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W e know that the hall-
mark of living the 
message of mercy is 

trust in God. Jesus instructed St. 
Faustina to put the words “Jesus, 
I trust in You” at the bottom of 
the Divine Mercy Image (see 
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska, 47). 

But an equally important facet 
of receiving and radiating God’s 
mercy involves the element of for-
giveness. Forgiveness, in itself, is 
an act of mercy. It opens the door 
of our hearts, so to speak, so that 
we are able to accept Jesus’ rays of 
mercy and radiate that mercy to 
others. 

Lack of forgiveness is often 
a stumbling block to interior 
healing. It holds us back and is a 
burden that makes it extremely 
diffi cult to ever be able to say 
what St. Paul wrote, “I have 
fought the good fi ght, I have 
fi nished the race, I have kept the 
faith” (2 Tim 4:7). We all know 
the saying, “forgive and forget.” 
But we seldom forgive and rarely 
forget. 

A few years ago I was giving a mission at a parish in Canada. 
On the fi rst night, I spoke on forgiveness. The next evening a 
gentleman came up to me and said, “After your talk last night, 
I knew I needed to call my cousin. My parents and her parents 
had fought for years and never spoke to each other. After our 
parents died, we just continued not speaking to each other. I 
called her up and asked if we could meet and talk and seek rec-
onciliation. She immediately started sobbing and was so happy 
to hear my voice. We are meeting next week, and I am so happy 
that I reached out to her. Thank you for your talk on forgiveness 
and I am so happy that we are getting together next week.” 

Years ago, an event happened in our cenacle group that I 
will never forget. The week’s lesson was on forgiveness, and the 
following week Teresa came to the group and said, “Let me tell 
you what happened since our last meeting. On Wednesday my 
daughter called and said that my fi rst husband was terminally 
ill. We have been divorced for 20 years, and since the marriage 
broke up, there has never been a kind word between us. I had 
her call him and see if the two of us could visit him on Friday. 
We met, and he had so much anger. He laid into me really good 
over all the mistakes I had made, but I also told him how he 
had hurt me as well. When it was all said and done, we forgave 

each other, cried, hugged, and said our goodbyes. The next day 
he called in a priest and received the Sacraments of Reconcilia-
tion, Eucharist, and Anointing of the Sick. The following day he 
died.”

I’ll never forget those stories. They pointed out to me the 
importance of someone taking the fi rst step. And if you look at 
the Image of Divine Mercy, Jesus’ one knee is bent as if He is 
walking towards us and taking that fi rst step. And, remember 
that if we reach out and get rejected, we should be at peace and 
move on as we did what we needed to do. Saint Faustina wrote, 
“We resemble God most when we forgive our neighbors. God is 
Love, Goodness, and Mercy” (Diary, 1148). 

If we truly want to be a refl ection of the image and God’s 
love, we must forgive each other and ourselves as well. Families 
are broken, people are hurting, and God is calling us now to live 
the message of Divine Mercy in a deeper way. 

Remember and ponder the words of St. Faustina from her 
Diary, “We resemble God most when we forgive our neighbor.” 

Dr. Bryan Thatcher is the director of Eucharistic Apostles of 
The Divine Mercy, an apostolate of the Marian Fathers of the 
Immaculate Conception.

Forgiveness and the 
message of mercy

By Bryan Thatcher, MD 

forgive
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A s Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy, we understand the 
gift of the Eucharist and the importance of spreading the mercy of 
God and the love Our Blessed Mother has for each one of us. 

In light of our mission statement and current world conditions, I would 
like to share some reflections of the dream of St. Don Bosco (1815-1888). 
In the early 1860s, he revealed his most famous dream to the world. It was 
a prophetic vision destined to occur in the latter part of the 20th century or 
the early stages of the 21st century. Time has unraveled some of its relevance 
in the Church of today.

