Cyprian of
Carthage22, Bishop and Martyr, considering him [the thief ] to be
the most fortunate, says: “Through his confession, the thief merited on the cross not only forgiveness, but he became a friend of
Christ. He was sent to Heaven before others and was made a
20

Cf. First Word, footnote 11.
The author is using the word “thief” in reference to Jesus and to the thief
crucified with Him. He has in mind a double analogy: both are on the cross
and both acquire salvation – Jesus for the entire world, the thief for himself.
22
St. Cyprian (ca. 200 or 210-258), bishop of Carthage, martyr. Combatting
heresy, he was an advocate for the unity of the Church. He wrote, among other
works, On the Unity of the Catholic Church (De Catholicae Ecclesiae unitate).
He is the author of the famous quote, “One cannot have God as Father who
does not have the Church as mother.”
21
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sharer in the kingdom. Through his confession he has been
made companion in the martyrdom.”
This thief taught us that penance unseals or rather conquers
heaven: He taught us to steal, to rob, and to snatch the immortal
riches. And so, I conclude with Augustine: “For we know that it
[i.e., this grace of complete pardon] was granted not only to him.
For when Christ the Lord graciously released such a guilty offender, He gave a pledge for the human race so that the absolution
of one in despair might be the comfort and hope for all people and
so that the personal gift might spread for the benefit of all.”

THE THIRD WORD
CrUCIFIEd OrATOr

OF THE

“He said to His mother, ‘Woman, behold your son.’
Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother’”
(Jn 19:26-27).
The Most Clement Virgin Mary is the Mother of Sinners.
The Savior Entrusted Them to Her as Sons
in the Person of John.
I congratulate the chastest John this happiness that to him, a
virgin, our Lord, dying on the Cross, entrusted His Virgin
Mother. At the same time, I greatly rejoice that all kinds of sinners were entrusted as sons to the same most loving Mother of
God through the person of John. Indeed, Cornelius, the learned
commentator on the divine Word, addressing the Most Holy
Mother in these words, as if speaking for Christ: “O Mother!
Henceforth, be a courageous and magnanimous woman: In my
stead, be the foundation, the rock, and the pillar of My Church,
so as to avert and disperse the storms of trials arising against Her
[i.e., the Church] by your steadiness, counsel, and prayer – not
only now, but ever hereafter for all centuries to come, until the
end of the world.”
Sinners, be of good cheer! The crucified Jesus entrusts His
Church to His sweetest Mother: I say, that Church, “in which,”
on the testimony of Gregory the Great1, “evil men with good
men, reprobate with the elect, have been mixed together.” For it
must be accepted that this way our Lord commended you, the
evil men, and the good ones in the person of John: He gave her
to you as a gracious Mother.

1

Pope St. Gregory I (c. 540-604) wrote many books including the Dialogues,
revised the liturgy and is the supposed origin for what is today called Gregorian
Chant. He is honored by the Eastern Orthodox Church as well.
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“He said to His Mother, ‘Woman, behold,’” (pointing to each
one of us, the good as well as the evil), ‘your son.’ Afterwards,
[He said] to the disciple: (no doubt, to each man, the just as well
as the sinner) ‘behold your Mother.’”
Hence, the very devout richard of Saint-Laurent2, a remarkable venerator of the Mother of God, remarking on the place
where she stood beneath the Cross of Jesus, very clearly corroborates my own thought in these words: “Christ, as He was dying,
had her,” namely, His Most Immaculate Mother, “to His north,
which signifies sinners. It is as if He was saying that with her as
mediator, He would extend His merciful right hand to frozen
[i.e., hardened] sinners.” So it is rare among men overwhelmed
with many sins that they would not feel that they deserve eternal
punishment. Therefore, please understand with what singular
zeal of filial love and with what burning devotion one ought to
surround the Virgin Mother, because one not only can but must
anticipate certain salvation from her clemency.
A matter much worthy of mention – and not alien to my statement – is recorded by the Apostle-Prophet in the 12th chapter of
his revelation. He says there that he was shown a Woman “clothed
with the Sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a
crown of the twelve stars;” she was about to give birth. However,
there was also a dragon, full of vigilance, waiting to devour the
beloved Offspring of the Woman, as soon as He was delivered into
the world. However, the heavenly Woman gave birth without any
danger to the male child – a Son. To be taken away from the
dragon’s jaws, “the child was caught up to God and his throne. The
woman herself fled into the desert” (rev 12:5-6).
At that moment, Michael, the Commander of God’s Army burst
forth from the heavenly court. Attacking the dragon with his legion, he overwhelmed, evicted, and thrust him down to the earth.
With utmost reluctance, the ancient serpent accepted the defeat inflicted upon him by the auxiliary forces of the heavenly
2

richard of Staint-Laurent († ca. 1245), famous for his Mariale work, where
he gives the reasons for which all ought to serve Mary.
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Woman. Henceforth, he again pursued her with renewed strength.
But she timely received two wings from heaven and flew again
into the desert. The inspired Prophet writes: “When the dragon
saw that it had been thrown down to the earth, it pursued the
woman who had given birth to the male child. But the woman was
given the two wings of the great eagle, so that she could fly to her
place in the desert” (rev 12:13-14).
In this remarkable Woman – crowned with a starry diadem,
girded with the light of the sun, with her sacred feet resting upon
the moon instead of a footstool, possessing great wings – most
pious writer, Bernadino de Busti3 wants us to see no other than
the Virgin Mother of God, the special Patroness and Advocate
of the just but also of the much more numerous sinners. So, he
thus explains this vision of John: “The most Blessed Lady protects us under her wings and shields us from ambush. She is the
Woman to whom were given the great wings. One is the wing of
mercy, under which sinners take refuge, so that they can be reconciled with God. The second is the wing of grace, under which
the just stand, so that they might persevere in grace.”
But why is the first wing intended for protecting sinners, and
only the other one for the just? Perhaps for this reason: Because
the just can easily obtain the grace of God for themselves, since
they are nearly always in the state of grace. On the other hand,
through sin, sinners became enemies of God; so how then can
their prayers be efficacious, if God does not listen to sinners?4 This
task was thus entrusted to the Blessed Virgin, so she would more
frequently and more fervently intercede before God and her most
beloved Son, practically for sinners only. Therefore, St. Germanus5, Patriarch of Constantinople, referencing this matter with
great devotion, says: “With your Son, you enjoy the confidence
and influence of a Mother, but we are condemned and do not dare
3

Bernadino de Busti († 1513/1515), famous Franciscan preacher, in his work
Mariale he included sermons for Marian sermons.
4
Cf. Jn 9:31; Is 1:15; Prv 15:29.
5
St. Germanus († 733), patriarch of Constantinople, was the author of seven
Marian homilies, which are extremely important for understanding the Mariology of those times.

38

STANISLAUS PAPCzyńSKI ✥ e Cruciﬁed Orator

to gaze upon the vastness of Heaven. By your intercession and advocacy, therefore, you make us members of the household of God.
you grant salvation, and you free us from eternal punishment.”
Surely, God Himself wanted to draw our attention to this,
speaking to sinners thus: “See now that I, I alone, am here, and
there is no god besides me. It is I who bring both death and life, I
who inflict wounds and heal them, and from my hand no one can
deliver” (dt 32:39). The erudite richard [of Saint-Laurent] quite
cleverly arranged the words of God into the form of a conversation. Some are assigned to Christ the Lord, the Judge of Sinners,
and others are attributed to His Mother, the sinners’ advocate. For
our own immense comfort, he reasons in the following manner:
“Often, those condemned by the justice of the Son, are set free by
the mercy of the Mother: So it would seem as if the justice of the
Son, and the mercy of the Mother are in disagreement. It is as if
the Justice would say: ‘I will slay and wound.’ The Mercy of the
Mother would then respond: ‘And I will bring back to life and heal.’
The mercy of the Mother still adds: ‘And there is no one to pluck
from my hand.’” Concluding this dialogue, the inquisitive Father
incites and encourages the sinner to flee to Mary for refuge as for
a most certain haven from the wrath of God. richard exclaims,
“Therefore, may you flee to the protection of her hand, and there
is nothing to be feared,” absolutely nothing at all: not the violence
of the accuser, nor the magnitude of the infernal tortures, nor the
eternal prison of the condemned.
O most powerful and most tender City of refuge! Under
whose protection there is nothing for the sinner to fear, nothing,
nothing at all! O Mother, you are much more merciful than can
be said or thought! The guilty sons of Adam are received into
your bosom6, immune from all fear and danger of eternal death,
and they obtain the assurance of a blessed Eternity.
Indeed, the goodness and kindness of the Lord our God have
no limits. Therefore, so that He never has to chastise or destroy
us, who shamefully have fallen, according to the rigor of His severe
6

In Latin, gremium means the bosom, lap, or womb of a woman.
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justice, in His solicitude He gave us the Virgin Mary as our intercessor before Him, just as for the Hebrews He had prepared Esther
to be an intercessor before the king of the Medes and Persians.
Haman, the favorite court official, stained with numerous crimes,
desired to indulge his hatred for Mordecai, a true Israelite. Thus,
he persuaded the king (by the name of Ahasuerus), that all the
Jews who were within his provinces be murdered on one and the
same day. Before long the ominous decree of that horrendous and
godless massacre was announced in the royal city. Soon the decision was published regarding the wealth and the lives of such miserable people who, full of desperation and fear, grieved, wailed,
lamented, and in the face of such violence fell from moaning and
pain. “The courtiers set out in haste at the king’s command; meanwhile, the decree was promulgated in the royal precinct of Susa.
The king and Haman then sat down to drink, but the city of Susa
was thrown into confusion” (Est 3:15).
But behold, for those who lost all hope the hope did unexpectedly shine forth. The Queen Esther, Hebrew by race, was made
aware by Mordecai of that calamity [awaiting] her race. She turned
to the king with such efficacious requests for reversing the edict,
that not only was the cruel edict suddenly abolished, but in addition the author of the decree was punished by hanging: “So they
hanged Haman on the gibbet which he had made ready for
Mordecai, and the anger of the king abated” (Est 7:10).
Esther, a woman liberator of the Jews, is a type of the most
gracious Queen of Heaven and Earth, the Advocate of sinners.
For who of us does not know that an eternal sentence of punishment has been laid upon sinners? God says, “Only the one
who sins shall die” (Ez 18:20). By what kind of death? Eternal
[death], as the terrible Judge proclaims the fatal sentence in
Athanasius’s symbol of faith7: “Those who have done evil will go
into the eternal fire.”
O sinners! O the desperate! Where, where will you escape before such a terrible and ill-fated sentence? Is there anyone who
7

