
Ad honorem 
Immaculatae Conceptionis 

Mariae

Consecrated for Christ and the Church 

Seeing the patience [of Fr. Stanislaus] and the works undertaken 
for the glory of God and His Most Gracious Mother, the merciful 
Lord called him – using various incentives through inspirations 
and divine visions, which were recognized by confessors and the-
ologians to be true and reliable – to found in His Church a new 
Institute in order to expand devotion to the Immaculate Concep-
tion, provide assistance to pastors in their ministry, and to help the 
deceased. Therefore, out of obedience to the voice of God and his 
admirable readiness, with the consent of Clement X, the Christ’s 
Vicar on earth, and the Superior General, he altered his original 
vocation, and on Wednesday, December 10, in the Octave of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
year of our Lord 1670, Fr. Michael of the Visitation released him 
from his simple vows and the pledge of perseverance. At the same 
time, he made a new offering of himself to God and His Mother 
in his new Institute, having previously received the blessing of the 
aforesaid Father Michael: “May God strengthen in you whatever 
He achieved in you.” Upon his departure from the Piarists, many 
illustrious Prelates […] offered him various titles, benefices, offic-
es, and honors. However, he – to show greater obedience to the 
Lord and feeling driven by His inspiration – started laying foun-
dations for his new Institute. It is nearly impossible to believe the 
difficulties that he had to conquer, being instructed during this 
time by God through means of miraculous signs.

 From the first biography
 of St. Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, our Father Founder,
 written in 1705 by Mansueto Leporini,
 Vita Fundatoris, (The Life of the Founder)

This book is mainly the fruit of the work 
of the General Commission in Charge 
of the Preparations for the Jubilee of the 
350th Anniversary of the Congregation of 
Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the B.V.M., and it comes as an 
introduction to the Jubilee celebrations. 
For this reason, it includes the Jubilee 
Program so that each confrere may be-
come acquainted with the four-year pro-
gram of the celebrations and may partic-
ipate at least in some of them. However, 
this book’s main matter consists of two 
items: The Conferences for the month-
ly Days of Recollection in 2020 and the 
Letter opening the Jubilee. Furthermore, 
there is also the Jubilee Prayer, which can 
be added to the usual Marian Prayers af-
ter the Liturgy of the Hours and can be 
recited in churches during the celebration 
of Mass with the people before or after the 
concluding blessing. I strongly urge you, 
Dear Confreres, to take advantage of this 
helpful information.
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FOREWORD

“The term ‘Jubilee’ speaks of joy; not just an inner joy but a  jubilation 
which is manifested outwardly, for the coming of God is also an outward, 
visible, audible and tangible event, as Saint John makes clear (cf. 1 Jn 1:1). 
It is thus appropriate that every sign of joy at this coming should have its 
own outward expression. This will demonstrate that the Church rejoices in 
salvation.” (Apostolic Letter Tertio millennio adveniente, p. 16).

After 350 years of the existence of the Congregation of Marian Fathers, 
jubilee joy also becomes ours. This is not of our doing, but purely a gift 
from God in His Providence. Today, we gaze with gratitude at Him for He 
not only raised this community into existence through our  Father Founder, 
St. Stanislaus, but also preserved it and continues to sustain it. During the 
Jubilee events, we want to express our gratitude to God for His protection 
over us throughout our history and to entrust our future to Him.

This book is mainly the fruit of the work of the General Commission 
in Charge of the Preparations for the Jubilee of the 350th Anniversary of 
the Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the 
B.V.M., and it comes as an introduction to the Jubilee celebrations. For this 
reason, it includes the Jubilee Program so that each confrere may become 
acquainted with the four-year program of the celebrations and may partic-
ipate at least in some of them.

However, this book’s main matter consists of two items: the Conferenc-
es for the monthly Days of Recollection in 2020 and the Letter opening the 
Jubilee. Furthermore, there is also the Jubilee Prayer, which can be added to 
the usual Marian Prayers after the Liturgy of the Hours and can be recited 
in churches during the celebration of Mass with the people before or after 
the concluding blessing.

I strongly urge you, Dear Confreres, to take advantage of this helpful 
information. I especially encourage all Marian communities to keep up the 
practice of the regular monthly days of recollection, which are obligatory 
on the strength of our Constitutions, upon which we made our religious 
vows.

I express my heartfelt gratitude to Fr. Joseph G. Roesch, MIC, Chairman 
of the Committee, and all members of the Committee, working with him 
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during many meetings in preparation of the Jubilee Program. I would like 
to thank the Association of Marian Helpers, both in the United States and 
in Poland, for assisting with the development of the Program and, above 
all, for declaring their willingness to provide considerable help in the future 
implementation of the works. I also thank the Marian Fathers Publishing 
House in Warsaw for their kind help in publishing this book

I trust that this book will be helpful in carrying out the many Jubilee 
events, which will contribute to the personal sanctification of each one of 
us, spiritual sons of Saint Stanislaus Papczyński, and to the fortification of 
the Marian identity in our even more dedicated service for Christ and the 
Christ.

Andrzej Pakuła MIC
Superior General
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Rome, December 8, 2019
Prot. No 159/2019

Fr. Andrzej Pakuła, MIC

Superior General’s Letter  
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  

of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of 2019,  
inaugurating the 350th Jubilee of the Origin  

of the Congregation of Marian Fathers

Divine Providence, whose power expands from end to end, rul-
ing everything with sweetness, and whose paths are not ours, 
desired to raise this tiny Marian flock dedicated to the most be-
loved and Immaculate Mother not only within the borders of 
the one Kingdom of Poland, where its roots are, but to spread all 
over the world.

Dear Confreres,

As we open today the celebrations of the 350th Jubilee of the origin of 
our Congregation, we see the above sentence, entered by Fr. Alexis Octavi-
an Fisher in the, Protocollum Balsamensis in 1758, as a perfect expression 
of our entire religious community’s experience throughout its history. It 
is the experience of trust in Divine Providence’s protection over us, which 
has its roots in the spirit of St.  Stanislaus, our Father Founder, who ex-
pressed this trust in God in his Testament: “To all present and to each of 
my future Brothers and Companions [I am] assigning for ever the greatest 
Foundation: the Providence of the Most Generous God.” Also, today, the 
same Providence guides the history of our religious community and ushers 
us into this Jubilee.

Importance of This Jubilee

“In the Church’s history, every jubilee is prepared for by Divine Prov-
idence.” Saint John Paul II used these words in his apostolic letter, Tertio 
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millennio adveniente (17) to describe the theological perspective of a jubi-
lee. The same document also provides other meanings and the goals of a ju-
bilee: “a time dedicated in a special way to God” (12), it gives “impetus to 
the renewal” (19) of faith and the bond with God, it “is always an occasion 
of special grace, ‘a day blessed by the Lord’” and “it is thus a time of joy;” it 
“is meant to be a great prayer of praise and thanksgiving,” and “the joy of 
every Jubilee is above all, a joy based upon the forgiveness of sins, the joy 
of conversion” (32). “Everything ought to focus on the primary objective 
of the Jubilee: the strengthening of faith and of the witness of Christians” 
(42). I trust that our celebrations of the 350th Anniversary of the origin of 
our religious community will contribute to the renewal of our faith and our 
personal bond with the Lord who called us; to the deepening of our iden-
tity and the awareness of our charism; to our giving witness to who we are 
and to the purpose of our existence in the Church; to our re-discovering 
what Christ and His Immaculate Mother, our Patroness, mean to us; to 
strengthening our bonds with our Father Founder, Saint Stanislaus, who – 
always obedient to the Holy Spirit – gave rise to our religious community.

Since we are an apostolic community, all our actions should include 
a pastoral dimension. First, our very Jubilee, if it is lived as a special time of 
grace and regarded as the Lord’s another call to conversion, has a chance to 
become evangelization through our witness of faith. Consequently, giving 
witness to our vocation may attract young men to our community. Also, 
our faithfulness to the Lord and His grace results in the radiance of our 
charism and gathers around us the lay faithful wishing to live out our spirit-
uality. This is the main reason that the Jubilee Commission and then the 
Provincial and Vicariate Superiors during their common meeting in Rome 
in September of this year proposed that the Jubilee work of our Congrega-
tion be to introduce to our parishes and rectoral churches the Confrater-
nity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary (during or immediately after 
the Jubilee).

The Confraternity, included in our most recent Constitutions as a  lay 
association proper to the Congregation, would allow for the better propa-
gation of our charism, while bonding the lay faithful more closely with our 
community. Naturally, this does not prevent each Province from establish-
ing other Jubilee works: evangelization, education, mercy, etc.
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Timeframe and Jubilee Events

The Jubilee celebrations are extended over a period of four years from 
December 8, 2019 to December 8, 2023. The official opening is today’s 
celebration of the Second Vespers of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary at the General House, presided over by Archbishop 
José Rodríguez Carballo, Secretary of the Congregation for Institutes of 
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life. The exact anniversary of 
the origin of the Congregation, i.e. 350 years, falls on December 11, 2020. 
Starting the celebration, a year earlier and commemorating the events pre-
ceding this date, gives us the opportunity to prepare and properly live out 
this anniversary. The Jubilee will close on December 8, 2023, the day of the 
Congregation’s titular feast. That year will mark the 350th Anniversary of 
the approval of the Marian Congregation’s first religious house in the Kora-
biew Forest by Bishop Jacek Święcicki. Our extending the Jubilee celebra-
tions over four years provides a historical reference to the shaping of our 
Congregation, i.e. from its charismatic beginning expressed in the Oblatio 
to the establishing of the first religious community.

The four-year celebrations were planned in such a way as to give each 
individual year a special topic.  These topics define our identity, while cre-
ating a message; they are: Consecrated for Christ and the Church (2020); In 
the School of the Immaculate Conception of Mary (2021); On the Paschal 
Path (2022); On the Charismatic Mission (2023). Conferences for monthly 
Days of Recollection will be prepared every year during the Jubilee period.  
The main subjects of both the conferences and the Jubilee events will be 
related to the themes of the individual years, which will deepen our self-re-
flection in relation to our charism and provide inspiration for the renewal 
of the spiritual life both on an individual and a community dimension. Spe-
cial collective and formation events are planned for each year: in 2020, it 
will be the General Convention and the World Congress of Lay Collabora-
tors; in 2021, a meeting in Licheń of the Marians in initial formation world-
wide, and regional symposia on the School of the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary, organized by the Provinces and General Vicariates as part of their 
annual conventions; in 2022, a meeting of young Marians from around the 
world and an academic session in Warsaw, and later, Provincial and Gen-
eral Vicariates conventions on the Paschal Path of the Congregation; in 
2023, we will celebrate the General Chapter, during which members of the 
Chapter, led by the Superior General, will entrust the Congregation to the 
Virgin Mary in the Basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome. At the end of 
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the Jubilee, together with the traditional renewal of vows on December 8, 
2023, all local communities will entrust to the Immaculate Virgin Mary the 
Congregation and the individual confreres, using the act of entrustment 
previously used during the General Chapter.

A detailed program of the Jubilee celebrations of the entire Congrega-
tion will be announced in a special document. In addition, individual Prov-
inces and Vicariates shall prepare their own programs.

Oblatio – the Jubilee’s fundamental point of reference 

The key moment for our Congregation was the making of the act of the 
Oblatio by Saint Stanislaus Papczyński, traditionally called by us as the act 
of Offering Oneself. Today we know – thanks to the newest historical and 
theological research – that the Oblatio was, according to the intention of 
Father Founder, a formula of the religious vows in a new religious commu-
nity, which he raised to life by this act. Consequently, Brother Stanislaus 
Krajewski, the Founder’s first companion and the second member of the 
new community of Marian Fathers, made his vows before Father Founder 
by reciting the formula of the same Oblatio, which St. Stanislaus had re-
cited after receiving the indult to leave the Piarists. This Oblatio, made on 
December 11, 1670, gave birth to our Congregation. The General Chapter, 
held in Rome in 2017, solemnly proclaimed this fact in the Declaration, 
thus restoring the longest tradition of our community. We want to com-
memorate this fundamental event, giving rise to the Congregation, in 2020, 
in a two-fold manner.

First, on December 8, 2020, or almost exactly 350 years since the Ob-
latio, all of us, spiritual sons of Saint Stanislaus, shall make our Oblatio 
in commemoration of that event, by reciting – in place of the traditional 
formula of the vows – the same formula that Father Founder recited. Only 
in this year, will we renew our vows by reciting the text of the  Oblatio, 
doing so as we usually renew our vows each year on our titular celebra-
tion: publicly, in all communities, before a gathering of the lay faithful (pa-
rishioners, members of the Association, and the Confraternity of the Im-
maculate Conception, friends, etc.). While reciting the Oblatio, we must 
remember that this is a  symbolic and one-time act. Therefore, in order 
to avoid confusion, our reciting of the Oblatio must be preceded by an 
appropriate introduction, explaining to all present at the celebration that 
it is not a new formula of the religious vows, but rather a manner of com-
memorating the 350th Anniversary of the historically first Marian vow. An 
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appropriate booklet of a formative and vocational nature speaking about 
the Oblatio and the Congregation of Marian Fathers will be prepared for 
the lay faithful. The appropriate text will be prepared for all of the Con-
freres to read aloud.

Earlier, during the General Convention in October 2020, a special sym-
posium on the Oblatio and consecration will take place. In addition to the 
issues established for such meetings in our Constitutions (C 276, D 250), 
the Convention participants will reflect on the meaning of religious conse-
cration, with particular emphasis on the document of the Oblatio, which 
lay at the beginning of our Congregation. Our reflection on important el-
ements of the religious life may give a new impetus both to the revival and 
the deepening of our charism, as well as to rediscovering the grace of our 
calling to a special closeness with God and service in the Church. In view of 
the rapidly progressing secularization in today’s world, pondering the most 
important matters of our community and personal life – among which is 
religious consecration in the context of the Oblatio – gives us a chance for 
conversion and a return to our “original love” (cf. Rev 2: 4).

Thanksgiving and reconciliation with God

During the Jubilee, we shall look at our history from the perspective of 
faith and discern the beautiful events, marked by service to the Church and 
the holiness of our confreres who preceded us on the path of the Marian 
vocation. These men have written, thanks to their wonderful and generous 
cooperation with the grace of God, beautiful pages in the history of our 
Congregation, which makes us proud. We rejoice in their joy and, out of 
a sense of participation in the patrimony of our community, we share with 
others the good that our predecessors brought to the history of the Church 
and the human community. This attitude is both right and proper. Cele-
brating the Jubilee gives us all the opportunity to thank God for the favors 
shown to us throughout history as well as our confreres’ response which 
was full of faith.