Let me begin by painting a literary picture 
of the dream. In Don Bosco’s vision, we 

see a huge white ship with the figure 
of the Pope at its helm. The day 

has been thrust into darkness 
with great thunder and lightning 
abounding. Huge waves are toss-
ing the ship to and fro. Surround-

ing the ship are small life boats 
armed with cannons. These smaller 

life boats have opened fire on the big 
ship, attempting to sink it. Ahead of the 

big white ship we see two pillars: one of the 
Blessed Mother and the other of the Holy Eucharist. 

The Pope is steering the ship, attempting to navigate her dead center 
between these two pillars. On the other side of these pillars is a safe harbor 
and peaceful waters where he can moor the ship in safety by using chains 
emanating from the two pillars. 

Saint Don Bosco stated that, were this vision to come to realization, the 
time would be marked by a false ecumenism and a false Church that would be 
attacking the true Church of Christ.

Let us begin to analyze this dream by defining its main elements in light 
of the “signs of the times.” The Pope is St. John Paul II (1978–2005) and the 
large ship is the Holy Catholic Church. The life boats are being manned by 
those who have jumped ship (relativists). They disagree with the Pope’s direc-
tion and steerage. They feel that by steering the boat in the direction of the pil-
lars, he would undermine their work in unifying Christianity and using Papal 
authority as captain of the ship, which would ultimately undermine collegial-
ity. This portrays a false Church and a false ecumenism. 

Throughout the entire travail, the Pope remains steadfast in his resolve, and 
he positions the ship squarely between the two pillars. But he has not yet entered 
into safe harbor. This is precisely where the Holy Church of today now sits.

When we analyze the last two years preceding the death of John Paul II, we 
begin to understand how he positioned the ship. In the year 2003, he issued a 
proclamation declaring the Luminous Mysteries. As well, he dedicated Octo-
ber 2002 to October 2003 “the Year of the Rosary.”

In the year 2004, he proclaimed a year dedicated to the Holy Eucharist. In 
2005, he died on the vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday following Mass and receiving 
Holy Communion. It was on a First Saturday, which is dedicated to Our Lady.

Going back to 1981, at the Shrine of Merciful Love in Collevalenza, Italy, 
John Paul declared his mission as Pope to the world. He was to prepare the 
world for the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred and 
Divine Merciful Heart of Christ by means of offering the message of Divine 
Mercy to the whole world. He himself would not enter into safe harbor (era 
of peace), but he would be responsible to prepare the Church for crossing the 
threshold of hope and, therefore, entering into this safe harbor.

In order for humanity to enter into this “safe harbor,” we must grasp the 
chain emanating from Our Lady’s pillar (Holy Rosary) and the chain emanat-
ing from the Holy Eucharist by praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.

As Eucharistic Apostles, we are under the patronage of Our Lady. Book 
four in the formation program is the book on Mary written by Dr. Robert 
Stackpole. And as Eucharistic Apostles, we understand the gift of the Eucharist 
and the importance of spreading the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, as 
well as the important message of God’s Divine Mercy.  

When John Paul II died after the Divine Mercy Mass, he left with us the 
answer as to how do we cross over into the new era. The answer is given in this 
quote given by Christ to St. Faustina concerning the importance of celebrat-
ing Divine Mercy Sunday in all the Catholic Churches throughout the entire 
world, and living a life of love and trust in God. It is a declaratory sentence 
and answer: “Mankind will not have peace until it turns with trust to My 
Mercy” (Diary, 300).