St. Athanasius the Great (ca. 295-373), Patriarch of Alexandria, doctor of the
Church.
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will set you free from it? Who will acquit you [of your sins]? Will
it not be this “untarnished, totally pure Virgin, the Mother of
God, the Queen of all, the Hope of the despondent?” For thus
does St. Ephrem8 the Syrian regard her.
Her venerator, St. Bernard9 bids every sinner to flee to her and
says: “If you are troubled by the enormity of your sins, confused
by the foulness of your conscience, terrified by the horror of the
Judgment, so that you begin to be swallowed up by the pit of sadness, the abyss of despair, think of Mary! In dangers, in straits,
in perplexity, think of Mary, call upon Mary,” for she is our neighbor and our own kinswoman; she is of our family. She will heed
us more easily than the angered God; in fact, she reconciles us
with Him.
Hugo of St. Victor10 says the same: “If you must pray and are
afraid to approach God, direct your gaze upon Mary. There, you
will not find anything to be feared: you see one of your own family.”
Saint Ildephonse11, an exceptional venerator of the Virgin,
adds, “Now come with me to the Virgin, lest without her, you
will get speedily into Hell. Come: Let us hide under her mantle
so that you would not be covered with shame as with a robe.”
Bernadino de Busti exclaims, “O sinner! do not allow yourself
to plunge into the abyss of despair, but hasten with confidence
to this most powerful and most merciful Advocate. She will run
to your aid without delay, because she is able to do so.” Furthermore, she must do so, but for what reason? For in [the person
of ] John, sinners were entrusted to her as sons.
8

St. Ephrem the Syrian (ca. 306-373) from Nisibis. He has the title of the Marian doctor as the author of hymns in honor of the Mother of God. He left behind a vast literary legacy.
9
St. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1141) is a doctor of the Church and a great
devotee of Mary. He is named the “Pillar of the Church.”
10
Hugo of St. Victor (ca. 1096-1141) lived in Paris and was a philosopher, theologian, and a mystic. He was one of the main representatives of the so-called
Victorian school.
11
St. Ildefonsus (617-667), bishop of Toledo, is the author of the work De virginitate S. Mariae contra infideles (Conerning the Virginity of Mary against
the Unbelievers), which is foundational for all the Marian literature of Spain.
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I have no doubt that “everyone wants to know” why the Most
Blessed Virgin Mary, predicted in various forms by the wisest
King12 guided by the Holy Spirit, was also shown to him in the
form of the moon. Upon setting his eyes on her, the king asked,
“Who is this that comes forth like the dawn, as beautiful as the
moon, as resplendent as the sun?” (Sg 6:10) We shall understand
this mystery if we remember that God, when creating the moon,
imposed upon it the duty “to rule the night” [Gen 1:16], as He had
fixed it in the heavenly firmament. What do you think the word
“night” symbolizes? The sinners. Paul, formerly Saul, confessed
this frankly, writing to the Ephesians in this manner: “For you were
once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord” (Eph 5:8).
Augustine, who later became an eminent Saint, was not ashamed to confess before God that he was such [darkness] as he wrote:
“Before the eyes of my vanity, there were great and dark clouds,
such that I was not able to see the Sun of Justice and the light of
Truth. I was enveloped in darkness, as a son of darkness: I loved
my darkness, because I did not know the light. I was blind, and I
loved blindness, and I walked toward darkness through darkness”
(Soliloquia, Ch. 38).
Finally, who will doubt that in the Sacred Scriptures the night
is frequently compared to sinners, if he takes at least a look at
one ray of the Sun from Clairvaux which illumines the Sacred
Page? Saint Bernard says, “The night is the treachery of the Jews.
The night is the ignorance of the Pagans. The night is the heretical perversity; likewise even now the night is the carnal and animal manner of the life of Catholics. And is it not night then,
when what is from the Spirit of God is not received?”
“Whoever says he is in the light, yet hates his brother, is still in
the darkness… He walks in darkness and does not know where he
is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes” (1 Jn 2:9-11).
Thus sees [darkness] Christ’s beloved Apostle. Therefore, if sinners are the night, then the light for them is provided by the Most

12

Bl. Stanislaus is here referring to Solomon.
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Holy Virgin, whose very name means an Illuminator13. She “comes
forth” from the face of God “as the rising dawn, bright as the sun.”
Note how emphatically and beautifully the roman Pontiff, Innocent III,14 develops this [theme] when he says, “Mary is ‘the
rising dawn, beautiful like the moon, bright as the Sun.’ The
moon shines at night, the morning star at daybreak, the sun in
the day. However, the night is sin, dawn is penance, and the day
is grace. Then whoever is in night, may he gaze at the Moon and
entreat Mary, so that she might inspire his heart to repentance.
For was there anyone who has called upon her during the night
and was not heard by her?”
She transformed Mary the Egyptian15 from being a vessel of
disgrace into a vessel of glory. She snatched Theophil16 out of
the power of the devil and sent him on to heaven. Through a
sudden blindness she brought into the light of initiated penance
Wilhelm17, the duke of Aquitaine, who – after an earnest conversion – had inadvertently sunk into the world of darkness.
I would run out of days trying to count the examples of those
who, turning to this Moon from the night of sins, were restored
to the light of grace by this Moon. yet it is also for the benefit of
sinners that the Virgin Mary is not only “as beautiful as the moon”,
but also as “bright as the Sun.” richard of Saint-Laurent demonstrates that, “The sun is so generous that it never turns its rays
away from any creature, however foul and filthy, if only it be exposed to its action... Similarly, Mary will not divert her tender gaze
even from the most wretched sinner who faithfully calls upon her.”
And why would she turn away, since each individual sinner was
entrusted to her as a son in John: “Woman, behold your son”?
13

Among the various etymologies for the name of „Mary,” Bl. Stanislaus advocates the translation, “Illuminator.”
14
Innocent III († 1216), pope. The text is taken from the sermon on the Solemnity of the Assumption of the BVM.
15
Mary had to intercede for her for the grace of conversion. Cf. the account in
Bibliotheca Sanctorum (BS), I-xIII, rome 1961-70, v. VIII, p. 982-984.
16
The verification of the story is found in BS, v. xII, p. 340.
17
Most likely Bl. Stanislaus is referring to St. William of Maleval († 1157), although nothing is known about his blindness.
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Come here, despairing sinner! you, who already are sinking
to the bottom of hell under the weight of your sins, and think
that your salvation has been lost; come here, hasten to the feet
of Mary: “Behold your Mother.” Why do you hesitate? What do
you fear? Why do you fall into fright? do you hear John Baptist
Spagnoli18, known for his holiness, Virgil of Mount Carmel, singing of her tenderness?
“In adversities she is our communal Haven,
She grants you the grace even before you ask her.
She extends her maternal arms to the miserable.”
God, the Father of mercies, desires that – after Him – we place
all our hope of eternal life in this Mother of ours. For He has already spoken about this to St. Catherine of Siena19, that prodigy
of sanctity, the illustrious star of the dominican Family: “Out of
my Goodness and respect for the Incarnate Word, it was granted
to Mary, the glorious Mother of my only Begotten Son, that no
one, whether righteous or sinner, who flies to her in devout veneration would be plundered or devoured by the infernal demon in
any manner. For she has been chosen, prepared, and ordained by
me as the sweetest bait for catching men and especially sinners.”
Therefore, I conclude with the words of Fulbert of Chartres20:
“Let sinners come to her, beating their sinful chests with interior
weeping; and they also will receive their desired forgiveness if
they truly repent.”

18
Bl. John Baptist Spagnoli from Mantua († 1516), entered the Carmelites and
gained a reputation as an excellent poet due to his seven books Parthenicae
devoted to the BVM. One of the imitators of Vergil in the time of the renaissance.
19
St. Catherine of Siena (1347-1380) is a doctor of the Church (who wrote “The
dialogues”) and a mystic. She took active part in the public affairs of the
Church and belonged to the Third Order of the dominicans.
20
Fulbert of Chartes (ca. 960-1028) was a bishop, an author of Marian sermons,
of theological and literary treatises and of poetic songs. He renewed the famous
theological school at the Cathedral in Chartres, which was the cultural center
in France.
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“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mt 27: 46)
The Power of Prayer Restores the Sinner
to Communion with God.
Just like wicked Calvin1 smells of blasphemy in the entirety of
his teachings, he likewise reveals himself as exceedingly impious
and blasphemous, – as Cornelius a Lapide observes – in his explanation of the eternal Word’s sigh to the eternal Father. For he
[Calvin] aﬃrms that Christ the Lord uttered a cry of despair; and
– as it was allegedly true – being stripped of His omnipotence, He
was not able to do anything for His own salvation. For this the
Jewish priests mocked Him, saying: “He saved others, he cannot
save himself” (Mt 27:42).
What an abominable blasphemy! What a foolish and heinous
interpretation of Sacred Scripture! Indeed, St. Leo the Great2
comments on this word of our Lord more wisely and venerably.
He says “at cry is not a complaint but a teaching.” For when
His Incarnate Son uttered in torment a sigh to God the Father,
namely to the Father with whom He is always equal, He is not
so much complaining of having been abandoned, as He is teaching us: When it seems as if we have been abandoned by God,
zealously persevere in prayer so that He will return; insistently
beseech Him so that we may be reconciled with Him. I will now
prove this [statement] at length.
1
John Calvin (1509-1564), one of the main authors of the reformation, working in France and Switzerland.
2
St. Leo the Great († 461), pope and doctor of the Church, persuaded Atilla,
leader of the Huns, to withdraw from the roman walls. He fough against Pelagianism, Manichaeism, and Priscillianism (in Spain), he defended the authority
of the Petrine See in rome against the eastern patriarchs, and worked against
the centrifugal tendencies of the bishops in N. Africa and Gaul.
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God used to moving away from man for two reasons. Firstly,
when He wants to test what the man is capable of by his own
strength, or at least what the man, who counts on his own
strength, wishes [to be capable of ], even though he knows that
he cannot do anything without help from Heaven. Secondly,
when a person, having committed a mortal sin, detaches himself
from God, and passes under the jurisdiction of the infernal spirit.
is is what the most excellent God complained about in Jeremiah, saying: “Two evils my people have done: ey have forsaken me, the source of living waters; they have dug themselves
cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water” (Jer 2:13).
We are all the people of God, as long as we obey His commandments, as long as we abide by His will. But whenever we
tarnish our souls with sin, by withdrawing from the Creator to
creatures, we become at once rebels in relation to Him, and we
surrender ourselves to the power of the dreadful tyrant of hell.
eologians say that we drink from the fountain of all good as
long as we remain in the state of grace; however, having lost the
grace through sin, we draw out the most turbid water from the
Cocytus3 and Styx4. Indeed, how loathsome are the waters in
which we plunge our mouths, when we do not resist the temptations of the demons. In this very manner the world-renowned
teacher Jerome5 formulates his teaching, as he clariﬁes the aforementioned words of God. He says: “It is worth noting that the
fountain is something permanent and possesses life-giving
water. On the other hand, the wells and pools are ﬁlled with
water from streams and with muddy waters of the ﬁelds and
rains. erefore, God ‘who is the fount of life’ calls demons the
‘broken cisterns.’ Such wells [cisterns] are dug out by someone
3