Looking back on the past, we must not forget such events, affecting both 
the whole community and the individual confreres, which we judge today 
as sad and tragic, scandalizing the community of the whole Church. This is 
particularly a matter of incidents marked by a loss of faith or sin. Just as we 
rejoice in sharing the common good of the whole Congregation, we cannot 
pretend to be unconcerned about shameful events. One of the goals of the 
Jubilee is to “give an account” of the past, as it were, just as we do during an 
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examination of conscience. We thank God for all the good, we apologize 
for evil and ask forgiveness in order to reconcile with God and our fellow 
men, especially those who have experienced scandal. Our communal act of 
apologizing to God and the Church for both communal and individual sins 
will be celebrated – as we do every year on October 24, the “Day of Atone-
ment and Penance” – during the General Convention in Licheń. We believe 
that the confession of sins in a  spirit of penance will prepare our hearts 
to give greater thanksgiving for God’s gifts and graces, while strengthen-
ing our entire community in its continuous striving in faithfulness to the 
charism and the grace of our calling.

Reconciliation with God and with the confreres fits in with the tradition 
of “the indulgence, which is one of the constitutive elements of the Jubi-
lee. The indulgence discloses the fulness of the Father’s mercy, who offers 
everyone his love, expressed primarily in the forgiveness of sins” (Incarna-
tionis misterium, 9). During the Jubilee, there will be a chance to gain in-
dulgences for us, members of the Congregation of Marian Fathers and our 
Internal Co-workers, as well as for all lay faithful who would participate in 
the Jubilee events or visit designated churches or chapels. Indulgences will 
be available at specific locations and times, in accordance with the condi-
tions set forth by the Apostolic Penitentiary. The full list of indulgences will 
be announced later by a special Penitentiary letter.

Entrustment to the Immaculate Mother,  
Patroness of our Congregation

We entrust to the Immaculate Virgin Mary, our spiritual Mother and 
Patroness, the Jubilee of our Congregation’s origin. The Solemnity of her 
Immaculate Conception is a bridge connecting the beginning and the end 
of the Jubilee celebrations. The character of our religious community has 
been remarkably Marian from the very beginning; it is incorporated into 
the title of the Congregation. However, our Marian character has a special 
trait. It is the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of the Lord. This char-
ismatic dimension of our Marian character has been present from the very 
beginning of the Congregation. Our community has always been aware of 
the central place of the Immaculate Conception of Mary in our charism, al-
though it was expressed in various ways, while many of our confreres – also 
those very important to our history – have spent years in gaining an under-
standing of the charism of their religious community. The most emphatic 
example of this is the testimony of Blessed George Matulaitis-Matulewicz, 
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the Renovator of our Congregation, who noted in his Journal: “I thank You, 
Lord, for having given me such extraordinary feelings of love for the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In the past, I found this 
prayer difficult. But now, how sweet it is to fall at her feet and to immerse 
myself in prayer!” (60). Also, our contemporary awareness of the Congre-
gation’s identity has matured to the point of defining the mystery of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary as “the essence of the 
charism of the Congregation” that has been “from the very beginning of 
its existence a special sign, strength and joy of the Marian vocation” (C 2). 
In this context, the Jubilee motto was formulated in the following manner: 
Ad honorem Immaculatae Conceptionis Mariae (in honor of the Immacu-
late Conception of Mary). We turn our gaze towards her, especially at the 
present time, in the hope of her constant intercession for us, her spiritual 
sons who bear her name. May her ability to listen to the Holy Spirit, her 
obedience to the Word of God, her total entrustment of herself to God in 
situations exceeding human reasoning also become our part. May she who 
always submitted herself to God’s action and dedicated her life for the sal-
vation of the world, implore for us the grace of total and sacrificial devotion 
in the service of Christ and the Church.

Immaculata Virginis Mariae Conceptio sit nobis salus et protectio!

Andrzej Pakuła MIC
Superior General
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PROGRAM OF THE JUBILEE 
For the 350th Anniversary of the origin of 
the Congregation of The Marian Fathers 

JUBILEE’S GOAL 
 � “A Jubilee is always an occasion of special grace, “a day blessed by the 

Lord” [...] it is thus a time of joy” (Tertio Millennio Adveniente, 32);
 � Adoration, thanksgiving, joy, looking into the future with hope;
 � Pardon, reconciliation, and atonement;
 � Deepening of the Marian identity and self-awareness;
 � Giving witness to the world, who we are and what we do in the Church.

Jubilee’s motto: Ad honorem Immaculatae Conceptionis Mariae

logo: Jubilee of the 350th Anniversary of the origin of the Congregation 
of Marian Fathers
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Qet4OtvOqoUQzamYBsbxAyf-
wAfLdsLmI?usp=sharing

JUBILEE’S WORk
1. The Jubilee’s work is to establish the Confraternity of the Immaculate 

Conception at our parishes and rector churches (already during the 
Jubilee or right after its conclusion). The Confraternity may facilitate 
a more effective promotion of our charism, while furthering a greater 
union between the lay faithful and our Congregation. An outline of the 
Confraternity’s formation program already exists, but we need to create 
a detailed schedule of its regular meetings. This schedule will be pre-
pared by the Polish Province. Confraternity Statutes already exist.

2. Each juridical entity may conduct other Jubilee works, such as works of 
mercy, charitable works, etc.

Jubileusz-angielski.indd   17 2019-12-03   09:47:31



18

FRAMEWORk OF THE JUBILEE EVENTS FROM 2019-2023
 � Opening the Jubilee celebrations – December 8, 2019, on the Con-

gregation’s titular feast. The official opening at the General House will 
take place during the Second Vespers of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrated by Archbishop José Rodríguez 
Carballo, Secretary of the Congregation for the Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.  The exact date marking the 
350th Anniversary of our Congregation’s origin falls on December 11, 
2020. Starting the festivities a year earlier and celebrating the preceding 
events create an opportunity to prepare for and to live out this event 
properly. For this reason, the Superior General will issue a Circular 
Letter to open celebrations. This letter will also serve as the conference 
for the day of recollection in December. Starting that month, confer-
ences will be prepared and distributed for monthly days of recollection 
according to specifically designated topics for individual years up until 
and including 2023 (four consecutive years in total).

 � Conclusion of the celebrations – December 8, 2023, on the Con-
gregation’s titular feast. This year marks the 350th Anniversary of the 
Approval of the Marian Fathers’ first religious house in the Korabiew 
Forest by Bishop Jacek Święcicki.

 � By extending Jubilee celebrations over the four-year period a historical 
reference is made to the process of our Congregation’s emergence from 
its charismatic beginning expressed in Oblatio to the establishment of 
the first religious community.

YEAR 2020 
CONSECRATED FOR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH  

The year of preparation for the renewal of Oblatio 

1. Conferences for the monthly days of recollection that referr to the 
emergence of our Congregation and the shaping of its charims, the act 
of Oblatio, and history of our religious community. 
Prepared by Fr. Andrzej Pakuła, MIC

2. September 23-27, 2020: International Congress of our Congrega-
tion’s Lay Co-operators in Licheń, Poland

 � Motto: Blessed Virgin Mary’s Immaculate Conception as a  Beautiful 
Fruit of The Divine Mercy;
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 � In charge: Br. Andrew Mączyński, General Promoter of the Association 
of Marian Helpers and Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception, in 
co-operation with the AMH Directors in Poland (Fr. Łukasz Wiśniewski) 
and in the U.S. (Fr. Christopher Alar);

3. October 19 – 24, 2020: General Convention for members of the Con-
gregation in Licheń

 � Topic: Oblatio and consecration 
 � In charge: General Government
 � Program of the General Convention:

Oct. 19, 2020, Monday – opening of the convention at the tomb of our 
Father Founder at Marianki (Liturgy of the Hours, meditation, Eucha-
rist, visiting the museum, etc.); on the way to Licheń – visiting the first 
Marian Fathers’ religious house in the Marian Forest.
Oct. 20-21, 2020, Wednesday–Thursday – Holy Mass celebrated at the 
Licheń Basilica to open, followed by the symposium (its program will be 
prepared by Frs. M. Kozak, J. Kumala, and T. Sekulski).
Oct. 22-23, 2020, Thursday–Friday – proceedings of the General Con-
vention; celebration of the Day of Atonement and Penance.
Oct. 24, 2020, Saturday – Closing the Convention with celebration at 
the Licheń Basilica, in which lay faithful participate (the Eucharist will 
be presided over by the Apostolic Nuncio).

4. December 8, 2020 – Public profession of Oblatio by all the Marians. 
Saint Stanislaus’s profession of the Oblatio in 1670 initiated the Congre-
gation of the Marian Fathers. For this reason, on our titular day, Decem-
ber 8th, instead of making traditional renewal of vows, Father Found-
er’s spiritual sons shall recite the Oblatio which was the first formula of 
the religious vows in the Marian Community. Essential elements of this 
event:

 � Just like the renewal of vows, the Oblatio would be made publically in 
all local communities in the presence of the lay faithful (parishioners, 
members of the AMH, friends, etc.);

 � Prior to reciting the Oblatio, an appropriate introduction should be 
made explaining to all present that what they were to witness is not 
a new formula of profession of the religious vows, but an act of com-
memorating the 350th anniversary of the historically first Marian pro-
fession of vows;
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 � An appropriate brochure on the Oblatio, the Congregation of Marian 
Fathers, etc., should be prepared for the Marians and the lay faithful. 

 � On December 11, 2020, each local community shall celebrate in its own 
manner the act of Oblatio.

 � In charge: Fr. Andrzej Pakuła (text), Br. Andrew Mączyński and Fr. Łukasz 
Wiśniewski  (graphic design and print).

 � Fr. Wiśniewski and Br. Mączyński will prepare in pdf the projects of 
folders in various languages. Individual juridical entities languages will 
translate into local languages and print their own folders.
 

YEAR 2021 
At the school of the immAculAte conception 

1. Conferences for the Days of Recollection that aim at practical appli-
cations of the school of the Immaculate Conception. Texts of the confer-
ences will be prepared by Fr. Janusz Kumala. 

2. July 10–21, 2021: Meeting of the Marians in initial formation from 
around the world in Licheń, Poland 

 � In charge: Fr. Tomasz Nowaczek and the Formation Committee;
 � Marians prior to the ordination to the priesthood or – in case of reli-

gious brothers – to the profession of perpetual vows shall participate 
in this meeting; individual attendance will be decided by the respective 
Province or General Vicariate Superior.

 � Program:
July 10, 2012 – arrival in Licheń (before 6:00pm);
July 10-11, 2021, (Saturday–Sunday) – Youth meeting in Grąblin, at the 
Annunciade Sisters;
July 12-14, 2021, (Monday–Wednesday) – Licheń: formation time for 
the Marians;
July 15-21, 2021, (Thursday – Wednesday) – pilgrimage, including the 
Marian Forest, Góra Kalwaria, Sulejówek, Goźlin, Skórzec, Warsaw, Jas-
na Góra, Krakow, Podegrodzie, Mariampole.

 � Main topic: Blessed Virgin Mary’s Immaculate Conception
 � Structure of the meetings:

 − all prayers in common;
 − one conference and sharing in groups before midday
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 − one conference and sharing in groups in the afternoon
 − sharing vocation stories.

3. Regional symposia on the school of the immaculate conception 
organized in 2021 by Provinces and General Vicariates as part of their 
annual conventions (see C 277).

 � Fr. Janusz Kumala will prepare basic subjects for the symposium;
 � It is necessary to develop such a dogmatic and spiritual approach that 

would lead to achieving spiritual and pastoral implementations;
 � More than usual number of attendees from a province or a general vi-

cariate should participate in this convention;
 � It would be good to invite local theologians to deliver conferences;
 � Provinces and general vicariates will work out bibliographical sugges-

tions of texts on the Immaculate Conception of the Most B.V.M. in local 
languages for the benefit of their confreres. In charge: provincial and 
general vicariates superiors.

YEAR 2022
on the pAschAl pAth

1. Conferences for the Days of Recollection focus on the interpretation 
of religious life in paschal key. Must not be necessarily related to the 
history of our Congregation. May refer to the history of salvation and 
the paschal road of a religious community as such. 
Frs. Kazimierz Pek and Wojciech Skóra will prepare the conferences. 

2. Between March 7 and March 11, 2022: Academic session at the Ste-
phen Cardinal Wyszynski University in Warsaw; 

 � Topic: Demonstration of the work of God in the history of the Congre-
gation along with the history and theology in such a way so that it may 
become a  reference point for the Marians’ existential inspiration and 
verification of their apostolic commitments;

 � The session is attended by members of the Polish Province convention 
and other Marians; the session is open to general public.

 � Fr. Dr Jarosław Sobkowiak and Fr. Prof. Dr Bogumił Gacka are in charge 
of preparing and running the session;

 � Fr. Piotr Kieniewicz is in charge of preparing the report on the session, 
which will be translated into other languages and sent to our provinces 
and general vicariates.
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3. July 9–20, 2022 – Meeting in Poland of the young Marians from 
around the world in Licheń

 � In charge: Fr. Tomasz Nowaczek and the Formation Committee;
 � Participants: Marian priests before their ordination or – in case of re-

ligious brothers – 10th anniversary of perpetual profession; respective 
provincial or general vicariate superior shall decide about individual at-
tendance;

 � Program:
July 9, 2022 – arrival in Licheń (before 6:00pm);
July 9-10, 2022 (Saturday – Sunday): Youth meetings in Grąblin at the 
Annunciade Sisters;
July 11–13, 2022 (Monday – Wednesday), Licheń: formation time for 
the Marians;
July 14-21, 2020 (Thursday – Wednesday): pilgrimage, which will in-
clude the Marian Forest, Góra Kalwaria, Sulejówek, Goźlin, Skórzec, 
Warsaw, Jasna Góra, Krakow, Podegrodzie, Mariampole.

 � Main topic: the Immaculate Conception of the Most B.V.M.
 � Structure of the meeting:

 − all prayers in common;
 − one conference and sharing in groups before midday
 − one conference and sharing in groups in the afternoon
 − sharing vocation stories.

4. Provincial and General Vicariates Conventions on the Paschal path 
of the entire Congregation and their respective entity – organized 
after the symposium in w Warsaw;

 � After the symposium in Warsaw, each juridical entity (province, general 
vicariate) will prepare an appropriate meeting of all confreres as part of 
their annual convention, during which a reflection should be conduct-
ed on the paschal road of that entity based on materials referring to 
the history of the Congregation and their own, local experiences. They 
should take as the point of reference the report on the academic session 
at the SCW University in Warsaw to be held on between March 7 and 
11, 2022.