The vision of  
St. Don Bosco, 
Divine Mercy,  
and Our Lady 

By Paul Regan

Theologian and author Dr. Robert Stackpole’s excellent book, Mary:  
Who She Is and Why She Matters (Marian Press), is now part of 
the EADM formation program. To order, visit ShopMercy.org or call 
1-800-462-7426. (Product code: EV21-MBK)
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Our first EADM group started in April of 2005 with 22 members. 
Our mission as a parish is to bring souls closer to Christ. Our mission 
as a formation group is to help spread the message of Divine Mercy 
in our parish, our homes, and our community. We would meet twice 
a week to study Scripture, the Catechism, and St. Faustina’s Diary
together with praise and worship music and prayers. Our cenacle stud-
ied the formation manuals (one, two and three) for a total of four years 
and two months. To help enhance our prayer life we would fast as a 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 
Pete Opetaia wrote and told us:

group for 12 hours, usually from 12 a.m. until 12 p.m. every Friday. 
We would offer this fasting for the mission of Divine Mercy and for 
a 24-hour perpetual Adoration chapel and new workers who will help 
with its mission. We are a mission-driven cenacle and truly enjoy the 
guided studies on the message of Divine Mercy. 

Our mission work of mercy was not always easy as we were faced 
with many obstacles. But in the end, Jesus wins! In 2016, our side 
chapel was named “Divine Mercy Chapel,” and in May 2017, this 
chapel was dedicated and opened as the Divine Mercy Chapel of the 
Blessed Sacrament for Perpetual Adoration. We have parishioners 
that pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy daily before every weekday 
Mass and after the noon Mass on Sundays. Our parish strives to be 
the “Divine Mercy” center for Colorado.

We have just started a second cenacle formation group. We meet 
once a month on every second Thursday and cover four chapters of 
the formation manual per meeting. 

The Diary has a lot of spiritually rich conversations between Jesus 
and St. Faustina from which we draw inspiration for our daily lives. 
One of most meditative paragraphs is found in Diary entry 367, 
when our Lord speaks about how sad He is because of the ingrati-
tude and forgetfulness of souls living in this world. This paragraph 
hits me right to the core of my being. Even when I am unfaithful 
and not worthy of His grace, He is faithful and loyal and still giving 
more chances to know and love Him. And every time I think of this 
passage, tears flood my soul and my eyes.

T he 15th Annual Divine Mercy 
Medicine, Bioethics, & Spirituality 

Conference was held at the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, on 
May 7-8, drawing more than 150 healthcare 
professionals from across the country. 

The keynote speaker was retired nurs-
ing professor Gosia Brykczynska, PhD, 
RN, OCV, of London, England, who has 
written and presented extensively about 
Blessed Hanna. She is the biographer of 
the new Marian Press book, Blessed Hanna 
Chrzanowska, RN: A Nurse of Mercy. Blessed 
Hanna’s canonization cause was opened at 
the request of her nursing colleagues, who 
knew she was a saint. Blessed Hanna is the 
first lay registered nurse to be beatified!

Other speakers included the Most Rev. 
Robert McManus, bishop of Worcester; Iris 
Mamier, associate professor at Loma Linda 
University School of Nursing; the Very 
Rev. Fr. Kaz Chwalek, MIC, provincial 
superior for the Marian Fathers’ province 
in the United States and Argentina; Sophia 
Romagnano-Culbertson, BSN, RN, from 
Children’s Hospital of Orange County 
(CHOC); Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, vice-postulator for St. Faustina’s 
canonization cause; Fr. Chris Alar, MIC, 

director of the Association of Marian 
Helpers; Marie Romagnano, RN, founder 
of Healthcare Professionals for Divine 
Mercy; Christopher Klofft, STD, bioethi-
cist; Dr. Bryan Thatcher, the director of 
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy; 
Ron Sobecks, MD, of the Taussig Cancer 
Institute, Cleveland Clinic; and Robert 
Stackpole, STD, director of the John Paul II 
Institute of Divine Mercy.

At the conference, Marie announced 
the new initiative called Healthcare: Divine 
Mercy Matters. She invited all to visit 
DivineMercyMatters.org to view the many 
educational videos now available on a 
diverse number of healthcare topics based 
on the past 15 years of the conference. In 
addition, all were encouraged to make their 
Catholic doctors and nurses aware of the 
videos that cover a wide breadth of medical, 
bioethical, and spiritual topics. 