In Greek mythology, this is the river of tears and of mourning in Hades.
Styx, in the Greek methology, has its source in Arcadia, gushing from a black
rock, whose water contained toxic ingredients. According to the legends reported by Pausanias, Alexander the Great was poisoned by this water.
5
St. Jerome (ca. 345-420), is a doctor of the Church and the author of the translations of the Old and New Testament into Latin known as the Vulgate. He
was a comprehensive expert of literature and of ancient languages. Extraordinarily hard-working, he led a very austere form of life. In 386, he settled in
Bethlehem and there led a small monastic community and community of
women religious.
4
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who, stained by disgraceful deeds, shamefully abandons God
and comes under the power of demons. Whoever forsakes the
Fount of Life follows the maker of death, for whom the magical
drink of Circe6 is more delicious than the nectar of heaven.”
But now, we must consider: By what means can we call back
God who was put to ﬂight by the stench of our sins? I say: by the
fragrance of prayer.
demons delight in foul smells, God enjoys fragrance. Fragrance expels the former, and attracts the Latter. Sacred Scripture, the teacher of the virtues, conﬁrms this with the most
brilliant testimony. e young Tobias was going with Archangel
raphael, hidden under the human form of the most faithful
Achates7, into the rages in Media. When they followed the road
near the river Tigris, Tobias desired to enter the river, perhaps
to refresh his weary feet in the water. When he did so [acting]
with more eagerness than caution, “A large ﬁsh leaped out of the
water and tried to swallow his foot” (Tb 6:3). Scared to death,
the noble youth fell into despair. But as assistance was near at
hand in this instance, he called out to his companion: “Sir, Sir, it
is attacking me”(Tb 6:3). raphael, giving courage to the thoroughly frightened boy, ordered him to immediately and intrepidly seize the ﬁsh, pull it ashore, kill it, disembowel it, and keep
its heart, liver, and gall. e boy, having survived such a great
danger, eagerly did as commanded and [then] asked in a more
familiar manner his wiser companion: What purpose do the innards of the ﬁsh serve? raphael, explaining their extraordinary
powers, said: “As for the ﬁsh’s heart and liver, if you burn them
to make smoke in the presence of a man or a woman who is afﬂicted by a demon or evil spirit, any aﬄiction will ﬂee and never
return” (Tb 6:8). Finally, it was proved true when Tobias – joined
by the bond of marriage to Sarah, the daughter of raguel (to
6
Circe in Greek mythology is the nymph, the daughter of Helios, the famous
sorceress who transformed the companions of Odysseus into swine by giving
them wine mixed with herbs to drink.
7
Bl. Stanislaus is here referring to Achates, the companion of Aeneas, appearing in the Aeneid, whose faithfulness became proverbial. The name in raphael
uses in the book of Tobit is actually Azariah.
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whom he came with the purpose of collecting a debt) – with the
smoke rising from the burnt heart of the ﬁsh chased from her
the very powerful demon that had triumphed over the several
youths before him8.
Nicholas of Lyra9, an eminent exegete of Sacred Scripture,
after considering this matter, quite aptly interprets this smoke
in a way that harmonizes with our topic. Here are Nicholas’s
words: “at smoke arising from the ﬁre signiﬁes the power of
prayer of Tobias and Sarah, through which the Angel raphael
expelled the demon from Sarah.”
To better comprehend this, it is necessary to agree with the
philosophers: “two contradictions cannot exist in one and the
same object. ey ﬁght each other until the weaker is thrown
out by the stronger. And what is more opposed to God’s grace
than sin? What is more hateful and hostile to God than the
demon?
erefore, do you wish to regain God’s grace, of which sin has
deprived you? do you wish to call God, whom you have banished
through your wicked inclination toward Satan, back into your
hearts? Sinners! First, drive out sin by the incense of ardent prayer
and, at the same time, make a break with its source – the tyrant
of hell. Soon, both the grace of God – and God Himself – will
come back to you. “e smoke rising from the ﬁre” of the burning
ﬁsh's intestines expelled the demon from Sarah and indeed rendered God favorably disposed to her. For prayer, since it is odious
to the demon, is therefore pleasing to God. It routs the devil and
invites God; furthermore, it draws Him as if bound into the heart
of the prayerful one.
e piety of Noah can serve as an example for us here. As soon
as Noah, the captain of the ark of entire world, that is, his “Argo”10
8

Cf. Tb 6:14
Nicholas of Lyra († 1349), Franciscan exegete, author of sermons entitled
Postylle (from post illa verba – “after these words,” which typically began a sermon).
10
The mythical boat named Argo, which Jason captained on his expedition for
the golden fleece.
9
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which preserved the entire world within itself, came out onto the
earth after the falling of the waters, he recognized that ﬁrst he
must reconcile himself with the God of Heaven. “en Noah built
an altar to the Lord, and choosing from every clean animal and
every clean bird, he oﬀered burnt oﬀerings on the altar”(Gen
8:20). Meanwhile, what happened? “When the Lord smelled the
sweet odor, the Lord said to himself: Never again will I curse the
ground because of human beings, since the desires of the human
heart are evil from youth; nor will I ever again strike down every
living being, as I have done”(Gen 8: 21).
Heavens! Whence this sudden change of God? Before, when
He was angry, He had said: “Cursed is the ground because of you!
orns and thistles it shall bear for you”(Gen 3:17-18). Now He
says something quite diﬀerent: “Never again will I curse the earth.”
Beforehand, touched within by pain in the heart, He said: “I will
wipe out from the earth the human beings I have created, and not
only the human beings, but also the animals and the crawling
things and the birds of the air, for I regret that I made them” (Gen
6:6-7). Now, completely appeased and calm, entirely good and gracious, He proclaims something diﬀerent: “Never again will I curse
the ground because of human beings, since the desires of the
human heart are evil from youth; nor will I ever again strike down
every living being, as I have done”(Gen 8:21). Why such a sudden
and miraculous change in someone who is unchangeable? Because “the Lord smelled the sweet odor,” say the Scriptures [Gen
8:21]. It is as if they were saying: Hitherto, God was so angry and
furious that He completely destroyed the world until the harsh
smell of the crimes of men ﬁlled His nostrils. However, when the
fragrance of thanksgiving, the odor of supplication, the aroma of
prayer reinvigorated His nostrils, immediately, as if transformed
into someone else, He holds back his right hand, and promises the
most abundant fecundity of the earth and the safety and peace of
the human race. “Never again will I curse the ground,” He said,
“Nor will I ever again strike down every living being.”
O blessed aroma, which so perfectly reconciled the earth and
its inhabitants with God! But here one may ask: Where did this
aroma so pleasant to God come from? From the ﬂesh of immo-
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lated animals or from somewhere else? e ﬁrst is ruled out,
since smoke and an unpleasantly strong smell typically come
forth from the burning of meat. erefore, there was a diﬀerent
origin of this aroma, and indeed it was so abundant, that its intensity checked the strong smell of the [burning] ﬂesh. Aﬃrming
this [fact] strongly, the Bishop11 [John Chrysostom], famous for
his golden eloquence, declared: “anks to its very intense
aroma, the disposition of the one oﬀering the sacriﬁce removed
the smoke, the stench, and the great unpleasantness that arose
from the burning animals.”
Quoting rupert12, I will add: “For God is not ﬂesh or body to
delight in such a smell. But since He is a spirit, in corporeal sacriﬁces He considers the heart of the one making the oﬀering, and if
it is pious, the gracious Lord is pleased by his contrition, more
than man is delighted by the smell of ﬂesh, no matter how pleasant.” Look, look how pleasing is prayer ﬂowing from a contrite and
loving heart to the excellent God! How eﬃciently it dissipates the
stench of committed sins! How its odor makes God exceedingly
gracious toward man!
Now, let us reaﬃrm this with the oft-repeated example narrated
by the Eternal Truth. “Two people,” said the Lord, “went up to the
temple area to pray”(Lk 18:10-14). Who or what kind [of people]?
“One was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.” Both were
well-known; both were high-ranking. Let us listen carefully to each
one’s prayer. What boastful words did the Pharisee’s lips utter? He
said: “O God, I thank you…” For what does he thank God? “…that
I am not like the rest of humanity – greedy, dishonest, adulterous
– or even like this tax collector” (upon whom he gazed with disdain). you seem to have prayed well, Pharisee. For you gave thanks
to God for having preserved you in the state of grace. Nor do you
conduct yourself entirely wrongly, because you do not conform
yourself with sinners, whom God Himself hates. In fact, I also form
the same opinion of you. But does the eternal Judge form a similar
opinion? See [the Gospel of] St. Luke, and you will know.
11

Bl. Stanislaus has in mind St. John Chrysostom. Cf. First Word, footnote 11.
St. rupert of deutz (Tuitiensis; ca. 1075-1129) was a theologian and Benedictine abbot.
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And now you, tax collector: Why do you pray with eyes cast
down to earth? Why do you sigh, striking your chest with your
ﬁst? He says, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Is that right?
Are you a sinner? Is that the reason why you look down, and do
not dare [to look at] heaven? Please, listen: Are you attempting,
perhaps, by expulsing sins with your ﬁst to call back God whom
your sins put to ﬂight from your heart? At once, I ask: does this
manner of praying accomplish or attain something? He accomplished much and attained much, for he received what he hardly
dared to expect: He was restored to communion with God, he
“went home justiﬁed.” Justiﬁed? But why? St. Paulinus13 says, “e
sinner with a contrite heart, who is his own accuser, will be accepted and will receive forgiveness of the sins confessed” (Letter
18). is is perfect justiﬁcation, the remission of sins, and God’s
return to the penitent heart. How great is the power of humble
prayer which brings this about!
Saint Mark, another Evangelist, says that our Savior cast out
by His power seven demons from this woman who “was a sinful
woman in the city”(Lk 7:37). Who is more miserable than the
one abandoned by God and inhabited upon His allowance with
so many and so cruel torturers (that is to say, vices)? However,
He, who had come to save sinners and not the just, not only freed
this miserable, possessed woman, but in addition He exalted her
to such a degree of glory and sanctity, that it is diﬃcult to deﬁne
which was a more excellent work of the divine omnipotence
and goodness: the creation of the world and all things or the
conversion of Magdalene?
If, however, you want to know, what obtained that grace for the
greatest sinner from the redeemer of the human race, see the
Gospel of St. Luke, and [works of] St. Augustine – the prince of
doctors – and you shall learn. Indeed, St. Luke narrates that this
very infamous woman, possessed by seven demons, burst with
13