 � These meetings don’t need to come up with pastoral inspirations, but 
instead they should inspire spiritually and promote further and deeper 
reflection on the history and identity of our Congregation.
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YEAR 2023 
ON THE CHARISMATIC MISSION

1. Conferences for the Days of Recollection focus on spirituality of the 
Congregation and the context of the modern world. 
Fr. Tomasz Nowaczek will prepare the conferences. 

2. General Chapter will be celebrated in Rome in February 2023; 
 � The General Chapter will open during the day of recollection that in-

itiates its proceedings. Capitular Fathers, led by the Superior General, 
will make the act of entrusting the Congregation to the Mother of 
God Immaculately Conceived, which will take place at the Basilica of 
Santa Maria Maggiore: this event would take place during the evening 
hours, at the time, established and communicated in advance to the en-
tire Congregation, so that – whenever possible – the same act may be 
performed locally and simultaneously, entrusting all local communities 
of the faithful (religious houses, parishes, shrines, etc.);

 � the General Chapter’s closing message as a fruit of the four-year Ju-
bilee celebrations; its draft will be prepared by the Jubilee Committee;

 � The Jubilee Committee will prepare proposals of a few topics that can 
be examined and discussed at the General Chapter.

3. December 8, 2023, at the closing of the Jubilee celebrations – all Mar-
ian local communities Congregation-wide will perform an act of en-
trusting the entire Congregation and its individual members to the Im-
maculate Mother of God. The act of the entrustment is the same as the 
one used during the General Chapter.

OTHER INITIATIVES  
AND THE WORkS RELATED TO THE JUBILEE

1. A detailed program of celebrations in all of our juridical entities, 
houses, residences, shrines and initiatives shall be prepared;

 � Programs must be prepared everywhere at least for Dec. 8, 2019, that is, 
the opening of the Jubilee, and for Dec. 8, 2023 – the day of its closing.

2. Jubilee’s work shall be establishing the Confraternity of the Immac-
ulate Conception at each and every of our posts.
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3. Jubilee indulgences. The Superior General will petition the Apostolic 
Penitentiary for granting indulgences to the members of our Congrega-
tion on the occasion of this Jubilee. As soon as the proper document is 
received from the Penitentiary, a special letter will be issued to all con-
freres explaining conditions for obtaining these indulgences. 

4. It is possible to petition Church and State authorities for a Jubilee Mes-
sage to our Congregation.

5. Broader dissemination of our Congregation’s charism and history, 
as well as the information about the Jubilee, both in and outside of 
our Community – this concerns provinces and general vicariates pri-
marily:

 � To prepare several-year worth materials about the Marians for the local 
Marian periodicals, published by individual local entities;

 � To insert bookmarks, fan pages, etc. in respective languages in our Web 
pages and social media;

 � To post in churches, physical and virtual places associated with the 
Marians cyclically changing materials about the Marians;

 � To prepare and deliver catechetic lessons, homilies, and interviews for 
the lay faithful, parishes, shrines, mass media, etc.;

 � During the time of Jubilee celebrations, the profile of retreats and ren-
ovations is to conform to the topic of a  specific year. Confreres from 
different jurisdictions may be asked to run retreats and renovations.

6. Superiors of respective juridical entities will issue the Nihil Obstat 
for the conferences of the days of recollection, prepared by their sub-
ordinates.

7. For the duration of the Jubilees, Provinces and General Vicariates 
shall appoint their spokesmen.  Their task will be to liaison with mass 
media and to prepare appropriate materials about the Jubilee.

8. On the occasion of this Jubilee, will be prepared a special “Profession 
Crucifix,” uniform for all members of our Congregation, to be presented 
during perpetual profession. All the Marians who have already made 
their perpetual profession shall also receive this crucifix.

9. The Jubilee prayer will be produced for recitation in local communities 
and for public recitation in parish and rector churches and shrines.
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Fr. Andrzej Pakuła, MIC

CONFERENCES  
FOR THE MONTHLY RETREATS
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JANUARY 2020
THE CALLING OF ST. STANISLAUS TO BE A FOUNDER

 
THE WORD OF GOD
From the Book of Exodus 12:1-8
Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, “This 
month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first 
month of the year to you. Tell all the congregation of Israel that on 
the tenth of this month they shall take every man a lamb according to 
their fathers’ houses, a lamb for s household; and if the household is 
too small for a lamb, then a man and his neighbor next to his house 
shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each 
can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 
without blemish, male a year old; you shall take it from the sheep or 
from the goats; and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this 
month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill 
their lambs in the evening. Then they shall take some of the blood, and 
put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat them. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with unleav-
ened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it.

PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION
From the first biography of St.  Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, our 
Father Founder, written in 1705 (by Mansueto Leporini, Vita Fun-
datoris, (The Life of the Founder)

Seeing the patience [of Fr.  Stanislaus] and the works undertaken for 
the glory of God and His Most Gracious Mother, the merciful Lord called 
him – using various incentives through inspirations and divine visions, 
which were recognized by confessors and theologians to be true and relia-
ble – to found in His Church a new Institute in order to expand devotion 
to the Immaculate Conception, provide assistance to pastors in their min-
istry, and to help the deceased. Therefore, out of obedience to the voice 
of God and his admirable readiness, with the consent of Clement X, the 
Christ’s Vicar on earth, and the Superior General, he altered his original 
vocation, and on Wednesday, December 10, in the Octave of the Immacu-
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late Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year of our Lord 
1670, Fr. Michael of the Visitation released him from his simple vows and 
the pledge of perseverance. At the same time, he made a new offering of 
himself to God and His Mother in his new Institute, having previously 
received the blessing of the aforesaid Father Michael: “May God strength-
en in you whatever He achieved in you.” Upon his departure from the 
Piarists, many illustrious Prelates [...] offered him various titles, benefices, 
offices, and honors. However, he – to show greater obedience to the Lord 
and feeling driven by His inspiration – started laying foundations for his 
new Institute. It is nearly impossible to believe the difficulties that he had 
to conquer, being instructed during this time by God through means of 
miraculous signs. Thus, thanks to God and to the Apostolic Nuncio, as 
well as the bishop of Poznan – his great benefactor, in the Octave of the 
Nativity of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary he was able to put on the white 
habit and to go to the Korabiew Forrest. He was seen there, in the com-
pany of Br. John of the Immaculate Conception also known as Krajewski; 
a  cleric in one of the minor orders by the name of Simon Wierzbicki 
– a Franciscan tertiary, and other laypeople, by the Bishop of Spigaceń, 
a Warsaw official who was inspecting parish churches. Having imparted 
his blessing to them, the Bishop approved the new Institute.

The Institute was canonically erected again by Stefan Wierzbowski, 
Bishop of Poznan; and it was taken under the protection by the Most Gra-
cious King of Poland John III and the entire Commonwealth of Poland and 
Lithuania. Toward the end, feeling weakened by age [the Founder] wishing 
to see – prior to departing from among the living – the situation of his 
spiritual sons stabilized with God’s blessing and his Institute approved by 
the Holy See, dispatched to Rome Fr. Joachim of St. Ann, elected by the 
Chapter Procurator General, giving him the authority to act in the best 
possible way in the matter of his Congregation’s approval or confirmation 
by the Holy See. Father Joachim returned to Poland, bringing the desired 
grace of the Holy See to his Superior, Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary in 
Góra, where he found him ailing. He [Fr. Joachim] reported his accom-
plishments to him. Father Founder, filled with immense joy at such news, 
sang “Te Deum Laudamus” and shortly after went to the Holy Nunciature. 
He made his solemn profession of vows before the Honorable Nuncio, 
Francis Pignatellio.
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TEACHING OF THE CHURCH 
Address of Pope Francis to the members of the General Chapter on 
February 18, 2017 

Dear Brothers,
I am pleased to meet with you on the occasion of your General Chapter. 

I greet you warmly, starting with the Superior General, whom I thank for 
his words. Through you, I  would also like to greet the entire Congrega-
tion which is committed to serving Christ and the Church in 20 countries 
around the world.

I have heard that one of the main goals of your General Chapter is to 
reflect on your Congregation’s laws and regulations. This is an important 
task. In fact, there is “a pressing need today for every Institute to return 
to the Rule, since the Rule and Constitutions provide a map for the whole 
journey of discipleship, in accordance with a specific charism confirmed by 
the Church” (Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata, n. 37). 
I urge you, therefore, to carry out this reflection with fidelity to the Found-
er’s charism and to the spiritual heritage of your Congregation and, at the 
same time, with a heart and mind open to the new needs of the people. It 
is true, we must move forward with the new needs, the new challenges, 
but remember: we cannot move forward without memory. It is a continual 
tension. If I want to go ahead without any memory of the past, of the histo-
ry of the Founders, the great figures and also the sins of the Congregation, 
I cannot do so. This is a rule: memory, this ‘Deuteronomic’ dimension of 
life, which must always be used when we update the Constitutions of a re-
ligious congregation.

May the example of your Founder, Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, 
who was canonized last year, light and guide you on your path. He had ful-
ly understood the meaning of being Christ’s disciple when he prayed with 
these words: “Lord Jesus, if You would unite me to You through charity, 
who will wrench me from You? If you will join me to You through mercy, 
who will sever me from You? Let my spirit cleave to You, let Your most 
merciful right hand support me. May the unworthiest member cling to the 
Head, and may this small atom suffer along with the entire sacred, afflicted 
body” (Christus Patiens, III, I).

From this perspective, your service to the Word bears witness to 
the Risen Christ, whom you have met along your journey and whom, 
through your way of life, you are called to take wherever the Church may 
send you.
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Christian witness also requires a  commitment to and for the poor, 
a  commitment which has distinguished your Institute since its origins. 
I encourage you to keep alive this tradition of service to poor and humble 
people, through the proclamation of the Gospel in a language they can un-
derstand, with works of mercy and prayers for the dead; that closeness to 
people like us, simple. I like the passage of Paul to Timothy (cf. 2 Tm 1:5): 
safeguard your faith, which you received from your mother, your grand-
mother...; from the simplicity of a mother, a grandmother. This is the foun-
dation. We are not princes, children of princes or of counts or barons.

We are simple people, of the people and thus, let us approach simple 
people with simplicity, such as those who suffer the most: the sick, chil-
dren, abandoned elderly people, the poor, everyone. This poverty is at the 
core of the Gospel: the poverty of Jesus, not sociological poverty but that 
of Jesus.

Another significant spiritual legacy of your religious family is the one 
your Blessed Brother Giorgio Matulaitis left you: complete dedication to 
the Church and to humankind, “boldly moving forward to work and to do 
battle for the Church wherever the need is greatest” (Journal, p. 45). May 
his intercession help cultivate within you this approach, which in recent 
decades has inspired your initiatives to disseminate the charism of the In-
stitute in poor countries, particularly in Africa and Asia.

Today, the great challenge of inculturation asks you to proclaim the 
Good News with language and means that are comprehensible to today’s 
people, who are involved in processes of rapid social and cultural trans-
formation. Your Congregation boasts a long history written by brave wit-
nesses to Christ and the Gospel. In these footsteps, you are called today to 
walk with renewed zeal, to push yourselves with prophetic freedom and 
wise discernment — both together! — on apostolic paths and missionary 
frontiers, nurturing a close collaboration with Bishops and other members 
of the ecclesial Community.

The horizons of evangelization and the urgent need to witness to the 
evangelical message to everyone without distinction, constitutes the vast 
field of your Apostolate. Many are still waiting to know Jesus, man’s one 
Redeemer, and untold situations of injustice and moral and material diffi-
culty are challenging believers. Such an urgent mission requires personal 
and community conversion. Only hearts which are fully open to the action 
of Grace are able to interpret the signs of the times and to understand the 
pleas of a humanity in need of hope and peace.
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Dear brothers, following the example of your Founder, be brave in your 
service to Christ and the Church, responding to new exigencies and new 
missions, even though they may seem risky, from a human point of view.

In fact, in the “genetic code” of your community, you can read what 
Saint Stanislaus used to say from his own experience: “In spite of innu-
merable difficulties barring the way, divine goodness and wisdom start and 
complete whatever they wish, even if the means, according to human judg-
ment may be unfit. There is nothing impossible with God Almighty.

It has been most explicitly proven in me” (Fundatio Domus Recollection-
is, 1). And this attitude — which results from the paucity of means, even 
from our own paltriness, also from our unworthiness as sinners, comes 
from there, but we have a vast horizon — [this attitude] is precisely the act 
of faith in the power of the Lord: the Lord can; the Lord is capable. And 
our smallness is precisely the seed, a tiny seed, which will sprout, and grow.

The Lord waters it, and in this way it grows. But the feeling of being 
small is really the first step towards trusting in God’s power. Go; go forward 
along this path. I entrust to your Mother and Patron Saint, Mary Immac-
ulate, your journey of faith and growth, in constant union with Christ and 
with his Holy Spirit, that she may make you witnesses to the power of the 
Resurrection. I impart a heartfelt Apostolic Blessing to all of you here, to 
your entire Congregation and to your lay coworkers.

 

MEDITATION

Each religious community is born out of its founder’s obedient faith. His 
founding charism contains his experience of God, which has similarities 
with the calling of Abraham, the father of our Faith. This can be clearly seen 
in the experience of faith of our Father St. Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary. 
In order to found the Congregation of Marian Fathers, he had to leave his 
homeland that is his previous religious community, the Congregation of 
Piarist Fathers. As he personally stated in one of his works written dur-
ing that period of his life, his first community was to him as “most sweet 
Society of the Poor of the Mother of God,” and that he “highly valued” his 
vocation and believed it to be “stirred up solely by God” (cf. Foundation 
of the House of Recollections, 2). In this way, his faithfulness to God and 
to his own conscience became the foundation of his new vocation. Four 
years after our holy Father Founder’s birth to heaven, Leporini wrote his 
biography, in which he included those momentous words: “Seeing the pa-
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tience [of Fr. Stanislaus] and the works undertaken for the glory of God and 
His Most Gracious Mother, the merciful Lord called him – using various 
incentives through inspirations and divine visions, which were recognized 
by confessors and theologians to be true and reliable – to found in His 
Church a new Institute.” The beginnings of our community are born in the 
great suffering of our Founder. He confessed this several years after his de-
parture from the Piarists, when the first Marian monastery was already in 
existence: “Furthermore enormous confusions, scruples, doubts, anguish-
es, fears distressed me and nearly tortured me. For who would have so lax 
a conscience, that he would pass with- out them from the state of vows, 
even simple, to a mere secular [state]?”– thus explaining his vulnerability 
and the reason for his sufferings in the Foundation of the House of Recollec-
tions (FHR, 3). All of this because of his departure from his homeland – the 
Order of the Piarists, in which he spent 16 years of his religious life.