Also noted was that these videos are also 
for laity who seek answers to difficult ques-
tions on many medical and spiritual issues. 
So please help us spread the word to cenacle 
members, religious, and those members of 
the medical community each of you know. 
All could benefit from the past conference 
talks. 

Healthcare Conference held in May 

Gosia Brykczynska, PhD, RN, OCV, biographer 
of the new book Blessed Hanna Chrzanowska, 
RN: A Nurse of Mercy, was the keynote speaker. 
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DIVINE MERCY   
AS A WAY OF LIFE

Live the message 
daily through 
forgiveness, trust,
and mercy.
EV21-DWLN $3.99
Spanish:
EV21-DWLS $3.99

LIVING THE 
MESSAGE OF 
DIVINE MERCY

The role of suffer-
ing, humility, and 
spiritual poverty in 
our lives.
EV21-DWL2  
$3.99

RACHEL, WEEP 
NO MORE

Find healing from 
the aftereffects of  
abortion through 
Divine Mercy. 
EV21-RWNM    
$3.99 

PRAYING THE 
CHAPLET FOR THE 
SICK AND DYING

How we can obtain 
grace for the dying 
souls most in need.
EV21-DMPBA  $3.99
Spanish:
EV21-SDB  $3.99

CENACLE FORMATION MANUALS

Here are the official guides for prayer cenacles, using the 
Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska and integrating 
it with Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. By Dr. Bryan and Susan Thatcher. $13 EACH

CENACLE OF THE DIVINE MERCY:
EWTN PROGRAM SERIES I
Join the cenacle members from around 
the country in discussing the impact 
of Divine Mercy on their lives. Free 
Companion Guide included! 4 DVDs.  
EV21-CGDVD  $39.95

CENACLE OF THE DIVINE MERCY:
EWTN PROGRAM SERIES II
Join Fr. Joe Roesch, MIC, and Bryan 
Thatcher, MD, in further exploration of 
the riches of the Divine Mercy message. 
Free Companion Guide included! 4 DVDs.
EV21-CG2DVD  $39.95

Additional Compa nion Guides for each series can be ordered for group use. Call for quantity pricing; use 
codes EV21-CGER and EV21-CGE2.

PAMPHLET FOR SICK & DYING: EV21-CSDEA

At the Bedside of the Sick and Dying: A Guide 
for Parish Ministry, Family, and Friends
Mixing Divine Mercy spirituality with practical guidance, 
Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy founder Bryan 
Thatcher, MD, and Disciple of Divine Mercy in the Holy Face 
of Jesus Kathleen Wabick inform, encourage, and inspire 
you to take up this great work of mercy. A handy introduc-
tion to the grace-filled apostolate of praying for (and with) 
the sick and dying.
EV21-PMBK $3.99

MANUAL 1: EV21-CFM1
MANUAL 2: EV21-CFM2
MANUAL 3: EV21-CFM3

3-BOOK SET: EV21-SCFM ($35)
ALSO AVAILABLE IN SPANISH

To order: Visit ShopMercy.org/eadm 
or call 1-800-462-7426.

THE CHAPLET OF 
DIVINE MERCY IN SONG

This contemporary rendition of 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
in Song seeks to bring together 
Christians of every denomina-
tion to implore God’s mercy for 
families and the world. If you 
loved the original, get this second 
edition that calls on our Lord’s 
mercy, leading you to an even 
more powerful and prayerful 
experience! 
EV21-DMSCD2  $14.95

GENERATIONS 
UNITE IN PRAYER:

The Divine Mercy Chaplet in Song

DVD: EV21-GEND  $19.95
Special price!