St. Paulinus of Noli (353-431). He entered upon the path of a political career.
St. Ambrose taught him regarding the truths of the faith. He married a Spanish
Christian woman and received baptism. After the death of the son, both
spouses decided to practice complete abstinence. In 394, he was ordained a
priest and in 411 consecrated a bishop. He left behind many letters and poems.
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great boldness into the home of a certain Pharisee where Christ
was dining. She lowered herself to the feet of Christ. She not only
moistened His feet with a great shower of tears, but even washed
them. Having washed them, she doused them with a most precious liquid and, having doused them, she wiped them dry with a
particular ornament of her head, namely: her light-colored hair.
Being released from the internal torturers at that very instant, she
then heard from the mouth of God those most gracious words,
that testimony of reconciliation with God, the pledge of the remission of her sins and that symbol of eternal friendship with the
eternal King: “your sins are forgiven” (Lk 7:48).
Next, St. Augustine, contemplating diligently, as he knew how,
this astounding and admirable aﬀair, attributes it to a silent, but
very eﬃcacious prayer. He thus meditates upon Magdalene beseeching Jesus: “She shed tears of the heart and washed the feet
of the Lord by an act of the confession of her sins. She dried His
feet with her hair, kissed and anointed them. She spoke silently:
She did not utter speeches, but showed devotion. erefore, she
merited well to hear: ‘your sins are forgiven.’ After the expulsion
of the demons, My grace is already within you, a love for Me, not
a love for the world.” God said this; God accomplished this. us
it will remain forever.
If [you are] deserted by God, possessed by an evil spirit, deprived of grace or burdened with transgressions, whoever you
are: Groan, beat your chest, shed tears, cry out, shout out: “My
God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” Power will be
given you from on high, the demons will be put to ﬂight and your
sins will be forgiven. you will be ﬁlled with God’s grace and glory.
I conclude with Isidore of Pelusium14: “Whoever strikes his chest
and heart with compunction, and upon joining the choirs of
heartrending and penitential words, dips his pen of penance into
grief ’s chalice of tears at night, will not be deprived [of the beneﬁts ﬂowing from] the death of Christ undertaken for sinners.”
14

St. Isidore of Pelusium († ca. 435) is one of the greatest patristic writer of letters. He left behind over two thousand letters. He was a monk in the monastery
close to Alexandria and an admirer of St. John Chrysostom. He was primarily
concerned with the exegesis of Holy Scriptures.

FIFTH WORD
CrUCIFIEd OrATOr

OF THE

“I thirst” (Jn 19:28).
The Thirst for [the Salvation of] Souls, which Torments
Christ, Mightily Contributes to their Conversion.
Surius1, a well-known writer from the Carthusian community,
recounts that a certain young man by the name of Landelin2 from
the high French nobility was diverted from his decision to enter
religious life by the wicked attempt of his relatives, and having unloosed in a turbulent age the reigns of his freedom, he finally
joined a band of robbers. He was eventually made their leader.
When one night he rallied his own [people] to plunder the house
of a certain wealthy Croesus3, he realized that he was missing one
of his closest [people] who was bereft of his life by a sudden blow
of death. He was so overwhelmed by sadness on his account that
in place of looting he plunged into sluggish inactivity. Behold, he
saw in a dream that the evil spirits abducted into hell the one on
account of whose death he was depressed. However, the dream
was interrupted by a good spirit (which was his Guardian Angel):
“Hey there! Listen! Are you still going to be his companion?” Terrified at the sight of the infernal abyss, he did not wish to play Theseus to his Pirithous4. Having purged his dream and his sins, he
changed so much that he visited the threshold of the Holy Apos-

1

Laurentius Surius († 1578) was Carthusian writer, author of lives of the saints.
St. Landelin (c. 625-686), a former brigand, converted to Christianity and ca.
650 founded the Lobbes, Crespin, and Aulne Abbeys.
3
Croesus, the last king of Lydia between 580-546 BC and was famous for his
enormous wealth (hence today there is the colloquial term: Croesus, ie., an extremely wealthy person).
4
Theseus, the son of the king Aegeus of Athens, together with his friend Pirithous, king of Lapida, carried off Helen as a small girl, which caused the invasion
of her brothers the dioscuri in Attica and their opposition against Theseus in
Athens.
2
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tles three times. He [also] constructed many monasteries and
brought about numerous miracles. [Finally,] laying down in ashes
and sackcloth, he died a saintly death.
So Landelin was much benefited by his descent into hell while
still alive, and it was not in vain that he saw through the eyes of
his soul (although in a dream) the bath prepared for sinners.
Truly, I do not intend here to convert anyone from an evil
path to a good one by showing the immensity of eternal tortures.
rather, may the ever burning desire for the salvation of souls,
which the Son of God always so strongly felt, be for each one an
incentive [for conversion]. It is precisely this desire that I wish
to present at length.
I invite you, kind reader of this discourse, to endeavor to
please God ever more if the grace of God had [already] taken
you to the highest degree of perfection. But if, through love of
created things, you have withdrawn from your Creator, I beg
you: “Turn around! This is not a good path; turn around! All who
have followed this path have died.” Turn around and give to drink
from the chalice of conversion so desired by Jesus.
As the Holy Scriptures5 recount that famous david – the most
ideal among the fallen kings – when hiding out of fear of the persecutors in the caves of Adullam, felt an intense desire to drink
from the purest fountain [located] near the gates of his native
Bethlehem. The fountain attracted men to its crystal water.
However, it was then occupied by the Philistine enemies. And
thus, not hiding that he was thirsty, in the presence of his fellow
soldiers he cried out in these words: “If only someone would give
me a drink of water from the cistern by the gate of Bethlehem!”
(2 Sam 23:15).
Someone may be surprised that such a slight mortification, and
on the other hand, such a coarse and overt carnality of this very
manly – and also very saintly – king, on account of which he exposed three valiant heroes of his army to a very obvious jeopardy.
5

Cf. 1 Chr 11:15-19.
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To get to the cistern, they had to break through the circle of enemy
lines so that they might indulge the palate of the king. In addition,
someone could have censured david – an experienced warrior as
he was – that he chose such a place for himself and the army,
where they had to suffer the lack of the most necessary thing,
namely, water.
However, I perceive a great mystery here. david is the righteous, the type of the world’s Savior. Among the various Fathers,
St. remigius6 indicated this quite clearly in these words: “The
word ‘david’ means ‘strong hand’ or ‘desirable to see’. This etymology points to Christ who is a strong hand because He conquered the devil, and distributed his spoils. He is desirable to
see, for not only men but even Angels desire to see Him.”
Thus, the thirsty david alludes to the thirsting Christ. However, so that we might more solidly understand the matter, we
ought to reflect upon the meaning of the word ‘Bethlehem’, near
whose gates is found this famous cistern, which inflamed in
david – representing Christ – such a mysterious thirst. Gregory
the Great7 says: “Bethlehem means the house of bread.” Near this
bread, water is found: For the Lord Jesus was never hungry or
thirsty for anything but for the salvation of souls. For that reason,
when the disciples caringly urged Him once: “rabbi, eat,” He said
to them in response: “I have food to eat of which you do not
know.” In order that they might better understand Him, He
added: “My food is to do the will of the one who sent me and to
finish his work” (Jn 4:31-34).
6
St. remigius (b. ca. 436) was bishop of rheims, who baptized King Clovis,
but he did not devote himself to the exegesis of Sacred Scriptures. He worked
intensely for the Christianization of the Franks.
7
St. Gregory I the Great was a pope (ca. 540-604) and doctor of the Church.
He was the first pope to call himself, “The Servant of the Servants of God.” He
reformed the liturgy and Church music (which takes the name Gregorian from
him). He concerned himself about the holiness of the priesthood and the good
administration of the Church. From the Arian Lombards who destroyed Italy,
he obtained in the years 592, 598, and 603 the suspension of hostilities and
brought them into the Church. He tied the Franks to the Apostolic See in
rome. To England he sent a missionary expedition under the leadership of St.
Augustine (later the bishop of Canterbury). The letters of St. Gregory exerted
great influence upon medieval Christian thought.
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What kind of work? The famous Albert the Great says, “Calling men to conversion and bringing them back to the Father.”8
Therefore, when our Savior, in the person of david, desired
water from the well of Bethlehem, “He hungered and thirsted
not for human food and drink but for [our] salvation,” as the
Bishop of Milan [St. Ambrose] noted.
Allow me to examine this most powerful thirst for souls,
which still torments the Son of God. Natural history scholars tell
us that there is a kind of snake called dispades which, biting a
man, injects into him such a harmful poisonous toxin that he
suddenly has an intense desire to drink [water]. And although
he would drink constantly, he will not quench his thirst.
But let us return to our topic. That ancient serpent – the devil
– when it bit the Progenitors of our race, released into them such
an awful venom that in Adam, we all die. On the other hand, it
is most certainly true that Christ our Lord was in no way infused
with this potent toxin of the hellish serpent, since he was born
of Mary, the Conqueror of the serpent, who likewise was not
only untouched by sin but even by the impulse to sin. He clothed
Himself with the robe of human flesh primarily with the goal to
provide a medicine for our disease. Out of love for us, He took
upon Himself our weakness – and as the Prophet testifies – He
carried our infirmities and bore our pains (Is 53:4). “He emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness”
(Phil 2:7). He burned with such a constant thirst for the salvation
of our souls that it would have seemed that He was somehow
stung by the hellish serpent. Therefore, the Cardinal Hugo9 said
beautifully: “It is strange […] that the Fount should thirst […]
all this, however, is for us.”