The three years that passed from the moment of accepting the indult of 
departure from the Piarist community until the approval of the first Mari-
an religious house were to Fr. Stanislaus the time of immense spiritual suf-
fering, confusion, anxiety, and doubts whether God had really called him to 
founding a new institute, whether his mystical experience that became his 
destiny was indeed a true one. He thus wrote about himself that “the Divine 
vision, which was imprinted upon my soul in respect to the founding of the 
Congregation of the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M.” kept troubling 
him and pushing him towards finding ways of its implementation, against 
all failures and obstacles, with enormous effort.

Meanwhile, his faith, trust in God, and the experience of God’s Provi-
dence are maturing. Our Congregation is born slowly and slowly Fr. Found-
er’s spiritual experience takes on its external expression. First disciples 
arrive, the first convent is established, the first apostolic activities are un-
dertaken; in the end, the kindness of Church and secular authorities – in-
spired by the Holy Spirit – brings about the approval of the Institute. At the 
same time are also formed the Congregation’s identity, spirituality, mission, 
and its legal status. The religious charism, which was revealed 350 years 
ago in the words of Father Stanislaus, expressed during his act of Oblatio, 
is now entrusted to us so that we, preserving fidelity to our patrimony, may 
pass it on to future generations. May we also serve Christ and the Church 
in obedience to faith as did our holy Father Founder.
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Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. What can I say about my realization of our father, St. Stanislaus’s found-
ing calling?

2. How do I interpret my own vocation in the context of Abraham’s calling 
and the vocation of our father, St. Stanislaus?
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FEBRUARY 2020
EMERGENCE OF THE CONGREGATION

THE WORD OF GOD
Gospel according to Saint Mark 3:13-19

And he went up on the mountain, and called to Him those whom He 
desired; and they came to Him. And He appointed twelve, to be with 
Him, and to be sent out to preach and have authority to cast out de-
mons: Simon whom he renamed Peter; James the son of Zebedee and 
John the brother of James, whom He surnamed Boanerges, that is, sons 
of thunder; Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Aphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION
Declaration by the General Chapter recognizing the profession of 
the Oblatio by St. Stanislaus Papczyński on December 11, 1670, as 
the beginning of the Congregation of Marian Fathers:

The General Chapter of the Congregation of Marian Fathers, having met 
in Rome from February 6-23, 2017, in accordance with the earliest convic-
tions about the origin of our religious institute, and aware that determining 
the moment of the beginnings of any religious community has an effect on 
its consciousness and identity, solemnly declares that: the profession of 
his personally prepared Oblatio by St.  Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
Papczyński, which took place in krakow on December 11, 1670, is to 
be considered and presented as the beginning of the Congregation of 
Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.

At the same time, the Chapter recalls other events, which are important 
for the founding and the renovation of the Congregation:

 � September 8, 1671, in the chapel of the Karski in Lubocza, Fr.  Pap-
czyński put on the white habit to honor the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

 � On October 24, 1673, Bishop Stanislaus Jacek Święcicki approved the 
first house of the Congregation in the Korabiew Forest.
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 � On April 21, 1679, Bishop Stefan Wierzbowski of Poznan erected the 
Marian Order with simple vows of diocesan right.

 � On November 24, 1699, a rescript of the Holy See was issued, approv-
ing the Marians as an Order of pontifical right with solemn vows.

 � On August 29, 1909, Bl. George Matulaitis-Matulewicz professed his 
first vows, which is considered as the date of the Renovation of the Con-
gregation.

ExPLANATION OF THE DECLARATION:

1. The determination of the date of the beginning of a religious com-
munity is not subjected to legal regulations. It is rather a question of the 
tradition of the particular institute and its discretion regarding the event 
defining the origin of the institute, with which this religious community 
most identifies itself (a public declaration by the Founder or his vows, put-
ting on the habit, the creation of a community, episcopal or papal approval 
among other things).

2. Father Stanislaus Papczyński received an indult releasing him from 
vows and membership in the Order of Poor Clerics Regular of the Mother 
of God of the Pious Schools (the Piarists) in the Piarist Residence in Kra-
kow-Kazimierz, on December 11, 1670. The event took place before the 
Vice-Provincial of the Piarists, Fr. Michael Kraus and two Piarists brothers: 
Casimir and Bernard. In this way, he was transferred to the status of a di-
ocesan priest.

3. Immediately after being released from his affiliation with the Pia-
rists, St. Stanislaus professed the Oblatio in front of these three persons, 
in accordance with the vision inscribed in his heart by the Holy Spirit. He 
offered himself totally to God in the Holy Trinity and to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Virgin Mary. He promised that, until the end of life, he 
would “in the purity and zeal serve Them in the Society of Marian Fathers 
of the Immaculate Conception,” which he wanted to found “for the grace of 
God.” At the same time, he also promised obedience and religious poverty, 
and offered a Profession of Faith.

4. The public offering by Fr. Stanislaus (the Oblatio) can be understood 
as his religious profession and the beginning of his consecrated life in the 
new religious institute. The subsequent approvals by Bishops (Bp. Święcicki 
and Bp. Wierzbowski) and the Pope are stages of ecclesial approval of the 
already existing religious community.
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5. In the Congregation of Marians, from the very beginning, there was 
a belief that St. Stanislaus, upon leaving the Piarists, immediately became 
a Marian; thus, our Congregation was actually founded in 1670. This is ev-
idenced by at least the following facts:

 � In the oldest biography of Father Founder, written in approx. 1705 by 
Fr. Mansueto Leporini OFM, we read that Fr. Papczyński, “being obe-
dient to God’s voice and to his mysterious decrees, changed his first 
vocation with the permission of the Vicar of Christ, Clement X, and 
the Superior General. On [...] December 11, A.D. 1670, he was released 
from his simple vows and his oath of perseverance, by Fr. Michael of the 
Visitation. at the same moment, he offered to God and His mother the 
new promise (the Oblatio) in his congregation.”

 � The breve by Pope lnnocent XII, “Ex debito Pastoralis offici” of March 
10, 1786, approving the Marian Order, summarizes the story of the ori-
gin of the Marians in these words: “ln 1670, the order, which is the Con-
gregation mentioned above [...] by the Servant of God Stanislaus, was 
created, it was confirmed by the then Apostolic Nuncio, then connected 
to the Order of Friars Minor of St. Francis”.

The Declaration reinstates the conviction, which existed in the Congre-
gation from the beginning that the founding act was done by the Oblatio of 
St. Stanislaus. This is, therefore, the reinstallation of the original self-con-
sciousness of the Congregation, not making it anew. The confirmation by 
Bp. Swięcicki, issued on October 24, 1673, is an act of approval (aprobatio) 
of the Congregation, rather than its founding (fundatio), and should be 
presented as such.

TEACHING OF THE CHURCH 
From the Apostolic Exhortation of St. John Paul II Vita Consecrata 
(VC 1)

1. The Consecrated Life, deeply rooted in the example and teaching of 
Christ the Lord, is a gift of God the Father to his Church through the Holy 
Spirit. By the profession of the evangelical counsels the characteristic fea-
tures of Jesus — the chaste, poor and obedient one — are made constantly 
“visible” in the midst of the world and the eyes of the faithful are directed 
towards the mystery of the Kingdom of God already at work in history, 
even as it awaits its full realization in heaven.
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In every age there have been men and women who, obedient to the 
Father’s call and to the prompting of the Spirit, have chosen this special 
way of following Christ, in order to devote themselves to him with an 
“undivided” heart (cf. 1 Cor 7:34). Like the Apostles, they too have left 
everything behind in order to be with Christ and to put themselves, as 
he did, at the service of God and their brothers and sisters. In this way, 
through the many charisms of spiritual and apostolic life bestowed on 
them by the Holy Spirit, they have helped to make the mystery and mis-
sion of the Church shine forth, and in doing so have contributed to the 
renewal of society.

MEDITATION

The origin of our Congregation fits perfectly in the long list of vari-
ous religious institutes, which the Holy Spirit raised into existence in the 
Church. Our Institute is spiritually rooted in the Christ’s calling of His 
disciples and refers to the times of the Apostles. It is not by accident that 
in the eyes of our father, St. Stanislaus our Congregation had an apostolic 
character from the very beginning. The apostolicity does not refer only 
the Congregation’s active character that sets our community apart from 
other religious institutes such as eremitical, contemplative, monastic or 
conventual, but it designates the community’s way of life, which marked 
the Apostles, that is staying like them in close unity with Jesus and going 
to proclaim the Gospel to others. Although we celebrate the anniversary 
of the origin of our community this year, the Lord calls each one of us 
individually, by the name, just like He called the Apostles. The Holy Spirit 
creates a community of those who responded to the call and endows it 
with the charism and mission in the Church.

Essential for the community’s identity is the moment of its emergence, 
as it is being raised into existence by the Holy Spirit. In a certain sense, this 
is the most important principle, which defines the community’s spiritual 
character. In our case, this is the act of consecration because the Oblatio is 
our Founder’s total dedication to God in the service to the Church within 
the Congregation, the creation of which, St. Stanislaus declared and also 
commenced. In the act of his Oblatio, our community came to life for the 
first time; not only in the form of a spiritual vision imprinted on the Found-
er’s soul, but also in its external form as the original formula of the vows 
voiced in the presence of other people. 
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For this reason, throughout the entire history of our Congregation both 
before and after the Renovation – perhaps, with the exception of some 
recent years – the act of the Oblatio was regarded by the Congregation’s 
tradition as the reference point – the origin of our community. Our Found-
er regarded it primarily as the formula of his religious vows in the institute, 
the vision of which the Holy Spirit “imprinted upon his soul” while he was 
still a Piarist (cf. Founding of the House of Recollections, 6). Consequently, 
as his first companion, Stanislaus Krajewski joined him, he also made his 
vows by reciting the same act of Oblation, which the Founder made at the 
moment of receiving his indult of departure from the Piarists.

The reason for celebrating the jubilee of the origin of our Congregation 
is not to return to the history of the forms and traditions of our commu-
nity, but to its essential content, out of which it was born. And this is the 
act of Oblation, of our total dedication to God as our way of responding to 
His grace of vocation. 

The Lord called to Him those whom He desired; and they came to Him 
– the Evangelist tells us. Our own vocation, both personal and communal, 
is also embraced by the act of calling the Apostles and their response to 
the calling. Only these two dimensions repeated daily: the gift of vocation 
and its acceptance through dedication to God – as in the Oblatio, will be-
come the sign of the Risen Christ, whom, like the apostles and our father, 
St. Stanislaus, we met on our path of life. 

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. In what aspects (religious, charismatic, sociological, historical, etc.) do 
I see the founding of our Congregation?

2. What significance for me personally does the declaration of the recent 
General Chapter have that declares Father Stanislaus’s making his Ob-
latio on December 11, 1670, as the beginning of the Congregation of 
Marian Fathers?
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MARCH 2020
THE CONGREGATION OF MARIAN FATHERS  
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF THE CHURH.

SEEkING ITS PLACE

THE WORD OF GOD
From the First Letter of Peter 2:1-10

So, put away all malice and all guile and insincerity and envy and all 
slander. Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by 
it you may grow up to salvation; for you have tasted the kindness of the 
Lord. Come to Him, to that living stone, rejected by men but in God’s 
sight chosen and precious; and like living stones be yourselves build 
into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacri-
fices acceptable to god through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: 
“Behold, I am lying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and he who believes in Him will not be put to shame.” To you therefore 
who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not believe, “The very 
stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A 
stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall”; for 
they stumble because they disobey the work, as they were destined to 
do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of Him who 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Once you were no 
people but now you are God’s people, once you had not received mercy 
but now you have received mercy.

PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION
From the “Foreword” to the biography of St. Stanislaus of Jesus and 
Mary, written in the 18th century by the Venerable Servant of God 
Casimir Wyszyński (Vita Venerabilis...)

As Christ the Lord, the eternal Wisdom, was establishing His holy 
Church, He endowed her with many gifts, graces, and qualities, and He 
wished – as her King and the Lord God – to see her adorned with various 
evangelical counsels. However, He does not enforce them, but only encour-
ages everyone who wants to achieve perfection and to attain the Kingdom 
of God with greater certainty.
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[...] Many saintly men and women, who kept these counsels of Christ 
before their eyes, became deeply impressed by them and arranged their 
lives according to them, also explaining them to others. In order to attain 
a greater effectiveness, these persons created various religious orders which 
practiced the counsels of Christ the Lord. We fully realize and profess that 
God’s actions always have an aim: and thus, the Holy Spirit deigned to en-
lighten these holy founders that they would place – according to the needs 
of the times and various expectations – upon their congregations and fol-
lowers certain particular obligations and rules, by which they would dedi-
cate themselves, in following their vocation, to their personal salvation and 
the salvation of others. And so, in the very beginnings of the Church, when 
the memory of the life, Passion, and Blood of Christ was still vivid in the 
hearts of the faithful, the eremitical orders emerged. [...]

With the growing number of people dedicating themselves to God, He 
raised to life other holy Fathers, who organized the servants of God into 
monasteries so that they might lead a cloistered religious life there. Thus 
assembled and obedient to their superiors, they built one another up with 
[good] example, observed the evangelical counsels, and attended to their 
salvation in the best possible manner. But as the harvest grew to such an 
extent that the clean and good grains, which are Christ’s faithful, could not 
all be comprised in distant small cloistered monasteries, the Lord sent new 
saintly reapers to His harvest. They created a different religious state, in 
which they not only personally advanced in virtues through observing the 
solemn vows of chastity, poverty and obedience, but also served as good 
example to Christ’s faithful in towns and settlements, where they estab-
lished their monasteries. As the Church continued to grow more and more, 
it pleased the Most High to bring into His vineyard various holy workers 
who endeavored for their own and their neighbors’ salvation and for the 
benefit of the Holy Church, according to the needs and the historical sit-
uation. Inspired by the Holy Spirit to carry out pious and much-needed 
works, they created various orders and congregations, which, in addition 
to common pious exercises, also had specific tasks proper to their calling. 
[...] By imparting His inspiration to the holy patriarchs of religious orders 
and founders of innumerable religious congregations in a most various and 
admirable manner, the Holy Spirit wished for the Church to shine with this 
variety and remain alive and powerful until the end of time.