CD: EV21-GENC   $2

BEST OF ... 
PEARLS OF DIVINE MERCY

Collection of 25 Divine Mercy 
teachings for your family 
and workplace. 
By Dr. Bryan Thatcher.
EV21-BOPCD  $20

PERFECT SACRIFICE

Rekindle Eucharistic 
amazement with this 
contemplative CD by 
Annie Karto.
EV21-PSCD  $15

OVERSHADOW ME

Songs praising God’s goodness 
in voice and string that call 
upon the Holy Spirit to renew 
us. By Annie Karto.
EV21-OMCD $16

Blessed Hanna Chrzanowska, 
RN: A Nurse of Mercy
By Gosia Brykczynska
Blessed Hanna Chrzanowska, RN: A 
Nurse of Mercy, the first lay registered 
nurse to be beatified, recounts the extraor-
dinary life of a holy, 20th-century woman 
whose tireless efforts to serve her patients 
both medically and spiritually changed 
Polish healthcare and the worldwide 
Catholic Church.

EV21-HANBK  $12.95
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O n April 28, 2018, the 
Venerable Servant of God 

Hanna Chrzanowska was beatified 
at the Sanctuary of Divine Mercy 
in Krakow-Łagiewniki, Poland, on 
the grounds of the convent where 
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska lived. 

She is the first lay registered 
nurse to be beatified, and it is the 
first time in the history of canon-
izations that a professional group, 
the Polish Catholic Association of 
Nurses and Midwives, approached 
their local bishop Cardinal 
Franciszek Macharski to open 
Hanna’s canonization cause of one 
of its own members. 

Blessed Hanna 
Chrzanowska 
(1902-1973)

Hanna Chrzanowska was born 
in Warsaw on 7 October 1902 to 
a wealthy family and had an idyllic 
childhood. She was one of the first 
women to graduate from the newly 
opened Warsaw School of Nursing 
in 1924. Hanna knew about the 
nursing profession even as a child, 
because her maternal aunt, Zofia 
Szlenkier, who was a well-known 
philanthropist and who founded a 
paediatric hospital in Warsaw, had 
studied nursing at St. Thomas’ School 
of Nursing in London, before becom-
ing the first matron of her own hos-
pital. Zofia was Hanna’s favorite aunt and when Hanna became ill as 
a child, and needed to go to hospital, she was admitted to her aunt’s 
paediatric hospital. This childhood experience of hospitalization deep-
ly affected Hanna and intensified her resolve to become a nurse.

Upon finishing her nurse training, Hanna was sent to Paris on a 
Rockefeller scholarship to study community nursing, and this was to 
define her area of nursing interest for the rest of her life. Hanna spent 
most of her professional life as a nurse-teacher, responsible for com-
munity nursing (which included school nursing and maternal and 
child health). Hanna helped set up the Polish Nursing Association, a 
professional nursing journal (of which she was editor), and worked on 
the first Nursing Act, 1937. In addition to her nursing activities, she 
also wrote novels and published poems.

During the war, she worked as coordinator of relief services for 
refugees. After the war, she went back to teaching community nursing 

and upon returning to Poland from 
a nursing scholarship to the USA,  
looking at community nursing, she 
said, ‘community nursing demands 
wise practice, takes in many aspects 
of life and, as with other nursing 
disciplines, demands a high level of 
preparation and training’. During 
these post war years, right up to 
her death she was also involved in 
running the historical section of the 
local branch of the Polish Nurses 
Association.

She took forced early retirement 
in 1957, and proceeded to set up 
Parish Nursing in Kraków, at one 
point coordinating over 300 vol-
unteers. It is this work for which 
she is best remembered. She said 
of her work that from its incep-
tion she wanted to base it on the 
church; in helping the housebound 
and disabled she said she was help-
ing Christ himself to carry His 
cross. Hanna was a devout Catholic 
and in the early 1950s became 
a Benedictine oblate of Tyniec 
Abbey. 