8

St. Albert the Great († ca. 1280) was a bishop, doctor of the Church, philosopher, and teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas. He covered nearly all the fields of
knowledge at the time – from mineralogy to theology. He cleared the path for
Aristotle for Christian thinkers.
9
Hugo († 1263) was a dominican, a renown exegete and theologian, and was
named cardinal by Pope Innocent Ix.
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He once cried out in the midst of the Temple of Jerusalem:
“Let anyone who thirsts come to me and drink” (Jn 7:37). In the
person of david, He also revealed His thirst, crying out: “If only
someone would give me a drink of water from the well by the
gate of Bethlehem!” All this is on account of us. Let us proceed.
Jesus was heading – as His beloved disciple recounts – from
Judea into Galilee through Samaria; and when He had come to
the city of Sychar, “Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there
at the well” (Jn 4:6). Meanwhile, a woman came with a bucket to
draw out some water. He said to her: “Give me a drink” (Jn 4:7).
O hundred times blessed woman, who was asked for a drink by
Him who is the Creator of all water! Quick, quick, immerse the
bucket into the fount, and refresh with your cold water the Fount
of all good things. But, she does not want to. Why [not]? Because she declares that she is a Samaritan. (She dares to dispute
with Eternal Wisdom.) “How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan
woman, for a drink? (For Jews use nothing in common with
Samaritans)” (Jn 4:9).
you may already wish to know, curious mortals, what significance has the reason, for which the Samaritan refused Christ a
drink? Listen therefore to the most amiable Abbot of Clairvaux10,
who ponders this topic in this meditation: “Samaritan means
‘vain spirit’, which seeks only vanity, pleasure, licentiousness,
greed, and all the worldly desires.” Is that not so? Such was the
Samaritan woman! Vain, frivolous, licentious, greedy, full of
worldly desires! Therefore, who could wonder that she was unwilling to give a sip of cold water to a true Jew, the greatest
enemy of such vices?
Consider how greatly Jesus was oppressed by the thirst when
He asked this woman for a drink; with what great longing He
desired the salvation of this vain, arrogant, and wild person. Albert the Great teaches, that “He desired more the salvation of
that soul than to drink water.”

10

The abbot of Clairvaux was St. Bernard. Cf. Third Word, footnote 8.
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Indeed, the first cause of His being “tired” was His rather hurried
trip to the city; lest the time of her arrival at the well, known to Him
from all eternity, might pass by. The Golden doctor11 says, “The
Lord knew at which hour the others rested and that she was accustomed to walk to get water. Therefore, He came at the sixth hour.”
Paul of Bourges12 adds, “Lest it may seem that He – who regulates
all things – came by chance, He guided her thoughts by a secret
impulse so that she would arrive when the Fount of Life – Christ –
was there.” Since He arrived before her, He awaited the Samaritan
woman “as was the custom of those weary,” says Cajetan13,
“propped against the fount – that is resting His arm on the edge of
the well as a support for His head.” “Thus the weary usually sit.”
Then, someone among the more recent authors14 states that
by the word “thus” (Jn 4:6 in the commentary of Cajetan), St.
John surely wanted to denote a solicitude full of longing as well
as an ardent love that burned the divine Shepherd in the tireless
search for the lost sheep.
Next, consider if you would the voice of the One speaking to
her, as Toletus15 says: “It is a voice of supplication, and He who
can command the Angels, asks the vain harlot and unfaithful
woman” (for such was the Samaritan). He is so much concerned with the salvation of people that He urgently begs for something […] which is of highest importance to us all, as well.”
Finally, becoming aware of her stubbornness and unawareness of her own good, He says: “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is who says to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water” (Jn 4:10).
Saint Bernardino of Siena16, meditating upon these words and
11
The Golden doctor is the name here for St. John Chrysostom, whose name
means, “golden-mouthed.” Cf. First Word, Footnote 11.
12
Paul of Bourges († 1435) was a dominican exegete.
13
Cajetan (Thomas de Viol 1469-1534) was a dominican cardinal, philosopher
and theologian. He contributed to dissemination of Thomism. In 1517, he was
sent to Germany on the mission of reconciling Luther with the Church.
14
It is not known which author Bl. Stanislaus has in mind.
15
Francis of Toledo († 1596) was a Jesuit, theologan, and cardinal.
16
St. Bernardine of Siena (1380-1444) was an eminent Franciscan preacher.
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recollecting the Canaanite woman, who once endeavored with
a nagging and downright importune supplication to coerce the
Lord to heal her daughter, said these words: “When the Canaanite woman, burning with love, seeking with solicitude, begging
with loud cries, asks for the healing of her daughter, namely, of
her soul, Jesus draws back from her, does not speak to her, and
scorns her like a dog, and makes an impression as if He is repulsed by her. But here on the contrary, He pursued this Samaritan woman, even when she resisted His inspirations.”
O blind Samaritan! O creature so vain, frivolous, sensual, dissolute, and burning with concupiscence; filled with the desires
of the flesh, of the eyes, of the pride of life, and of the pleasures
of this world! Give (for your salvation, I beg you), give drink to
your thirsty Savior: Hand yourself over to Him! Why do you
delay your own conversion? See, after seeking you, He is tired,
and being tired, He sits down, and while He is sitting down, He
seeks the opportune moment for speaking to you through holy
inspirations or other means. When He repeats this effort, you
disregard Him. He offers Himself to you, you turn away; He
shows how much He is willing and eager to forgive you so many
and such serious sins, but do you not see this. Finally, He asks
for a drink of your tears, and do you grant it? When He asks,
“Give me a drink,” He does not desire anything else but the pure
water from the fount of your eyes.
But I come now to the ultimate thirst of my Lord. He hung on
the tree of the Cross in between two thieves. He was covered
with many, many wounds; His hands and feet were pierced, and
He was blood-stained by the crown of thorns. Moreover, He was
flayed with the bitterest sneers of the blasphemers. Meanwhile
the Sun, terrified at such a dreadful spectacle and at such a monstrous sin of men against their Creator, hid itself from their eyes.
A black night covered the whole world. Furthermore, the earth
He raise the question of the intercession of the BVM and taught on the Immaculate Conception and devotion to St. Joseph. He gave the beginning of the
branch of Franciscan reform known in Poland as Bernardines, to which belong
St. John of dukla, St. Simon of Lipnica, Bl. Ladislas of Gielniów, Bl. rafael of
Proszowic and others.
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sighed, the heavens thundered, rocks were split asunder, and the
veil of the temple was torn. All of nature was agitated.
Only Jesus, remaining immobile in unspeakable torments,
cried out in a slow voice: “I thirst.” Here Magdalene, ardently
compassionate for her Liberator, lamented in silence: Ah! you
cry “I thirst!”: These rocks have no water. The streams flow only
from the eyes. drink those. The Most Holy Mother and the
other women present at this most sorrowful tragedy did nothing
contrary: They offered their tears to their Beloved Savior to
quench His thirst.
Only a soldier, seldom moved to compassion, awakened the
thirst of the heavenly Emperor with a new wickedness. “So they
put a sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up
to his mouth” (Jn 19:29). Thus John, the disciple of Christ, relates
about the disciples of Mars.17 I believe that the Lord did then the
very same thing as He did shortly before with the wine mixed
with gall: Namely, “… when He had tasted it, he refused to drink”
(Mt 27:34). He, who for so long was tormented by another thirst,
did not wish to drink at all. For He who did not eat or drink for
forty days did not desire water. The devout Blosius18 rightly concludes: “He had a different thirst, namely, for suffering more and
for demonstrating His love for us more clearly.”
Here, I will stop briefly and ask the most learned students of
nature: What do deer do when struck by a poisoned arrow or
when bitten by a serpent? Solinus19 alone responds for all of
them, telling me: “They hurry athirst to the fount of the waters,
and they vomit out the venom into those purest waters.” In that
way, they extinguish the thirst produced by the venom into the
waters, and they are released from the swallowed venom.
17

Mars is the mythical god of war and farming among the romans. He is the
son of Juno, the father of romulus, the legendary founder of rome.
18
Ludwig Blosius (1506-1566) was a Benedictine abbot in Lessies. He was a reformer of religious life and an ascetical and mystical writer. He considered the
encounter with the humanity of Jesus to be the path for encountering God;
hence, the meditations on the life of Jesus, and especially on His Passion.
19
Gaius Julius Solinus lived in the 4th century Ad, and left behind a collection
of interesting facts, in particular regarding the world of animals.
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Now back to Jesus, whom, (in my opinion) the Sacred Scriptures call the deer. For thus boasts the holy Bride, proud of his
speed and agility: “My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag” (Sng
2:9). The heavenly deer, struck with two arrows – the arrow of
love for humans and the arrow poisoned with our sins – sustained lesser injuries from the sharp tips of the nails. For He assures [us] that the great thirst tortures Him [more], when He
cries out while nailed to the Cross: “I thirst.” Ah! For what do
you thirst, my Lord, for what do you thirst? He answers through
the lips of St. Augustine: “My thirst is for your salvation; my
thirst is for your redemption; I thirst for your faith,” o mortals! I
thirst for your conversion, o sinners!
Ah! Pious souls as well as the wicked ones: Cool the thirst of
your redeemer with the sweetest tears. This is the most appropriate drink for this thirst. This fount greatly desires to reach
this deer, pierced with the most poisonous arrows of your sins.
repent, therefore; be converted to Him through fasting, weeping, beating of your chests, and pouring out before Him the entire ocean of tears, which are beneficial to you and most desired
by Him. Give drink to the thirsty, give the drink of tears overflowing from a contrite heart. For, unless you act most promptly
and generously, fear the eternal thirst. For the time is coming,
in which this thirsty deer will be transformed into the most severe Judge. Then He will condemn finally those wicked men who
had contempt for His most ardent thirst and their own salvation:
“For I was thirsty and you gave me no drink…. depart from me…
into the eternal fire” (Mt 25:42, 41).
O sinner! So that you will not burn for eternity, refresh Christ
who burns with thirst for your conversion.