In more recent times, the Holy Spirit also inspired His servant, the Ven-
erable Fr. Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary to found the religious Congregation 
of Marians under the invocation of the Immaculate Conception of the Most 
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Blessed Virgin Mary. In addition to other holy practices, they had the strict-
est obligation to provide the most zealous and highly needed assistance to 
souls in Purgatory. In by-gone centuries, the holy Church endeavored in 
every possible manner to support Christ’s faithful still living on earth, but 
in this century, it offers particular assistance to the faithful departed. God’s 
goodness and mercy brought it about that this new Order, lawfully estab-
lished in the militant Church with the approval of her highest shepherds, 
provides sacrificial help to the Penitent Church in Purgatory: “It is therefore 
a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed 
from sins” (2 Mach 12:46, Douay-Rheims). With this, albeit brief foreword, 
I want to convince you, my pious Reader, that the places which all orders 
and congregations occupy in God’s Church is right and proper for them, 
and therefore this last Congregation is of utmost benefit to the souls of Pur-
gatory and perhaps to your soul when you will leave the community of the 
living on earth. I would like to encourage you that – guided by your piety 
– you would help, along with me, the souls suffering in Purgatory and you 
would imitate the Founder in this compassionate work of mercy.

  

TEACHING OF THE CHURCH 
From the document of the Sacred Congregation for Religious and 
for Secular Institutes and of the Sacred Congregation for Bishops 
Mutuae Relationes (MR 11-12)

There are many Religious Institutes in the Church, each differing one 
from the other according to its proper character (cf. PC 7, 8, 9, 10). Each, 
however, contributes its own vocation as a  gift raised up by the Spirit 
through the work of outstanding men and women (cf. LG 45; PC 1; 2), and 
authentically approved by the sacred hierarchy.

The very charism of the Founders (Evang. nunt. 11) appears as an “expe-
rience of the Spirit,” transmitted to their disciples to be lived, safeguarded, 
deepened and constantly developed by them, in harmony with the Body of 
Christ continually in the process of growth. “It is for this reason that the 
distinctive character of various religious institutes is preserved and fos-
tered by the Church” (LG 44; cf. CD 33; 35, 1; 35, 2; etc.). This distinctive 
character also involves a particular style of sanctification and of apostolate, 
which creates its particular tradition, with the result that one can readily 
perceive its objective elements.

In this hour of cultural evolution and ecclesial renewal, therefore, it is 
necessary to preserve the identity of each institute so securely, that the 
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danger of an ill-defined situation be avoided, lest religious, failing to give 
due consideration to the particular mode of action proper to their charac-
ter, become part of the life of the Church in a vague and ambiguous way.

12. Every authentic charism implies a certain element of genuine orig-
inality and of special initiative for the spiritual life of the Church. In its 
surroundings it may appear troublesome and may even cause difficulties, 
since it is not always and immediately easy to recognize it as coming from 
the Spirit.

The specific charismatic note of any institute demands, both of the 
Founder and of his disciples, a continual examination regarding fidelity to 
the Lord; docility to His Spirit; intelligent attention to circumstances and 
an outlook cautiously directed to the signs of the times; the will to be part of 
the Church; the awareness of subordination to the sacred hierarchy; bold-
ness of initiatives; constancy in the giving of self; humility in bearing with 
adversities. The true relation between genuine charism, with its perspec-
tives of newness, and interior suffering, carries with it an unvarying history 
of the connection between charism and cross, which, above every motive 
that may justify misunderstandings, is supremely helpful in discerning the 
authenticity of a vocation.

MEDITATION

A religious community is not created for its own sake. It is a place of 
faith established for the good of the people belonging to it, as well as for the 
entire Church. The community has an identity and a mission confirmed by 
the Church. It also possesses its own charism; that is to say that it has a soul 
enlivened by the Holy Spirit for the good of the whole Church, of which 
this community is also a small part. A congregation fulfills its purpose and 
grows when it carries out its mission in the spirit of its charism.

Our history has known many attempts to capture what was believed to 
be the specificity of our community. In this aspect, the Constitutions are 
always the most demonstrative, but other documents are also important 
because the language of the law is not always easy to grasp. Especially sig-
nificant are the documents that saintly people or prominent figures from 
the Congregation’s history left behind. One such document is the history 
of the founding of our community, described by the Venerable Servant of 
God Casimir Wyszyński, the Founder’s faithful disciple in his introduction 
to Saint Stanislaus’ biography. Here is a quote from this work. The Venera-
ble Servant of God wrote: “... the aforesaid Congregation is most beneficial 
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to the souls of Purgatory.” Helping the dead is of fundamental importance 
to him and he perceives it as our specificity. However, of no lesser impor-
tance to him is the Marian character of our Congregation. For this reason, 
to satisfy the needs of the faithful, as well as of his Order, he promoted 
a  book by Jesuit, Francis Arias entitled “Morning Star.” In his introduc-
tion to that book, he stated: “...we glorify Mary most perfectly by getting to 
know and trying to grasp her virtues described in the Gospels, and above 
all by imitating them.”

We know that some of our predecessors on the path of the Marian vo-
cation accentuated other features [of our community]. Among them were 
Fr.  Raymond Nowicki, the great reformer of our Congregation; Blessed 
George Matulaitis-Matulewicz, the Renovator of our religious community; 
Superior General Bishop Francis Bučys, the Renovator’s first companion, 
and many others. It may be said that – along with the different accents of 
our charism which have been emphasized – the most important is what 
St. Peter stated in his First Letter: “You are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” 
(1 Pt 2:9). Our Congregation, faithful to its charism, has a definite place 
in the community of the Church and contributes to building it up only if 
it communally gives witness to God’s mercy (see 1 Pt 2:10). On the other 
hand, the charism, which is the gift of the Holy Spirit for building up the 
Church, not only indicates the defined forms of apostolic activity, but it 
primarily transforms the hearts of the religious, so that they would first 
give a witness of faith by their lives, and then transmit the power of the 
Spirit through their ministry, and thus, personally striving for holiness, 
they would be able to draw others to do the same. The ultimate goal of ev-
ery charism, including ours, is “sanctification and apostolate” (see Mutuae 
relationes, p. 11). In our case, this is all done at the school of the Immacu-
late Mother of Our Lord.

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. How do I see our Congregation in the context of the entire Church and 
in regard to other religious communities?

2. In what way do I endeavor to deepen my awareness of my own identity 
and the identity of our Congregation within the Church?
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APRIL 2020
SPIRITUAL ExPERIENCE OF THE CHARISM

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Gospel according to St. Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Hail, furl of grace, the Lord is with you!” 
But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and considered in her mind 
what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; 
and the Lord God will give to Him the throne of His father David, and 
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there 
will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since 
I have no husband?” and the angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God. And 
behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For 
with God nothing will be impossible. And Mary said, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And 
the angel departed from her.

PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION
From the autobiographical work of St. Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
entitled Fundatio Domus Recollectionis [Founding of the House of 
Recollection], written in 1675 (pt. 1)

Divine goodness and wisdom begins and brings to an end what it wants, 
in spite of countless difficulties standing in the way, and the very unfitness, 
according to human judgment, of the means. For nothing is impossible for 
the Almighty. This shone forth most clearly in me the most wretched, most 
despicable sinner, most inadequate, most unfit instrument for founding 
the lowest and the smallest Congregation of the Fathers of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Conceived without sin. In me, the spirit was unequal to [the 
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task], no virtue, little prudence, all were by far too small, for dreaming of 
rather than for undertaking a matter of such great difficulty. But God him-
self, God (to whom be everlasting and endless glory, and thanksgiving), as 
he inspired me for this work of his admirably, that is lovingly, mercifully, 
wisely, wonderfully, so he himself accomplished it and is accomplishing it 
for ever and ever.

TEACHING OF THE CHURCH 
From the apostolic exhortation Evangelica Testificatio of Pope 
Paul VI (pts. 9-12)

9. Apostolic life
Others are consecrated to the apostolate in its essential mission, which 

is the proclaiming of the Word of God to those whom He places along their 
path, so as to lead them towards faith. Such a grace requires a profound 
union with the Lord, one which will enable you to transmit the message of 
the Incarnate Word in terms which the world is able to understand. How 
necessary it is therefore that your whole existence should make you share 
in His passion, death and glory. (cf. Fil 3:10-11).

10. Contemplation and apostolate
When your vocation destines you for other tasks in the service of men—

pastoral life, missions, teaching, works of charity and so on—is it not above 
all the intensity of your union with the Lord that will make them fruitful, 
in proportion to that union “in secret”? (Mt 6:6) In order to be faithful to 
the teaching of the Council, must not “the members of each community 
who are seeking God before all else combine contemplation with apostolic 
love? By the former they cling to God in mind and heart; by the latter they 
strive to associate themselves with the work of redemption and to spread 
the kingdom of God.” (Perfectae caritatis 5).

11. The charisms of founders
Only in this way will you be able to reawaken hearts to truth and to 

divine love in accordance with the charisms of your founders who were 
raised up by God within His Church. Thus the Council rightly insists on the 
obligation of religious to be faithful to the spirit of their founders, to their 
evangelical intentions and to the example of their sanctity. In this it finds 
one of the principles for the present renewal and one of the most secure 
criteria for judging what each institute should undertake. (cf. VC 45: DZ 
2b) In reality, the charism of the religious life, far from being an impulse 
born of flesh and blood (Jn 1:13) or one derived from a mentality which 
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conforms itself to the modern world, (Rom 12:2) is the fruit of the Holy 
Spirit, who is always at work within the Church.

12. External forms and interior driving force
It is precisely here that the dynamism proper to each religious family 

finds its origin. For while the call of God renews itself and expresses itself 
in different ways according to changing circumstances of place and time, it 
nevertheless requires a certain constancy of orientation. The interior im-
pulse, which is the response to God’s call, stirs up in the depth of one’s be-
ing certain fundamental options. Fidelity to the exigencies of these funda-
mental options is the touchstone of authenticity in religious life. Let us not 
forget that every human institution is prone to become set in its ways and 
is threatened by formalism. It is continually necessary to revitalize external 
forms with this interior driving force, without which these external forms 
would very quickly become an excessive burden.

Through the variety of forms which give each institute its own individu-
al character and which have their root in the fullness of the grace of Christ, 
(cf. 1 Cor 12:12-30) the supreme rule of the religious life and its ultimate 
norm is that of following Christ according to the teaching of the Gospel. Is 
it not perhaps this preoccupation, which in the course of the centuries has 
given rise in the Church to the demand for a life which is chaste, poor and 
obedient?

MEDITATION

Article two of our Constitutions states: “The mystery of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary is the essence of the charism 
of the Congregation and has been, from the very beginning, a particular 
sign, strength, and joy of the Marian vocation. From this mystery flow the 
identity and mission of the Congregation.” 

Two questions arise immediately: How is this charism expressed in our 
lives? What kind of experience of faith does it convey and what does it 
mean to us? Let’s try to answer these questions by comparing two episodes: 
the scene of the Annunciation (Lk 1:26-38) and the oldest declaration of 
Saint Stanislaus about his calling to found our Congregation (Fundatio Do-
mus Recollectionis, p.1).

The Immaculate Conception of the Mother of the Lord is revealed at 
a special moment in her life: it is her calling to become the Mother of the 
Son of God – as described in the Gospel according to Saint Luke. The frag-
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ment of the Scripture, which portrays Mary’s spiritual experience, contains 
two realities: the Divine and the human. Mary is “full of grace,” or, as our 
holy Father Stanislaus defines it in one of his meditations on this subject (in 
Inspectio cordis) – is “full of the Holy Spirit.” God reveals to her not only her 
calling, but also the plan of salvation of every human being: the Incarnation 
of the Word. In the face of the immensity of God’s love and His plans, Mary 
experiences the limitations of human nature which is unable to grasp the 
divine. Therefore, her only answer can be this: boundless trust and deliver-
ance of herself to God, for whom “nothing is impossible” (Lk 1:37).

We see a similar spiritual experience in the life of Saint Stanislaus, our 
Father Founder. In the light of the grace to establish a new religious insti-
tute, which God granted him, he comes to realize his own sinfulness and 
unworthiness; he feels the lack of fitting virtues, yet at the same time, he 
sees in himself the strength and faithfulness of God. A process of profound 
change takes place in his heart, and the power of God prevails over human 
weakness. God’s mercy washes away human sinfulness, fear is conquered 
by faith and entrustment to the good God. The divine plan can be realized 
not because of man’s efforts, but because “nothing is impossible for the 
Almighty” (Fundatio Domus Recollectionis). In this way, Saint Stanislaus’ 
heart, freed, cleansed, and filled with God, can become an instrument for 
bringing about God’s plan. It is in this context – as a wonderful conclusion 
of a spiritual experience – appears his witness: “But God himself, God (to 
whom be everlasting and endless glory, and thanksgiving), as he inspired 
me for this work of his admirably, that is lovingly, mercifully, wisely, won-
derfully, so he himself accomplished it and is accomplishing it for ever and 
ever.” (Fundatio Domus Recollectionis).

The Church teaches us that we can awaken our hearts to the truth and 
love of God only by living according to the charism of our Father Found-
er (see Evangelica Testificatio, pp. 9-12). In other words, living out this 
charism means to humbly surrender ourselves to the same actions of the 
Holy Spirit, to which Saint Stanislaus entrusted himself. In order to grow 
in our vocation as well as in holiness, we cannot escape the cleansing expe-
rience of the truth about ourselves, that we may be healed by the power of 
God and His love. May our Founder lead us on this path of faith, and may 
Mary Immaculate become our mother more and more.

Jubileusz-angielski.indd   47 2019-12-03   09:47:32



48

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. What is my understanding of my religious community’s charism – 
what does it mean to me?

2. What are my personal experiences of living out my faith, which I can 
compare to those of Mary and our Father, Saint Stanislaus?
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MAY 2020
SONS OF MARY IMMACULATE

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Gospel of Saint John 19:25-27

But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s 
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus 
then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing near-
by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He said to 
the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took 
her into his own household.