In 1971, two years before her 
death, Hanna confirmed her life’s 
choice of work when deliver-
ing a paper at a conference in 
Warsaw. She said, quoting Florence 
Nightingale, ‘I dare to affirm that 
the happiest people, those most in 
love with their profession, most 
grateful for the gift of life, are those 

women who dedicate themselves to nursing!’ Cardinal Karol Wojtyla 
(Pope St. John Paul II) who presided over her funeral Mass and at the 
cemetery, noted that Hanna will be best remembered for her acts of 
mercy. She was, he said ‘the embodiment of the acts of mercy’.

Hanna wrote in her memoirs, “I did not want to study medi-
cine. Never in my life have I regretted that I am not a physician. 
Instinctively I knew that medicine was one profession and nursing 
was something entirely different. I simply felt this distinction in the 
depth of my being, long before I could theoretically describe it. Also, 
not only was nursing something else, it was something higher.”

About the author: Gosia Brykczynska, PhD, RN, OCV, a retired 
university nursing professor, has written and presented extensively about 
Blessed Hanna. She spends her time writing, gardening, painting and 
going on pilgrimages, but in all things, striving to make manifest the 
grandeur and beauty of God.

Get to know Blessed Hanna

WANT TO START A CENACLE? Call the EADM office toll free at 1-877-380-0727, 
and we’ll send  you a free informational packet with a DVD on the ministry.

Marian Press has just released a new book, Blessed Hanna 
Chrzanowska, RN: A Nurse of Mercy, which will surely inspire 
healthcare professionals and the laity. The book is available 
through ShopMercy.org or by calling 1-800-462-7426 
(Product code: EV21-HANBK).



COME HEAR BRYAN SPEAK ON MERCY

GET YOUR 
EADM 

LAPEL PIN
with a 

donation of $25 
or more 

to the ministry. 
EV21-LPEADM

Dr. Bryan Thatcher, director of Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy, 
will be speaking:
●  June 29, at the Shrine of St. Anthony, Ellicott, Maryland 

(contact Alexis at alexisp02@gmail.com)
●  Aug. 10, Buffalo, New York (to be confirmed) 
●  Sept. 12, Legatus meeting, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
●  Sept. 14, Day of Reflection at Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Seneca, 

Kansas (contact Susan at 785-336-1124) 
●  Nov. 22-23 at Old St. Patrick Catholic Church, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

(contact Sean at 734-644-4321)
Bryan’s talks focus on Divine Mercy; St. Faustina and Praying the 

Chaplet for the Sick and Dying; and Mary, Mother of Mercy. 
If your cenacle would like to have Dr. Thatcher speak at your parish, call the 

EADM office at 1-877-380-0727 and ask for a free packet on a Day of Reflection.

EADM LOGO SHIRTS 

POLO-SHIRT 
$25

EV21-PSEAS   
EV21-PSEAM   
EV21-PSEAL 
EV21-PSEAXL 
EV21-PSEAXXL 

VILNIUS IMAGE SHIRT
Wear your faith on your 
sleeve, or at least on your 
shirt, with these Ts 
and Polos. $22            
EV21-DMTSS  
EV21-DMTSM 

T-SHIRT 
$15

EV21-TSEAS   
EV21-TSEAM 
EV21-TSEAL 
EV21-TSEAXL
EV21-TSEAXXL

EADM 
KEY CHAIN
Bring this symbol 
of your faith with 
you on your daily 
commute.
EV21-DMKC  $12

EADM TOTE BAG

Be organized and 
share your faith 
when you use 
this delightful
 tote bag!
EV21-TBDM  
$15

Evangelize on the Go!
with our exclusive line of EADM products

EV21-DMTSL 
EV21-DMTSXL
EV21-DMTSXXL

To order: Visit ShopMercy.org/eadm or call 1-800-462-7426.

EADM relies on your generosity to keep the ministry running. 
Help us continue to bring the message 

of Divine Mercy to a hurting world.

Please donate to EADM today.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Call 1-800-462-7426,  visit marian.org/eadm   
or use the enclosed envelope.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!