THE SIXTH WORD
OF THE CrUCIFIEd OrATOr
“It is finished” (Jn 19:30).
Penance Reaches Its Full Perfection
if Its Attainment Comes with the End of One’s Life.
Commencing any human work, but not completing it successfully, never brings glory; it is always ridiculed. Often, this results
in a detriment and not a profit. What glory is there in beginning
many things beautifully and then finishing badly or abandoning
them undone? It is not commencement but completion that
brings glory. Hence, God, the Creator of the Universe, after He
commended the works of the other five days, did not give His
solemn approval – “God saw that it was good, – to the second
day’s work. The good God recognized all other works as good,
[and] only the Firmament – as if unfinished – He did not praise.
Why is this so? To this question, rupert responds: “This is because
the firmament – although unique and beautiful to see – nevertheless, compared to the intention of the One who made it, is not
something one and whole.” [It was not approved] like the other
works of God’s right hand, because – in the mind of God – it
seemed to be only started and not finished.
This is a lesson for those who begin their interior transformation: Once started their penance, they ought to persevere in it,
even until death. For only that penance is perfect in every way and
irrefutably deserving of eternal glory, whose completion comes
with the end of one’s life. I will elaborate more upon this matter.
Well suited to my theme is the well-known advice of the heavenly
Teacher, who – through an elegant comparison – taught us to persevere in penance once it is begun. Considering this matter, He
says: “For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does
not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not
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able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This
man began to build and was not able to finish’” (Lk 14:28-30).
Now, He speaks about those who build, meaning not only
those who erect new houses from their very foundations, but
also those who repair the old ones. The human soul is the House
of God, especially the soul of such a man who – burning with
true love of God – has not become cold in the fulfillment of
God’s commandments. The Son of God stated this very clearly
in these words [in the Gospel] of John: “Whoever loves me will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our dwelling with him” (Jn 14:23).
One may ask: What is this efficacious love you speak of that
turns human souls into the House of God? Answering this question, Gregory, the Great Pontiff and doctor, states: “Only when
we restrict ourselves from harmful pleasures do we truly love God
and keep His commandments. For someone who constantly errs
through his illicit desires surely does not love God, because he
opposes God by his will.
Thus, it follows that the soul steeped with pleasures and enticements or depraved with sin is a collapsed house of God. O
man, you poison the dwelling of Christ and of His Eternal Father.
What is more: you smash and destroy it as often as you mar
yourself by wicked vices and fall even lower. Therefore, do you
want to rebuild the ruins of this divine Tabernacle, of this Temple of the Holy Spirit? you can easily achieve this through persistent and rigorous penance.
Saint Jerome exposes this entire matter right before our eyes by
relating the example of the traitor Judas: “The wicked Judas, when
he was an Apostle, was also the House of God. The devil came and
Judas accepted the morsel, and immediately Satan entered him (Jn
13:27), and his house collapsed, and it was never rebuilt again.” Why?
“Because he did not do penance. If someone truly does penance after
having sinned, his house will be rebuilt after its destruction.”
Indeed, for this reconstruction to be perfect and praise-worthy
and not just usable, it is necessary to persevere in penance as long
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as one lives, lest the devil say about him with derision: “He began
to build,” he began to restore his ruined house, “and he could not
complete it.” He had risen from the malodorous swamp of his vices
and immersed himself in them anew. He began to root out the evil
habits and now indulges in them again. He put his hand to the plow,
and already he looks back. He departed Babylon, but already he returns. He had taken the cowl, but he casts it aside. He dismissed
his mistress but now invites her back. The dog returns to its vomit.
O sinner beginning your interior transformation! Lest the devil
mock you, lest you inflict sorrow upon heaven rejoicing at your
conversion: Persevere in penance, persevere! For as long as you
breathe, walk in the spirit! So heal the wounds of your soul that
they would not open again.
In this matter, we have a magnificent example in [the book of]
Joshua. When this excellent leader was about to enter the Promised Land, he was obliged to circumcise all the Hebrews born in
the desert. Thus did God desire, and so did He command. The sacred text recounts: “When the circumcision of the entire nation
was complete, they remained in camp where they were, until they
recovered” (Jos 5:8). This was the Jewish circumcision, but what
should be the Christian circumcision? A widely recognized commentator1 of Sacred Scripture says: “To be circumcised by Jesus
means to abandon vices, evil habits, and very wicked morals and
to amputate whatever is inconsistent with the rule of propriety.”
For who would dream of entering the Promised Land, which for
us is our heavenly homeland, with all these extremely heavy bundles? Indeed, “How narrow the gate and constricted the road that
leads to life. And those who find it are few” (Mt 7:14).
Vices have such a nature that as many times as they are cut
down, they grow anew. Every vice and sin is like the Lernaean
Hydra’s2 heads that always grew back after being cut off. Likewise, after the removal of one vice or of one sin, another em1

It is not known to whom Bl. Stanislaus refers.
The Lernean Hydra, in Greek mythology, was the many-headed monster with
the body of a snake which devoured man and destroyed crops. Hercules successively tripped the monster of its heads and immediately burned their locations [on the Hydra] so that they did not grow again.
2
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erges, if all its sap has not been completely removed by unremitting penance. In this matter we must be persistent as Hercules.
Never must we release the weapons of penance from our hands.
May never put it down whoever has once lay hold of it [i.e., the
weapon of penance] to fight against vices and sins: Clasp it, clasp
it always. “It is not enough to be circumcised; it is necessary after
this circumcision to return to health and allow the wounds to
scar. Penitents ought to remain in their practice of penance.” The
reason supports this, the most holy Abbot Stephen3 advises this,
and this is the way to achieve salvation.
Once, a great crowd gathered around Jesus, “And people were
bringing children to him that he might touch them” (Mk 10:13).
His disciples were so moved with anger (I know not the reason
why) that they decided to ward off with threats those who brought
this crowd of children to the holy Teacher: “The disciples scolded
the parents,” Mark says (NLT), while Luke states that “they rebuked them”4 (Lk 18:16). But the merciful Lord, indignant, said to
His disciples: “Let the children come to me… for the kingdom of
God belongs to such as these” (Mk 10:14). What do I hear? My
Lord, what do I hear? Will a child enter the Kingdom of Heaven?
How so? The Kingdom of Heaven suffers violence. [As] you have
said elsewhere: “The violent are taking it by force” (Mt 11:12).
What kind of strength, however, do children have, that they may
enter Heaven by force? Unless, perhaps, they acquire Heaven by
their tears, which are never lacking to children, and which are
more powerful than battering rams. Indeed, it is so.
Let us remember what happened to Hagar the Egyptian when
Sarah expelled her from Abraham’s house into the desert along
with her small child, Ishmael. Namely, on account of their lack
of food, she left her son under a tree, so that she may not watch
him die. “As she sat opposite him, she wept aloud” (Gen 21:16).
“God heard the boy’s voice” (Gen 21:17), the sacred historian then
states. Hence, I am greatly astounded that the sacred writer is in3

This author, despite knowing the name, is unknown.
Bl. Stanislaus is using a different translation, and hence the difference is that
in Mark’s account, the disciples scolded those bringing the children, whereas
Luke states that the disciples harshly prohibited them from Jesus.
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consistent: For why does he say that the boy’s cry was heard, although he stated that it was not the boy, but the mother who
wept? “As she sat opposite him, she wept aloud.” However, he conceals a great mystery here, as was his custom. Hagar was a figure
of the penitential soul, for she was grieved by being expelled from
the house of her master and husband because of her own impudence and she was dying from hunger in the desert, while at the
same time, so many servants lived nicely, even very comfortably,
in her master’s home. Hence, her sighs and tears were so efficacious and so tender that they seemed to be those of a child. Therefore, it is rightly said that Hagar wept but the boy was heard,
because the persevering penitence transformed the mother into
a child. So, St. Ambrose calls out to the penitent in a very beautiful
and apt manner: “Such is the power of a completed amendment
that it restores one, as it were, to one’s spiritual childhood.” And
therefore, the heavenly Teacher well advises His disciples: “Let the
children come to me… for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these.” you too, (He said to us), “unless you turn and become
like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt 18:3).
How can we be converted? Through penance. How can we become children? Through complete penance.
Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, before He handed over His
Spirit to the eternal Father, uttered that royal and divine word:
“It is finished.” By this, however, He desired to say that all things,
which related to the redemption of the human race, have been
perfectly fulfilled. The cardinal5 from the very learned Society
[of Jesus] has this same thought in mind when he emphatically
clarifies this text: “From this word, ‘It is finished,’ we know that
the Lord completed the work of His Passion from the beginning
to the end so that nothing was lacking.”
Jesus hurried to perform this work with such a fervent desire,
with such determination, that neither the most awful torture,
nor the most atrocious death, nor the shouts of the enemies were
able to deter or divert Him. For, they cried out: “If he is the King
of Israel, let him come down now from the cross, and we will be5

St. robert Bellarmine.
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lieve him” (Mt 27:42). As if hearing this, St. Bernard says: “Indeed, because He is the King of Israel, let Him not betray the
title of royal dignity.” Why? [Well], so that they want to believe,
as in Messiah, if He descended from the Cross? descend, Jesus,
from the cross; descend, and the Jews will believe and be saved.
Otherwise, the obstinate will perish in their lack of faith. Bernard
holds Him back so that we do not descend from the cross of
penance either, for only the straight path leads to Heaven. The
mellifluous doctor6 says: “It [i.e. the road] does not provide an
excuse for shirking off our perseverance, which alone receives a
crown.” That is perseverance in penance, in mourning, in tears,
in austerities, in fasting, in alms, in various mortifications and
finally in constant carrying of the cross.
For only that penance is perfect in the highest degree, which
is completed with the end of one’s life. Thus, the penitent
king7 washed away his sins as he sang: “I am wearied with sighing; all night long I drench my bed with tears; I soak my couch
with weeping” (Ps 6:7).
Thus Mary, the sinner from Egypt,8 living among wild beasts
in the desert for 46 years, washed away all stains of sin which
she had contracted while living for a short time among men.
Thus Augustine, who transformed into a fervent Catholic from
a Manichaean, from a very worldly man into a person full of purity
and entirely heavenly, did not neglect to piously recite the seven
psalms, which we call the penitential psalms, even when he was
already about to depart from this world into blessed immortality.
Thus, so many others completed their praiseworthy practice
of austere penance no earlier than the end of their life.
Who could count examples of so many saints who acted with
cruelty against their own bodies for the sake of penance? Who
would not be dumbfounded at the holy and salutary cruelty to
himself of dominic Loricatus9 alone, who is said to have inflicted
6