PATRIMONY OF OUR CONGREGATION
From the biography of Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary Pap-
czyński (Vita Venerabilis...), composed by the Venerable Servant of 
God Casimir Wyszyński

Mary herself demonstrated in the past and continues demonstrating 
now that the Venerable Servant of God Father Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary 
was surrounded by her protection throughout his life. From his childhood, 
he chose the Holy Mother of God, the Virgin Mary as his Beloved Mother. 
This is evidenced by images of God’s Most Elect Mother. One of them, 
presenting Mary as the Sorrowful Mother, below which the Servant of God 
was born in his family home, became renowned for great miracles even 
during Father Stanislaus’s lifetime and its fame continues until now. For 
this reason, this image was placed on the altar, in the church run by Father 
Stanislaus’s confreres in Goźlin, right on the spot where the devil used to 
cry, because he could not interrupt this foundation [...]. He is still crying 
now, as people who come from everywhere venerate this image; they say 
that no one goes away from it without receiving a grace. The second pic-
ture represents Mary as the Gracious Mother of God: with both her hands, 
Mary holds the broken arrows of God’s anger that were to strike sinners. 
The Venerable Servant of God Father Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary was 
the first to initiate praying before this image; it was to stop an imminent 
epidemic. At that time, he was still a  Piarist. He built a  magnificent al-
tar for this image and promoted its devotion throughout Warsaw and also 
founded a great confraternity. The plague ceased. Following his example, 
altars dedicated to the Gracious Virgin were erected in many churches all 

Jubileusz-angielski.indd   49 2019-12-03   09:47:32



50

through Poland, and confraternities were founded to implore God’s mercy, 
and they are still being erected. The Servant of God promoted devotion to 
this image in Warsaw as epidemic diseases were raging there during his 
lifetime. It was then and is now renowned for miracles. The third painting 
was in Lubocza; it presents the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. Before this image, in the chapel of the Count Karski family, the 
Venerable Servant of God Father Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary put on the 
white habit for the first time in order to emphasize the inner purity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God.

To the eye of her servant, the Blessed Virgin Mary in this image looked 
so benevolent, that he chose to keep it for his brethren at the church of the 
Marian hermitage, where Father Stanislaus laid the first foundations of his 
Order. [...] In this manner, the Blessed Virgin Mary demonstrated that she 
has been pleased not only with the Venerable Servant of God, Father Stani-
slaus of Jesus and Mary donning the habit of her Immaculate Conception 
in front of her image, but also with the place where the Servant of God laid 
the first foundation of his Order. For as soon as the confreres were entrust-
ed with the care of the image, it became famous for great miracles and inci-
dents, and many people began to arrive to give it homage. [...] Not only did 
these signs indicate that the Mother of God was pleased with the devotion 
and veneration of the Immaculata, offered by her servant the Venerable 
Servant of God Father Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary and his Order: Her 
Most Holy Son, Jesus Christ, also takes special pleasure in the religious of 
His Most Blessed Mother.

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the Instruction “Potissimum Institutioni” (30)

The spirit of the risen Jesus is made present and active by means of 
a complex of ecclesial mediations. The whole of the religious tradition of 
the Church attests to the decisive character of the role of teachers for the 
success of the work of formation. Their role is to discern the authenticity 
of the call to the religious life in the initial phase of formation, and to assist 
the religious toward a successful personal dialogue with God while they are 
discovering the ways in which God seems to wish them to advance. They 
should also accompany religious along the paths of the Lord(93) by means 
of direct and regular dialogue, always respecting the proper role of the con-
fessor and spiritual director in the strict sense of the words.
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Further, one of the main tasks of those responsible for formation is to 
ascertain whether the novices and the young professed are being effectively 
followed by a spiritual director. Formators should also offer religious solid 
nourishment, both doctrinal and practical, in keeping with each one’s stage 
of formation. Finally, they should progressively examine and evaluate the 
progress that is being made by those in their charge, in light of the fruits of 
the Spirit. They must decide whether the individual called has the capaci-
ties, which are required at this time by the Church and the institute.

MEDITATION 

The Immaculate Mother of God occupies a special and unique in our 
religious community. The very title of the Congregation refers to her twice. 
The Congregation of Marian Fathers – as in Mary’s –is the first reference to 
Mary and, at the same time, the definition of our spiritual profile is a clear 
indication of her. The second reference concerns the special grace and priv-
ilege of the Mother of Jesus: her Immaculate Conception. This puts us in 
a special position in regard to Mary. First, as her spiritual sons, bearing her 
name, as a child after his Mother, one could say. Furthermore, we represent 
a sign of her special and always loving relationship with God and her being 
free from any stain of sin. In short, this is her Immaculate Conception.

We find the uniqueness of our relationship with the Immaculate Moth-
er of God primarily in the many circumstances of our Father Stanislaus’s 
life and in his writings. His biographer summed it up in a sentence: “Mary 
herself has shown and continues to show that the Venerable Servant of 
God Father Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary was surrounded by her protection 
all through his life.” In many writings, our Father Founder expressed his 
awe full of faith for Mary’s special relationship with God; he admired her 
virtues and encouraged us to imitate her. Above all, however, he wanted to 
inspire confidence in Mary’s maternal presence in the life of the faithful. 
How beautiful is his prayerful paraphrase of the Salve regina: “O, you are 
truly sweet, Virgin Mary! Was there any who, being full of bitterness, fled 
to you and went away without the sweetest consolation? Was there anyone 
who came to you full of worry and was not immediately strengthened? Was 
there someone harassed by bitterest temptations who did not experience 
the sweetness in your embrace? You comfort, console, support, and edify 
the oppressed, the moaning, the tempted, and the depressed. You are kind 
to everyone, sweet to everyone. I wish to be able to express how sweet you 
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are, as I know you to be sweet! Although unable to express it, the entire 
Christian world experiences your sweetness, tastes it, and draws from it. 
So, gracious, pious, sweet Virgin! Show us Jesus, the blessed  fruit of your 
womb, benevolent to us today and merciful at the hour of death.”

Accordingly, from the very beginning of the Congregation, we find un-
common examples of the filial relation with the Immaculate Mother of Je-
sus and a desire to fly to her intercession and imitate her virtues both in 
the community’s charism and the heritage passed down from generation 
to generation. Leporini, the first biographer of our Father Founder, report-
ed that, after dying, Saint Stanislaus appeared to various brethren in their 
dreams, “encouraging some to live in harmony and unanimity, others to 
improve their life and to observe the Holy Rule, and to serve their com-
munity in everything, as he was the first to do. Saint Stanislaus appeared 
before sunrise, to the first priest in his order, Father Joseph of All Saints 
in his sleep, and gave him a  short prayer to be recited by the confreres 
in choir after the canonical hours: “Holy Mary and unfathomable Virgin 
Mother of God, put in a word for us,” (Leporini, 89). In turn, the Servant of 
God, Casimir Wyszyński called Mary “our Foundress” in a circular letter of 
September 8, 1738. Perhaps, in this way he referred to the sentence from 
Father Founder’s Second testament, which stated: “and the only Founders, 
Directors, Protectors and Patrons of this tiny Congregation of the Immac-
ulate Conception, Helper of the Dead.” Also in the life of Blessed Matulait-
is-Matulewicz, we observe a gradually maturing relation to the Immaculate 
Conception of the Mother of Our Lord. In one of the entries in his Journal 
(p. 60), he wrote: “I thank You, Lord, for having given me such extraordi-
nary feelings of love for the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. In the past, I found this prayer difficult. But now, how sweet it is to 
fall at her feet and to immerse myself in prayer!”

Like the whole community, and each one personally, we grow in our 
relationship with the Immaculate Conception of Mary, our Mother and 
Patroness. During the recent General Chapter, we gave the expression of 
our understanding of who she is to us and how we find ourselves in our 
relationship with her. It is worth quoting the main article from our Con-
stitutions (C 7): “In the following of Christ, the Immaculate Virgin Mary 
assists us and shows us the way. From her conception, free from sin and full 
of grace and filled with the gratuitous love of the Holy Spirit, she is the fruit 
of the paschal victory of Christ and the first partaker of the redemption. 
She reveals the creative and salvific love of the Most Holy Trinity; she is the 
image of the new man capable of a relationship with God and others, the 
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beginning of the new People of God and the seed of a new humanity. Con-
templating the Immaculate Conception of Mary together with the whole 
Church, let the confreres come to know this mystery, love, profess, cele-
brate and proclaim it. Let them draw inspiration from it for their spiritual 
life, communal life, and apostolate. By this mystery above all, Mary urges 
the confreres to trust in the unlimited fruitfulness of the work of redemp-
tion, to avoid all sin, to love purity of heart, to imbue life fully with divine 
grace and charity, and to so build up the Church in unity “that it be holy 
and immaculate” (Eph 5:27).

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. What do I thing of the place that the Immaculate Mother of God be-
longs to in the spirituality of our Congregation?

2. How can I  describe my personal relationship with the Immaculate 
Mother of Jesus in the context of my vocation?
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JUNE 2020
CRISIS – A TIME OF TRIAL AND PURIFICATION

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Gospel according to Saint John 6:60-71

Therefore many of His disciples, when they heard this said, “This is 
a difficult statement; who can listen to it?” But Jesus, conscious that 
His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, “Does this cause you to 
stumble?” What then if you see the Son of Man ascending to where 
He was before? “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; 
the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. “But there 
are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the begin-
ning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would 
betray Him. And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, 
that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the 
Father.” As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were 
not walking with Him anymore. So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do 
not want to go away also, do you?” Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. We have believed 
and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” Jesus an-
swered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of 
you is a devil?” Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, 
one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the biography of Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, written 
by the Venerable Servant of God Casimir Wyszyński in the 18th 
century (Vita Venerabilis...)

17. [...] What I will convey now is truly astonishing. On Christmas Eve, 
the disease turned so much worse than before, that [Stanislaus] could 
not even go to church for Holy Mass, and spent nearly the whole octave 
laying on his straw mat. His only consolation was his remembering his 
Savior, who – for our redemption – was laid on the straw, not in the inn. 
So much was Father Stanislaus weakened, that it was impossible for him 
to take even a step away from his bed. His nameless companion, whom 
the Good God gave him as his nurse and father, was bringing him small 
portions of food.
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After Christmas, Father Stanislaus’s health improved so that he could go 
to town. One day, as he was returning late at night to his previous abode, 
that is, to his straw mat, weakness overcame him and he could not continue 
his trip. Thus, furtively and quietly, he entered the house of a very pious 
townsman by the name of Snopek, who was a  carpenter, and spent the 
night well hidden in some corner. Quite unexpectedly, early in the morning 
this family’s mother and the housemaid found him there. God stirred their 
hearts with piety, and, moved by mercy, they let him rest there.

Meanwhile, the disease unexpectedly returned, attacking his legs, which 
became covered with ulcers; there seemed to be no cure for them. The dis-
ease intensified from day to day, so that he seemed to be decaying alive. Be-
cause of this, he risked being removed from the room to prevent him from 
infecting others. However, God poured into the hearts of the members of 
that household such powerful love and compassion that not only did they 
not regard him with disgust, but instead lamented his fate, sympathized 
with him, wept, and took pity of him.

In this way, the most gracious and merciful God provided a lesson and 
prepared the young man for becoming the Founder of an Institute helping 
souls suffering in Purgatory. God prepared the future creator of this help 
through patience and pain, so that, having been personally subjected to 
suffering and trial, he would learn to sympathize with souls in their ex-
tremely severe torments and have greater love for them, since he experi-
enced compassion in suffering, which will be seen below.

18. Thanksgiving for difficult experiences.  
For the praise of God, I will tell how our second suffering Job, whom the 

Lord afflicted with ulcers, recovered from this most painful illness. I will 
tell you how God – who may slay and revive, give ulcers and release from 
them – healed him. I don’t know if anyone will believe what I have to con-
vey, but they can and should believe it, because I am giving the truest ac-
count, recorded by Father Stanislaus himself.

He was lying in this house like the poor Lazarus of the gospel, and what 
happened to Lazarus, according to Scripture, also happened to Stanislaus. 
By the order of God, household dogs were coming to him, who was com-
pletely covered with ulcers, and licked his wounds and ulcers. Who would 
have thought that it might be a healing medicine, bringing health rather 
than death? It came to pass by the will of the infinitely Good God that 
this bizarre treatment healed Stanislaus. God preserved him for a sublime 
religious state and for the founding in the Church of God an Order of His 
Most Holy Mother, so greatly needed to assist the suffering in Purgatory.
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In this regard, I shall quote the following, personally written by the Serv-
ant of God Stanislaus: “My God, be blessed forever. Grant me to remain 
faithful to my vocation after having gone through so many experiences. 
I know that by myself I cannot do anything good. Do not be surprised, my 
reader, by what I have revealed, because it is ungrateful to conceal God’s 
blessing. I also want to encourage you to worship divine omnipotence for 
taking care of us. May praise, reverence, and glory be His for ever and ever. 
Amen.”

With this thanksgiving, Father Stanislaus concluded his account of his 
trials in Lviv, rejoicing and taking pride in the fact that he was found wor-
thy of the suffering in imitation of his Savior.

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the Apostolic Exhortation of Saint John Paul II Vita Consecra-
ta (part of No. 70)

It should be added that, independently of the different stages of life, 
any period can present critical situations due to external factors — such as 
a change of place or assignment, difficulties in work or lack of success in 
the apostolate, misunderstandings and feelings of alienation — or result-
ing from more directly personal factors such as physical or mental illness, 
spiritual aridity, deaths, difficulties in interpersonal relations, strong temp-
tations, crises of faith or identity, or feelings of uselessness. When fidelity 
becomes more difficult, the individual must be offered the support of great-
er trust and deeper love, at both the personal and community levels. At 
such times, the sensitive closeness of the Superior is most essential. Great 
comfort can also come from the valuable help of a brother or sister, whose 
concerned and caring presence can lead to a rediscovery of the meaning 
of the covenant which God originally established, and which he has no 
intention of breaking. The person undergoing such a trial will then accept 
purification and hardship as essential to the following of Christ Crucified. 
The trial itself will appear as a providential means of being formed by the 
Father’s hands, and as a struggle which is not only psychological, carried 
out by the “I” in relation to itself and its weaknesses, but also religious, 
touched each day by the presence of God and the power of the Cross!
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MEDITATION

Crises are an indivisible part of human and religious life. As people who 
have special bonds with Jesus and Mary, we should not be afraid of crises, 
but we should be prepared for them in faith. For a believer, God Himself is 
the One who leads us into a crisis. Because the crisis represents a need to 
make a choice, it is a time of trial and purification. It is not uncommon for 
God to lead us into a crisis so that we shall decide for whom we want to live 
and serve. Like Jesus, whom the Holy Spirit led into the desert, so that He 
could face Himself and the possibilities presented to Him by the world and 
Satan. Like Mary at the Annunciation, when she had to decide whom she 
wanted to serve and entrust her life to. Like the Apostles, who, following 
in the footsteps of Christ, had to meet not only God’s power and beauty, 
but also to face their concepts of salvation, happiness, God’s will, as well as 
their sinful aspirations and weaknesses. Thus, each one of us, regardless of 
age, position in the Congregation, personal beliefs about our own merits, 
strength of character, etc., must undergo a  time of trial. Each one of us 
must have the willingness to face the crisis, that is, the need to choose and 
purify love. This applies equally to individuals and to our entire communi-
ty. We see such dynamics in the life of our Founder, Saint Stanislaus and in 
our Congregation’s initial years.

As Father Stanislaus’s biographer emphasized, through adversity and 
failure, suffering and illness, “the most gracious and merciful God provid-
ed a lesson and prepared the young man for becoming the Founder of an 
Institute helping souls suffering in Purgatory. God prepared the future cre-
ator of this help through patience and pain, so that, having been personally 
subjected to suffering and trial, he would learn to sympathize with souls in 
their extremely severe torments and have greater love for them, since he 
experienced compassion in suffering.” We see how God, in His Providence, 
leads the life of Saint Stanislaus from his very conception, for while still in 
his mother’s womb, he was saved from death in the Dunajec River. From 
the beginning, God has been building in the heart of His servant the cour-
age to resist adversity, accept suffering in faith and above all, totally trust 
in His omnipotence. Father Stanislaus’s convictions were born out of such 
experiences as he professed: “...nothing is impossible for the Almighty. This 
shone forth most clearly in me.” (Fundatio Domu Recollectionis, 1). The vi-
sion of a new Congregation crystallized in him in the midst of his struggles, 
trials, and suffering. Similar experiences also fell to his lot in the first years 
of our community’s existence. At the same time, however, all these circum-
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stances forced him to seek the answer to the question whether this “vision 
imprinted in his soul” really came from the Spirit of God or was it just his 
invention. And later, when he had no more doubts, an almost constant cri-
sis in the development of the community cleansed him from his ideas so 
that he could surrender himself to God and the Church. When, after the 
death of the Congregation’s first protector, Bishop S. Wierzbowski, there 
was a threat of the dissolution of the Marian community by his successor, 
Bishop S. Witwicki, Father Stanislaus realized that he had to seek papal 
approval of his community. When great adversity arose in obtaining the 
approval of his institute on the basis of the community’s own constitutions 
or Norma Vitae, that he had composed, he agreed to accept the Rule of 
the Ten Virtues. While accepting the signs of Divine Providence, he did 
not neglect at the same time what he could do personally, as someone re-
sponsible for his community, its charism, and character. And thus, right 
after accepting the imposed rule, he vowed in the presence of the nuncio, 
Francis Pignatelli in Warsaw that he would obey this Rule, “In what is not 
opposed to the provisions of our religious Institute.” The time of trial to 
which our Founder was subjected at the moment of making his profes-
sion, became for him another opportunity to assert what he considered the 
identity of his institute. Thanks to this, today, at a time when the Rule of the 
Ten Virtues, through the will of the Church, passed into the history of our 
Congregation, we have no doubt that our charism has remained intact. Let 
us, therefore, thank God for His goodness, which manifests itself even in 
our crises and moments of trial; let us believe that it is a time of salvation, 
a time to purify our love: for God, the Church, and the Congregation; ulti-
mately, a time to purify our vocation.

Questions for reflection or for sharing in the community

1. How do I react when I notice the signs of crisis in my brother, my com-
munity or the Church?

2. What situations in my life would I call a crisis out of which God has ex-
tricated me and shown me some good in it?
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JULY 2020
SPIRITUAL BATTLE

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Letter to the Ephesians 6:10-18

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in he strength of His might. Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil. For we are not contending against flesh and blood, 
but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world 
rules of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness 
in the heavenly places. Therefore take the whole armor of God that you 
may be able to withstand the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 
Stand therefore, having fastened the belt of truth around your waist, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod 
your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace; besides all these, 
taking the shield of faith, with which you can quench all the flaming 
darts of the Evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray at all times in the Spirit.

PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION
From Inspectio cordis by Saint Stanislaus Papczyński

“Lord, save us! We are perishing!” (Mt 8:25).
Here is the most powerful remedy which Jesus’ disciples, endangered 

at sea, offer and suggest to you when in danger, in temptations, in dejec-
tion, or in misfortunes: prayer. God wants to give pardon, and therefore, 
he permits us to be tempted, afflicted, or assaulted. A soldier, armed with 
a sword and other kinds of weapons, either fights the attacking enemy or 
flees before him. The servant of God should resist the infernal enemy by 
the power of prayer. This is exactly how one man acted according to God’s 
heart, as he himself testified: “In my distress I cry to the Lord, that he may 
answer me” (Ps 120:1).

Hence, do not surrender immediately after the first or even the thou-
sandth enemy attack on your soul, but resist him as long as he keeps attack-
ing you, even if it should continue throughout your whole life. The more 
often you are victorious, the more often you receive the laurel crown; the 
harder the fight, the greater the reward. Divine help will be given to you if 
you ask for it. Jesus pretended to sleep when he allowed these attacks on 
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you. He is asleep whenever you are troubled, therefore you must awaken 
Him by powerful, humble, and constant prayer to receive help. Why don’t 
you, the wretched one, sinking and nearly drawn by your evil deeds into the 
abyss of hell, shout out: “Lord, save me, I perish”?

Should He embark today on the boat of your heart, doubt not that He 
does so to guide, help, and save you.

“Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea” (Mt 8:26).
I know, Jesus, that Your power is so great that You can free me in an 

instant from all spiritual oppression and restore the greatest sense of relief 
to the troubled and distressed spirit. Indeed, You do it for no other reason 
than because You know me to be too fearful to endure these storms and 
too weak to oppose their strength. But then, I most especially feel peace 
restored to my soul when You, the gentlest Prince of Peace, enter the cham-
ber or the dwelling of my heart. I recognize Your goodness as You support 
me with Your arm just in time to keep me from falling down under the 
force of the tempests.

However, my Lord, knowing that it is of the highest merit and that it 
pleases You greatly, when I preserve a strong and unchanging spirit in any 
abandonment, for Your glory, I desire to be abandoned sometimes so that 
You may be glorified more, while I may be humbled by the powerful hand 
of my enemies. Therefore, guide me in everything gently and prudently. 
You know how to turn a trial to our advantage (cf. 1 Cor 10:13): You know 
when it is necessary to command the winds and the sea, so that peace and 
quiet may reign within the soul totally docile to Your spirit and most devot-
ed to You, to your law, and to the evangelical counsels.

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Saint John Paul II Vita 
Consecrata (38)

The call to holiness is accepted and can be cultivated only in the silence 
of adoration before the infinite transcendence of God: “We must confess 
that we all have need of this silence, filled with the presence of him who is 
adored: in theology, so as to exploit fully its own sapiential and spiritual 
soul; in prayer, so that we may never forget that seeing God means coming 
down the mountain with a face so radiant that we are obliged to cover it 
with a veil (cf. Ex 34:33); in commitment, so that we will refuse to be locked 
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in a struggle without love and forgiveness. All, believers and non-believers 
alike, need to learn a silence that allows the Other to speak when and how 
he wishes, and allows us to understand his words.” In practice this involves 
great fidelity to liturgical and personal prayer, to periods devoted to mental 
prayer and contemplation, to Eucharistic adoration, to monthly retreats 
and to spiritual exercises.

There is also a  need to rediscover the  ascetic practices  typical of the 
spiritual tradition of the Church and of the individual’s own Institute. 
These have been and continue to be a powerful aid to authentic progress 
in holiness. Asceticism, by helping to master and correct the inclinations 
of human nature wounded by sin, is truly indispensable if consecrated per-
sons are to remain faithful to their own vocation and follow Jesus on the 
way of the Cross. It is also necessary to recognize and overcome certain 
temptations which sometimes, by diabolical deceit, present themselves un-
der the appearance of good. Thus, for example, the legitimate need to be 
familiar with today’s society in order to respond to its challenges can lead 
to a surrender to passing fashions, with a consequent lessening of spiritual 
fervor or a  succumbing to discouragement. The possibility of a  deeper 
spiritual formation might lead consecrated persons to feel somehow su-
perior to other members of the faithful, while the urgent need for appro-
priate and necessary training can turn into a frantic quest for efficiency, as 
if apostolic service depended primarily on human means rather than on 
God. The praiseworthy desire to become close to the men and women of 
our day, believers and non-believers, rich and poor, can lead to the adop-
tion of a secularized lifestyle or the promotion of human values in a merely 
horizontal direction. Sharing in the legitimate aspirations of one’s own na-
tion or culture could lead to embracing forms of nationalism or accepting 
customs which instead need to be purified and elevated in the light of the 
Gospel. The path to holiness thus involves the acceptance of spiritual com-
bat. This is a demanding reality which is not always given due attention 
today. Tradition has often seen an image of this spiritual combat in Jacob’s 
wrestling with the mystery of God, whom he confronts in order to receive 
his blessing and to see him (cf. Gen 32:23-31). In this episode from the be-
ginnings of biblical history, consecrated persons can recognize a symbol of 
the asceticism, which they need in order to open their hearts to the Lord 
and to their brothers and sisters.
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MEDITATION

The history of our religious community shows us the great spiritual 
struggle that marked its beginnings, the many adversities and hardships 
our Father Stanislaus had to overcome in order to remain faithful to the 
work inspired by the Holy Spirit, the goal of which was to establish a new 
institute. To illustrate, let us recall the first years. Following the death of 
the Marians’ protector, of Bishop Stephen Wierzbowski, his successor in-
tended initially to completely eradicate the newly established Marian com-
munity. Also, the approval of our Congregation on the basis of the first 
Marian Constitutions entitled Norma vitae proved impossible, although 
a considerable number of similar religious orders, which had no rule but 
only their own constitutions, came into existence in the period following 
the Council of Trent. Let us mention only the more important ones that 
Father Stanislaus personally knew: the Jesuits and Piarists, following the 
example of which, he wished to found a similar institute. Yet in our case, as 
it turned out, papal approval was obtained through the adaptation of a rule 
foreign to us. We also know that our Congregation went through a seri-
ous spiritual struggle for loyalty to the charism and its individual character 
during the first years after the death of our Founder. This period is known 
as the “Rostkovian dispersion.” However, our Congregation’s most critical 
spiritual struggles were yet to come. They arrived in the second half of the 
19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. From a spiritual point 
of view, it can be said that the enemy of our salvation wanted to destroy 
our community at all costs, to lead it to death. “For we are not contending 
against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, 
against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness in the heavenly places,” as Saint Paul admonishes us in his 
Letter to the Ephesians.

Spiritual struggle is not just one dimension of a man’s personal and in-
dividual path of faith. Sometimes it is being reduced to private, deeply in-
ternal matters related to the individual pursuit of holiness. Yet, the whole 
Church, as a community of believers, is attacked by personal evil – called 
the devil or Satan – with his demons. Just like Jesus, who was subjected to 
infernal temptation, the Church also must tread the same path, and so do 
we both as a religious community and individually, as part of the Church. 
Greatly significant here are the words of the Book of Revelation (12:17): 
“The dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the 
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rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and 
bear testimony to Jesus.”

Today’s mentality of the world, whose pressure we experience, wants to 
eliminate the personal existence of the evil spirit. What is more: from time 
to time, we hear opinions of even influential personalities of the Church, 
who make similar claims. And yet the Word of God is unambiguous and, 
directing our attention to the real existence of the Evil one, urges us to un-
dertake a spiritual struggle to remain faithful to Jesus and His Gospel, to re-
ject sin, and to undertake the hardship of striving for holiness. At the same 
time, however, we must remember that our holiness is not “generic.” If it 
is to be true, it must be Marian, that is, faithful to our charism, consistent 
with our spirituality, our lifestyle, and service, that is to all that is stipulated 
by our Constitutions. For this reason, this community struggle for fidelity 
to our Marian identity becomes so important. Because if everyone in the 
Church is called to holiness, then we are called to “Marian holiness,” and 
not to any other kind. From this “Marian” perspective, we must also see our 
spiritual struggle, which no one can avoid, because it is the path of Jesus 
and the Church.

Questions for reflection or for sharing in community

1. In what aspects do I perceive the Church and my Congregation’s strug-
gle for faithfulness to Christ, His Gospel, and our own charism?

2. What is my awareness of the necessity of spiritual struggle in my striv-
ing for holiness proper to my calling?
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AUGUST 2020
CHARISM IN THE HISTORICAL ExPERIENCE  

OF OUR COMMUNITY

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Book of Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out by the 
Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; it was 
full of bones. And He led me round among them; and behold, there 
were very many upon the valley; and behold, they were very dry. And 
He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, 
“O  Lord God, you know.” Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall life; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” So 
I  prophesied as I  was commanded; and as I  prophesied, there was 
a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. And as I  looked, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was so spirit 
in them. Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of 
man, and say to the spirit, thus says the Lord God: Come from the 
four winds, I spirit, and breath upon these slain, that they may live.” 
So, I prophesied as He commanded me, and the spirit came into them, 
and they lived, and stood upon their feet, and exceedingly great host. 
Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, “Our bones are dried up, and our home is lost; 
we are clean cut off.’ Therefore, prophesy, and say to them, thus says the 
Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, I my people, and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I  open your graves, 
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit 
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; 
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, 
says the Lord.”
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PATRIMONY OF THE CONGREGATION 
Decree of the Congregation for Religious approving the reformed 
Congregation of Marian Fathers and its new Constitutions from 
1910

The Congregation of the Marian Fathers under the title of the Immac-
ulate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary founded in the 17th century, 
was approved by Popes Innocent XII and Innocent XIII. Pope Pius VI al-
lowed the Marians to make the profession of solemn vows.

The aim of the Congregation was to embrace with particular care and 
devotion the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary; to work 
for the salvation of others; to teach the truths of the Faith, especially to the 
uneducated; and through their works of mercy support the souls of the 
faithful departed detained in Purgatory.

The Congregation expanded in Poland, where it originated, and in 
Portugal, and it served the Faith well everywhere. However, in the 19th 
century, during times of severe persecution, it suffered a gradual decline 
so that finally only one Religious remained, who was in fact the Superior 
General.