This is the title given to Bernard of Clairvaux. Cf. Third Word, footnote 8.
King david
8
St. Mary of Egypt.
9
St. dominic the Ironclad († 1060), a Camaldolese monk.
7
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upon himself three million lashes [with the discipline] during
Lent only?
A certain recent author asserts that the distinguished Servant
of God, Kasper drużbicki, SJ,10 a Pole, followed in the footsteps
of this Loricatus, who acquired no less renown for sanctity of
life than for his teaching or his honors. Meanwhile, he reached
the point, especially in his private life, where he inflicted upon
himself – at different times of day and night – about fifteen thousand lashes that left incisions from iron combs and punctures
from the barbed hemisphere.
I also personally knew a certain man, the first Polish Piarist
born in Poznań11, who mortified his body in so extraordinary a
manner that after his death it was noted that a wall in his cell
was sprinkled with blood. Also, after awaking, he often very piously recited the entire rosary with his arms outstretched. He
read Sacred Scripture in no other way but on his knees. I never
saw him laugh; he prayed constantly. He was much focused and
extremely obedient. Nevertheless, even this steadfast lover of
penance shuddered before the unfathomable judgments of God,
as he was about to cross into the better life.
Who can recount other examples [of such mortification]? It was
aptly stated by a bard: “Compare the ancient scourges [with the
modern ones]: you say that they are true, but our serious ones you
call a joke.”12 Compare your penance, my Christian, with the penance of John13, Paul14, Anthony15, Onufrius16 and with so many
other hermits; with the penance of Benedict17, Francis18, dominic19,
Bernard20, and so many others of our leaders; with the penance of
10

Kasper drużbicki (1590-1662), a Jesuit.
Bl. Stanislaus is referring here to Kazimierz Bogatko († 1650), Piarist.
12
The author of this quotation is unknown.
13
Bl. John the Good (1169-1249).
14
St. Paul of Thebes (228-341)
15
St. Anthony († 356),
16
St. Onufrius (died at the turn of the 4th and 5th centuries), hermit.
17
St. Benedict of Nursia (ca. 480-547), abbot, father of religious life in the West.
18
St. Francis of Assisi (ca. 1181-1226).
19
St. dominic (ca. 1170-1221), founder of the dominicans.
20
St. Bernard of Clairvaux.
11
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Teresa of Avila21, Catherine of Siena22, rosa of Lima23, Kunegunda of Poland24, Magdalene of Italy25 and so many other
spouses of Christ; “you say that theirs are real, and our serious
ones merely jokes.”
What if I should show you a living example of penance, which
all can see – would you still shudder at this penance? Turn your
gaze upon the noble progeny of romuald26. you see them in a
coarse habit, gaunt from fasting, mortified by silence, in their
whole life equal to the angels. Will you go to the Carthusians?27
you will find them groggy from vigils, cloistered in cells, fleeing
from themselves, and intent only upon Heaven.
There are also many others who – having embraced precepts of
the Gospel – chose the utmost poverty, and for the good of souls
adopted a difficult external life. Without bags and staffs, barefoot
and in coarse clothing, preaching Christ by word and example,
they fulfilled the mission of true apostles of the entire world. yet,
the most sublime works of those who completely and with great
perseverance devoted themselves to the writing of books for the
good of the Church, to the formation and education of the youth,
the preaching of the Word of God, the administration of sacraments, the strengthening of Catholics in devotions, the conversion
of heretics, the inclusion of unbelievers into the flock of Christ.
Who – I ask – would not place their wonderful deeds on the list
of works of penance?
Precisely all of this, my man, can rightly persuade you – who
sin hard but do light penance – to perform an active, serious,
21

St. Teresa of Jesus (1515-1582), Carmelite.
St. Catherine of Siena.
23
St. rose of Lima (1586-1617).
24
St. Kunegunda (Kinga, 1224-1292), a princess from Krakow, a Poor Claire.
25
St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi (1566-1607).
26
St. romauld († 1207), the founder of the Camaldolese.
27
The Carthusian Order, also called the Order of Saint Bruno, is a roman Catholic religious order of enclosed monastics. The order was founded by Saint Bruno
of Cologne in 1084 and includes both monks and nuns. The order has its own
rule, called the Statutes, rather than the rule of Saint Benedict, and combines
eremitical and cenobitic life. The name Carthusian is derived from the Chartreuse Mountains; Saint Bruno built his first hermitage in the valley of these
mountains in the French Alps.
22
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and constant penance. To this I still add – if you allow me – the
most salutary admonition of Sirach: “do not be so confident of
forgiveness that you add sin upon sin” (Sir 5:5). you can be [confident] if you will tirelessly perform penance. Therefore, let us
persevere in penance; let us persevere so that we may wash away
our former sins and prevent access to new ones.
Why boast of your month-, year-, or five-year-long penance?
If we will perform solid works of penance throughout all of life,
then at least we can expect and await heaven in not too presumptuous a manner.

THE SEVENTH WORD
OF THE CrUCIFIEd OrATOr
“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Lk 23:46).
We Must Frequently Entrust Our Souls to Christ the Lord,
Lest We Want to Fall Often Again and Again.
We frequently notice that men – upon departing this world –
entrust to their closest ones what they held dearest during their
life. Thus did Turnius1, King of the rutuli, otherwise a very brave
hero, defeated in a duel with Aeneas the Trojan,2 “on his knees,
humbly raising his hands, with a gaze of supplication pleaded
with his victor:
If any concern for a parent’s grief
Can touch you (you too had such a father, in Anchises)
I beg you to pity daunus’s old age.3
On the other hand, our redeemer dying upon the Cross, did
not speak to any man or angel, but to His Heavenly Father, entrusting to Him His spirit: “Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit.” Saint Athanasius4, meditating upon these words,
stated: “Christ, saying these words from the cross: ‘Father, into
your hands I commend my spirit,’ places all people before the
Father and entrusts them to Him, so that through Him and with
Him, they might be brought to life. For we are members, and
there members are one body, which is the Church. Therefore,
He entrusted all to God in Himself.”
Cyril agrees with Athanasius5, saying: The eternal Son “entrusted
His spirit into the hands of the Father so that, beginning with Him
1

Turnus is a legendary king of the rutuli, appearing in Virgil’s Aeneid.
A Trojan warrior, the hero of the Aeneid.
3
Translation from http://www.poetryintranslation.com/PITBr/Latin/Virgil
AeneidxII.htm#_Toc6669721.
4
St. Athanasius the Great.
5
St. Cyril of Alexandria (ca. 380-444) was the patriarch of Alexandria and is a
2
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and through Him, with a firm faith, we might have the certain
hope of the same thing, that after death we will find ourselves in
the hands of God.” Euthymius6 also adds: “The Lord God did this
for us, that henceforth the souls of the just will not descend into
hell, but rather will ascend to God.” Therefore, we ought not to
remain idle, but while Jesus Christ entrusts us to His eternal Father, we simultaneously must entrust ourselves to the eternal Son
of the eternal Father, so that we might be protected in His hands
from falling and turning from Him and henceforth quietly lead
our lives. As it should and can be, I will briefly explain.
“Our spirit is something threefold: […] thought, […] soul […],
and conscience. We must entrust these three spiritual powers to
God.” Thus explains didymus7, whom Cornelius8 quotes in the
Catena.
First, the thought must be addressed, because – as the Spirit of
the Lord states – it [the thought] is “entirely intent upon evil.”9
Through it, man lets himself be easily fooled by the crafty spirit
of hell. We have a lamentable example here in the descendants of
Isaac. describing the incident, the inspired Historiographer
writes: “The people degraded themselves by having illicit relations
with the Moabite women” (Num 25:1). How did they come to depravity? They saw, they desired, they thought, they consented, and
they carried it out. richard [of Saint-Laurent] portrays this clearly,
stating: “The Midianites preened their daughters and placed them
before the sons of Israel, thus arousing their lust so that the latter
might incur the wrath of God.” As indeed, they did.
But were Israelites the only ones to be trapped in such snares?
No. The above-quoted Father adds: “What once happened historically, as we know, is what often every true Israelite (or Christian) experiences spiritually. It happens when the enemy thrusts
before the eyes of our mind certain images from the realm of
doctor of the Church. At the council of Ephesus (431), he contributed to the
proclamation of the dogma of the divine maternity of Mary (Theotokos).
6
St. Euthymius († ca. 473), was a Byzantine theologian and exegete.
7
didymus the Blind (313- ca. 396) was a theologian in Alexandria.
8
It is unknown to which Cornelius Bl. Stanislaus refers here.
9
Cf. Tt 8:21.
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lust. By entertaining them, if the mind indulges in the illicit
pleasure, it undoubtedly insults his Guardian.”
The evil spirit is the most experienced and diligent Apelles10.
With a brush soaked in various colors, he always stands near the
canvas of our thoughts; and if he notices that they are poorly
guarded, he attempts to paint upon that canvas such images as
he desires: They can be of the hunting diana11, the jealous and
prideful Juno12 or the dissolute Venus13. He endeavors to separate
our mind from God and turn [it] toward the world, toward its
vanities and curiosities; he strives to smear our mind with a delusion of ill ambition and revolting pleasure; he tries to ignite a fire
of licentiousness through the injection of dirty images. For he
knows that one persisting thought is enough for the commission
of a mortal sin, and that the soul, marred by that thought, is destined for eternal pain. If, however, he cannot persuade man to a
deed leading to death, then at least he suggests the worst
thoughts to him, so that entangled by such tricks and ruses he
can drag the soul with him into the eternal abyss.
Seeing that this very thing was occurring to him, the Psalmist
King sighed deeply: “The grave wrapped its ropes around me;
death laid a trap in my path” (Ps 18:5, NLT). david considered
idle, curious, and vain thoughts as the “ropes of the grave” for
they precipitate the man who delights in them into the pains of
hell. He [david] calls them also the “snares of death” because
whoever is entangled by them, does not easily avoid grave sin,
which brings death to the soul. In such a way did the ever prudent king free himself from their bonds, as he teaches us clearly
10

Apelles, a famous painter who executed the portrait of Alexander the Great,
lived in the 4th century BC. His works were characterized by a perfect mastery
of perspective and color. The most beautiful painting of his is of Aphrodite
(Venus).
11
diana, identified by the Greeks as Artemis, in roman mythology was the
goddess of the moon, birth, and fishing.
12
Juno, identified by the Greeks as Hera, was a jealous, vindictive, prideful wife
of Jove (zeus).
13
Venus, identified by the Greeks as Aphrodite, received all of Hera’s attributes
and features. She was the daughter of zeus, the wife of Hephaestus. We had
many illegitimate children, among them Eros, who was the son of Ares. She
was the goddess of love.
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in these words: “My eyes are ever upon the LOrd, who frees my
feet from the snare” (Ps 25:15). For the mind continually raised
to the Lord is impenetrable to the suggestions of the enemy.
Useful for this consideration is what Philip Neri14, the very holy
priest and founder of the Congregation of the Oratory, related
about himself. Every day he continually repeated the declaration
that he would expand the wound in the side of Christ our Lord,
if He, having bound his hands, does not place His hands upon
his head. The head is the seat of thoughts. Thus Philip desired
that his head continually remain in the hands of Christ, so that
the accomplice of hell might not agitate his imagination with
filthy images and poison his soul with pernicious thoughts.
Miserable and falling sinner, in no other way will you preserve
your soul free from dangerous fall, if you – along with the Psalmist
– will not nag the Son of God with this request and unceasing
supplication: “Into your hands,” Lord, “I commend my spirit” (Ps
31:6). To you I want to dedicate my thoughts. I do not wish to have
or allow any other thoughts, except those that come from you or
are about you or for you, o Jesus! To you I commend my spirit!
Let us pass from the thought to the soul itself. The hellish thief
plots to ambush it so very carefully and cleverly, that Peter,
Leader and Father of the Church, considered it necessary to admonish us so that we be earnestly guarded from and cleverly escape him: Brothers, “be sober and vigilant. your opponent the
devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for [someone] to devour” (1 Pt 5:8). He could not more explicitly show us
our danger for evaluation than by ascribing lion’s raging and
roaring to the devil, and [saying] that we would be his prey, if we
are not prudently and alertly vigilant. By roaring, the lion confines the prey which he desires to seize. The demon acts similarly
to capture our soul.

14
St. Philip Neri (1515-1595) was the founder of the Oratorians. He catechized
in public places, visited hospitals and cared for pilgrims. receiving holy orders,
he founded a community of priests, from which arose the first Oratory. He is
one of the most joyful saints.
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We, unhappy exiles from Paradise, dwell in this world as in a vast
wilderness full of hellish beasts that encircle us, closing in on us
with their gaping mouths in order to consume us. Small wonder,
since the food of hellish beasts is nothing other than the souls of
men stained as they are by original sin and thus destined for
beasts. Each of us can recall the dish, the feed that God – Creator
of all — assigned to that ancient serpent, which ensnared our first
Parents: “dirt you shall eat all the days of your life” (Gen 3:14).
What sort of dirt? In his commentary on Psalm 4, the Holy Father
Gregory15 – the Sun of the Benedictine family and of the entire
Church – gives this very wise response: “The eternal enemy eats
dirt because he throws all sinners inside his iniquity.”
rabanus16 states: “He ate… dirt, because he feeds on and enjoys
the errors of sinners, and he brings them down to destruction
by deluding them. As the saints are often called heaven, so those
who relish earthly things are called earth.”
In this sense also [we] must understand the second punishment imposed upon the serpent. In the opinion of some people,
he walked erect at first, but then he was punished and had to
crawl upon his belly, henceforth. “On your belly you shall crawl”
(Gen 3:14). Thus God struck him like lightning. The erudite Cajetan eloquently explains the reason for which God did this in
this argument: “The belly is the workshop for digesting food.
Thus, crawling upon the belly squashes the food by pressure,
[...]. Therefore, the devil’s task– as the above-mentioned exegete
concludes – is to oppress his food or the souls of sinners. We
could say it more clearly: Not only will you, but also those close
to you will be cursed, because they will be oppressed through
you.” Such is the nourishment of the ancient serpent, the devil:
the souls of sinners!
Ah, flee, flee, o man! Flee, to your Savior, sinners. Imploring
His almighty omnipotence against this indefatigable hunter of
15

St. Gregory the Great.
Bl. rabanus Maurus (780-856) was the bishop of Mainz and a renown German teacher. He was abbot and one of the organizers of the Benedictine
monastery in Fulda, Germany. He wrote homilies and a martyrology.
16
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your soul, entrust and commend it with trust into His protection, guidance, and safekeeping. Call out to Him unceasingly:
“Into your hands, Lord, I commend my spirit.” “Let my soul
cleave to you. May your right hand protect me. May my soul be
rescued by your power like a bird from the snares of hunters.”
The conscience is connected to the soul. As long as the stain
of vice does not taint it, it is cheerful, serene, and peaceful; it is
a continual feast. However, as soon as [transgression ] is committed, immediately a worm is born out of its decay and it incessantly gnaws, torments, and oppresses the sinner’s interior
so that he seems to be carrying a living hell within him.
It is a fable what poets devised about Tityus17 that a vulture relentlessly devours his liver but never finishes it, because it always
grows back. yet the vulture that tears the innards of sinners is both
real and endures eternally. does not Isaiah express this rather
clearly in these words: “For their worm shall not die” (Is 66:24)?
Let us, however, enter the Elysian Fields18, so that we might understand this even better. Here both sin and the worm of conscience were born for the first time, for man, created by God in
the state of perfect innocence, was made king of paradise. When
I mention the word “paradise,” I refer to a place replete with all
things which can be thought or which were desirable in a truly
lawful manner.
What more can I say? It was a place of “pleasure” – as the sacred historian testifies. If only it had never been lost! But how
quickly it happened! Scarcely was Adam stricken with the pestilence of sin, when he was immediately expelled from the flowery
garden of delight. “The LOrd God therefore banished him from
the garden of Eden” (Gen 3:23). The soul of the father of us all
possessed the most pleasant and attractive paradise as long as it
was not conscious of any offense. Having committed the trans17

Tityus, in Greek mythology, is one of the Giants. He was killed by an arrow
of Apollo, who intended to insult his mother, the goddess Leto. In Tartarus,
torn apart in eternal torment, he lay down stretched upon the ground, and vultures tore from him innards that always grew back.
18
Cf. Second Word , footnote 1.
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gression, [which resulted] from taking a bite of the apple from
the forbidden tree, he lost paradise because he lost peace, serenity, and joy of conscience.
Therefore, when the exceptionally gifted Theodoret19 thought
about the eyes of Protoplasts of our race being opened and they
saw that they were naked, he added correctly: “because they felt
the reproach of conscience which tormented them.”
Finally, the most eloquent among the bishops, the Golden
Mouthed [John Chrysostom,] cites the reason why Adam and
Eve hid themselves after the fall, having heard the Lord God
strolling in the afternoon through paradise. He said: “God desired […] that a great panic envelop their souls, and so it happened. For since they felt as if God was present, they started
hiding… because the voice of conscience usually arises against
man, cries out, accuses, and reveals, and outlines before their
eyes, as it were, the greatness of sin… Although, having committed a sin, a person hides from the eyes of all men […], he cannot,
however, hide from his own accuser. For wherever we might be,
we carry [sin] within ourselves; it is all about us, it harasses us,
tears [us apart], and scourges […] at home, in the market, in
church or at table. It assails the sleeping and the rising from sleep
[…]. It puts before our eyes both the greatness of the fault and
the looming punishment […]. Hence, as soon as the Ancestor
grasped the gist of it and reflected upon the coming of the Lord,
he immediately went into hiding […]. For he saw that the fierce
accuser stood next to him: namely, his conscience.”
Should conscience be only called a fierce accuser, but not a cruel
torturer, as well? Because it torments while accusing and it accuses
as it torments. On account of accusations and torments, it frequently deprives us of hope for forgiveness. Cain – the first fratricide – experienced this for himself, when he called out to the
Lord, after the murder of his brother Abel: “My punishment is too
great to bear. Look, you have now banished me from the ground.
I must avoid you and be a constant wanderer on the earth. Anyone
19

Theodoret († 458) was the bishop of Cyrrhus, Syria and an exegete.
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may kill me at sight” (Gen 4:13-14). Note that he does not fear
anything other than to be killed as punishment of revenge and to
lose his own life for having taken the life of his brother, because
he feared that he must be killed. When he declares that he must
become a wanderer and a fugitive on the earth, does he not acknowledge that the crime divested him of peace of soul to such
an extent that for this lack of peace in his heart, he could not settle
in one place? When he says that he must hide himself from the
face of God, he openly admits that he evidently merited the “punishment of condemnation” for shedding his brother’s blood. Since
he declares that his transgression is so great that it cannot be forgiven he falls at once into total despair and screams that the salvation of his soul is already lost.
O the most savage torturer, the worm of conscience! O, sin,
which should be accursed a thousand-fold and avoided more
carefully than poison; which gives birth to our cruelest accuser
and – at the same time – the severest torturer! Lippoman20 so
rightly warns: “Let us, then, constantly fear that we may never
commit such a shameful deed, for which we will be forced to
bear the pangs of conscience eternally.”
But how do we carry this out, if God does not support our conscience with His right hand, does not direct it by His light, so
that it would not wander more shamefully, so that it would not
fall more seriously? It is necessary, therefore, to pray to Him tirelessly, so that He does not cease to take continual care of our
souls. It is necessary to constantly bother Him, following the example of the Prophet King: “Into your hands, Lord, I commend
my spirit.” Our Savior inspires us to this by His own example,
when He surrendered His most sacred spirit upon the harshest
wood of the cross. As He Himself entrusted His own spirit to
the eternal Father, so we also entrust our spirits to Him: our
thoughts, our souls, and our consciences.
When we recognize the disease caused by our vices under
which pressure we lament, just coming to our senses is not
20

Luigi Lippomano (Aloisius Lipomanus Lippomano) (1500 – † 15 August
1559, rome) was a bishop of Bergamo and hagiographer.
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enough. It is not enough to wash out our sins through sincere
penance and to properly discard evil habits. We must add [to
this] the avoidance of new sins. We must add the steady care for
preventing the return of the disease – as doctors say – so that
we do not return to the vomit in the disgusting manner of dogs;
so that we might not get entangled in the diabolical snares, from
which we have been set free thanks to the grace of God. But I
ask: Who could do this on his own strength? Who could accomplish this even employing the greatest ingenuity, if not supported
by Christ or strengthened by Him, without whom we can do
nothing, nothing at all? We must then often sigh to Jesus, our
Helper, and with great zeal – as the Church prescribes – always
repeating: “Into your hands,” Lord, “I commend my spirit: you
will redeem me, LOrd, God of truth” (Ps 31:6). I commend then
my spirit into your hands, in every hour, in every place, in every
moment, but especially the spirit as it departs from the body.
“Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your
wings” (Ps 17:8). Amen.
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FROM “THE CRUCIFIED ORATOR” BY BLESSED STANISLAUS PAPCZYńSKI
My Christian, listen to your Master and Leader speaking from the pulpit of the
Cross. […] He asks for forgiveness of both the punishment and the guilt […] He
begs pardon] for those who betrayed Him, took captive, chained, dragged, mocked,
scourged […]
O immeasurable depth of clemency and mercy! Sinner, look what an excellent
example of loving enemies He gives you! He did all that for your own good! Cast
out at once from your heart the resentment that you hold against your adversary
or your enemy, and the most merciful God, who gazes upon you with greatest
kindness, will grant you the forgiveness of all your sins and will fill you with an
abundance of His grace. […]
O the happiest man, through love of enemies you obtain forgiveness of sins
and you are adopted as a son of God, also!
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