Some diocesan priests, who were sadly observing how this once re-
nowned Institute was currently completely dying out, dedicated them-
selves, with the consent and encouragement of the Most Rev. Ordinaries of 
Mohyliv, Warsaw, and Sejny, as well as the still living Superior General, to 
the revival of this Institute, and successfully accomplished this undertak-
ing in compliance with the prescripts of this Sacred Congregation for Reli-
gious. However, they deemed it necessary slightly to amend the Constitu-
tions of the Congregation, so that – considering the current circumstances 
– henceforth the professed vows be simple and not solemn as before, and 
that the Office of the Dead, which according to the former Constitutions 
was to be recited daily, be graciously replaced with a special devotion of 
the entire Congregation, intended to aid the souls in Purgatory, without 
imposing any definite obligations.

After the undersigned Cardinal Prefect of the Sacred Congregation for 
Religious presented and referred all this matter, together with the correct-
ed Constitutions that precede this Decree, to His Holiness Pope Pius X in 
the audience on September 15, 1910, the Holy Father graciously deigned 
to grant approval to the thus reformed Institute and to the aforesaid Con-
stitutions, and also allowed for replacing the Office of the Dead, preserv-
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ing, however, the Apostolic Constitutions and the jurisdiction of bishops. 
Everything to the contrary notwithstanding.

Given in Rome, on November 28, 1910. 
The Place of the Seal.

J.C. Card. Vives, Prefect. 
Donatus, Archbishop of Ephesus, Secretary.

THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH
From the apostolic exhortation of St. John Paul II Vita Consecrata, 24

The Paschal dimension of the consecrated life
24. In the different forms of life inspired by the Spirit throughout histo-

ry, consecrated persons discover that the more they stand at the foot of the 
Cross of Christ, the more immediately and profoundly they experience the 
truth of God who is love. It is precisely on the Cross that the One who in 
death appears to human eyes as disfigured and without beauty, so much so 
that the bystanders cover their faces (cf. Is 53:2-3), fully reveals the beauty 
and power of God’s love. Saint Augustine says: “Beautiful is God, the Word 
with God ... He is beautiful in heaven, beautiful on earth; beautiful in the 
womb, beautiful in his parents’ arms, beautiful in his miracles, beautiful in 
his sufferings; beautiful in inviting to life, beautiful in not worrying about 
death, beautiful in giving up his life and beautiful in taking it up again; he is 
beautiful on the Cross, beautiful in the tomb, beautiful in heaven. Listen to 
the song with understanding, and let not the weakness of the flesh distract 
your eyes from the splendor of his beauty.” The consecrated life reflects the 
splendor of this love because, by its fidelity to the mystery of the Cross, it 
confesses that it believes and lives by the love of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. In this way it helps the Church to remain aware that the Cross is the 
superabundance of God’s love poured out upon this world, and that it is the 
great sign of Christ’s saving presence, especially in the midst of difficulties 
and trials. This is the testimony given constantly and with deeply admirable 
courage by a great number of consecrated persons, many of whom live in 
difficult situations, even suffering persecution and martyrdom. Their fidel-
ity to the one Love is revealed and confirmed in the humility of a hidden 
life, in the acceptance of sufferings for the sake of completing in their own 
flesh “what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” (Col 1:24), in silent sacrifice 
and abandonment to God’s holy will, and in serene fidelity even as their 
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strength and personal authority wane. Fidelity to God also inspires devo-
tion to neighbor, a devotion which consecrated persons live out not with-
out sacrifice by constantly interceding for the needs of their brothers and 
sisters, generously serving the poor and the sick, sharing the hardships of 
others and participating in the concerns and trials of the Church.

MEDITATION

The mystery of the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of the Lord 
contains the prevenient love of God, which anticipates all human action, 
His desire to richly endow His creation and to see His love accepted. This 
mystery also contains the preservation from sin and from eternal death, as 
well as – in our case – deliverance from sin. If we consider from that point 
of view, however briefly, the history of our Congregation, we shall see that 
it was necessary – in the following of Mary – for this necessary mystery 
to be expressed in the spirituality of the entire community, not only of the 
Founder and of individual members. And it has found expression in our 
history. It is a sign for us that God loves us and protects us from evil. And 
if we commit it, He helps us rise from the fall, He renews us and He again 
gives us His graces. This is also true for our entire community.

It may happen that a particular religious institute would exhaust its mis-
sion and its life – just like a  human life – would come to an end. Such 
communities existed in the past, such as the military orders. They have 
completed their mission to the full. Our history has also known an expe-
rience that tells us that God, in His providence, wanted our Congregation 
and thus kept it from dying through the work of the renewal carried out by 
Blessed George Matulaitis. Thanks to this historical event, today we may 
say that for us, as a community, the work of the renewal is a hallmark of the 
experience of the charism of the Immaculate Conception of the Mother 
of the Lord. It is God’s prevenient and life-giving love and the deliverance 
of His creation from misery, sin, and faults so that His creation may be 
renewed and filled with His grace. The Holy Spirit constantly maintains 
and revives His charism infused in our community. He performs this work 
even despite our infidelity and when we lose hope for His providential ac-
tion. Extremely significant here are the words of Father Vincent Sękowski’s 
letter addressed to Blessed George Matulaitis: “I am beginning to doubt 
whether it would be granted to me to personally see the resurrection of 
this Congregation, which is dead today to the world. Nevertheless, I will 
sacrifice everything and do everything that is in my power.” Half a year lat-
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er, seeing that his health was steadily declining and that great difficulties 
were hindering the renewal of the community, he wrote another letter to 
Blessed George, asking an extremely dramatic question: “Is there any spark 
of hope or should I simply give up and prepare two coffins: one for myself 
and another for the Congregation?”

We know however, that God preserved from dying, that “which He had 
possessed from the beginning” (cf. Marians in Prayer, p. 11). He raised to 
life what seemed irrevocably destined to fall. In this way, the resurrection 
of the bones, described by the prophet Ezekiel, became an experience of 
our community and is passed on to us as our spiritual patrimony. Celebrat-
ing the 350th  anniversary of our religious community, we cannot ignore 
this occurrence, that is the work of renewal. We must recall not only the 
person of Blessed George Matulaitis MIC, but also of Vincent Sękowski. 
His spiritual struggles, his suffering, and his resolute clinging to the rem-
nants of hope for the revival of the Congregation supported by his faith 
that everything is possible for God, are hallmarks of the same charism that 
was imprinted in the heart of our father, St. Stanislaus and was – in the 
same Holy Spirit – passed on to us, so that we may pass it on to future gen-
erations of our religious community.

Today, we entrust ourselves to God in His Providence, asking at the 
same time for the grace of faith that was evidenced in the life of Mary and 
her humble entrustment to God’s power.

Questions for reflection or for sharing in the community

1. What events from the history of the Church and our Congregation do 
I regard as paschal?

2. What events from my personal life do I regard as paschal?
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SEPTEMBER 2020
A COMMUNITY BORN FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE WORD OF GOD
From the First Letter to the Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be un-
aware. You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to 
the mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I make known to you 
that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed;” 
and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. Now 
there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties 
of ministries, and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the 
same God who works all things in all persons. But to each one is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is giv-
en the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same 
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another 
the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the 
distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as 
He wills.

PATRIMONY OF OUR CONGREGATION
From Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary’s autobiographical work 
entitled Fundatio Domus Reccolectionis, composed in 1675 (Nos. 
6-7 and 9)

6. Nevertheless, by Divine disposition, it so happened that – when the 
matter was brought to naught – I was summoned to Warsaw by my singu-
lar patron, the Most Distinguished Lord John Gębicki, at that time Bishop 
of Plock, afterwards of Cracow. And indeed, he was offering me the dignity 
of a Canon of the Plock cathedral; which I refused for the love of God and 
because of my intention to honor the glory of His Mother, although by this 
deed, the Patron was gravely offended by me, who greatly desired to join 
me, adorned with this dignity, to his closest associates.

There was no lack of Most Holy Religious Institutes, which were inviting 
me into their company, assuredly I was unwilling, since I eagerly desired 
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greater perfection. After all, the Divine vision, which was imprinted upon 
my soul in respect to the founding of the Congregation of the Immaculate 
Conception of the B. V. M., having spurned all things, and also the possibil-
ity of a return to the Institute of Pious Schools having been hindered, was 
compelling me to the goal of that vision. 

7. And so again I  approached the Most Distinguished Lord Stephan 
Wierzbowski, the Bishop of Poznan, in whose diocese I was staying, and 
from him, I easily obtained the permission to put on a new habit. For he is 
an upright and virtuous man, most ardent in promoting the glory of God. 
Wherefore, having given up the post with the Bishop of Plock, according 
to the counsel and order of my Confessors, having been requested [to do 
so], I went to the court of a certain nobleman James Karski, a very good 
man. Having finally settled the case with the Institute of the Pious Schools, 
not without some injustice done to me, with the knowledge of the Holy 
Apostolic Nunciature, within the octave of the Nativity of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, I, already in the white colored [habit], devoted myself as a new 
candidate of this Mother for everlasting service. And immediately I went to 
the Most Distinguished Lord Angelo [Ranucci], the Nuncio in Warsaw, to 
prove my obedience, to ask for his blessing and to reveal my desires.

9. I lived at the house of the Lord Nobleman Karski for nearly two years 
as I was searching for the ways to begin the Society of the Immaculate Con-
ception already formed in my mind by the Divine Spirit. 

 

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
John Paul II, General Audience on March 22, 1995 (On Consecrated 
Life)

1. In the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, the Second Vatican 
Council declares that consecrated life, in its many forms, manifests “the 
infinite power of the Holy Spirit, admirably operating in the Church” (Lu-
men Gentium, 44). Similarly, the Decree of the Council on the renewal of 
religious life emphasizes that it was «the impulse of the Holy Spirit» to give 
rise to both the hermit life and the foundation of «religious families, which 
the Church willingly welcomed and approved» (Perfectae Caritatis, 1).

The spirituality of religious commitment, which animates all institutes 
of consecrated life, clearly has its center in Christ, in his person, in his vir-
ginal and poor life, brought up to the supreme oblation of himself for the 
brothers in perfect obedience to the Father. It is, however, a spirituality, in 
the strongest sense of the word, that is, of an orientation given by the Holy 
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Spirit.  In fact, the following of Christ in poverty, chastity and obedience 
would not be possible without the impulse of the Holy Spirit, author of 
every interior progress and giver of every grace in the Church. “Animat-
ed by the charity that the Holy Spirit infuses in their hearts”, the Council 
still says, consecrated persons “increasingly live for Christ and for his Body 
which is the Church” (Perfectae Caritatis, 1).

2. In religious life, in fact, and in every consecrated life there is a sov-
ereign and decisive action of the Holy Spirit, which the attentive souls 
can experience in an ineffable way through a certain connaturality cre-
ated by divine charity, as St. Thomas would say (cf. Summa Theologiae , 
II-II q.45, a.2).

When in his Church Jesus Christ calls men or women to follow him, he 
makes his voice and his attraction felt through the inner action of the Holy 
Spirit, to whom he entrusts the task of making the call understood and of 
arousing the desire to respond with a life completely dedicated to Christ 
and his Kingdom. And he who develops, in the secret of the soul, the grace 
of vocation, opening the required path for this grace to reach its goal. He 
is the principal educator of vocations. And He is the guide of consecrated 
souls on the way to perfection. And he is the author of the magnanimity, 
patience and fidelity of each and everyone.

3. In addition to carrying out its activity in individual souls, the Holy 
Spirit is also at the origin of the communities of consecrated persons: it is 
the Second Vatican Council itself that takes it over (cf. Perfectae Carita-
tis, 1). It was so in the past, so it is today. Always in the Church the Holy 
Spirit grants to some the charism of Founders.  It has always meant that 
people who share the orientation of its form of consecrated life, its teach-
ing, its ideal, its attractiveness of charity, or of magisterium, or of pastoral 
apostolate gather around the Founder or the Foundress. The Holy Spirit 
has always created and grows the harmony of the congregated people and 
helps them to develop a life in common animated by charity, according to 
the particular orientation of the charism of the Founder and his faithful 
followers. It is comforting to note that even in recent times the Holy Spirit 
has given rise to new forms of community in the Church and aroused new 
experiments in consecrated life.

It is important to remember, on the other hand, that in the Church 
it is the Holy Spirit who guides the responsible Authorities in accepting 
and canonically recognizing the communities of consecrated souls, after 
having examined, eventually better ordained and finally approved their 
constitutions (cf.  Lumen Gentium  , 45), to then encourage, support and 
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often inspire their operational choices. How many initiatives, how many 
new foundations of institutes and new parishes, how many missionary 
expeditions have their origin, more or less known, in the requests or 
indications that the pastors of the Church have addressed to the Founders 
and Major Superiors of the Institutes!

Often the action of the Holy Spirit develops and even arouses charisms 
of the religious through the hierarchy. In any case, he uses this to provide 
religious families with the guarantee of an orientation in conformity with 
the divine will and the teaching of the Gospel.

4. And again: it is the Holy Spirit who exercises his influence in the for-
mation of candidates to the consecrated life.  It is he who establishes the 
harmonious union in Christ of all the spiritual, apostolic and doctrinal ele-
ments which the Church herself considers necessary for a good formation 
(cf. Potissimum Institutioni, Directives on formation in religious institutes).

It is the Holy Spirit who makes us understand, in a particular way, the 
value of the evangelical counsel of chastity through an interior illustration 
that transcends the ordinary condition of human intelligence (cf. Mt 19, 
10-12). And He who inspires in souls the inspiration for a radical donation 
to Christ in the way of celibacy.  It is through him that «the person 
consecrated through religious vows (puts) at the center of his affective life 
a more immediate relationship with God through Christ in the Spirit, as an 
effect of the evangelical counsel of chastity» (Pot. Inst., 13).

Also, in the other two evangelical counsels the Holy Spirit makes its 
operating and shaping power felt. He does not only give the strength to re-
nounce earthly goods and their advantages, but forms the spirit of poverty 
in the soul, instilling the taste of seeking a heavenly treasure well above 
material goods. He also gives the necessary light to the judgment of faith 
to recognize, in the will of his superiors, the mysterious will of God and to 
discern, in the exercise of obedience, a humble but generous cooperation 
in the fulfillment of the salvific plan.

5. Soul of the Mystical Body, the Holy Spirit is the soul of every com-
munity life. He develops all the priorities of charity that can contribute to 
unity and peace in common life. He makes the word and example of Christ 
on the love of brothers be the working force in hearts, as Saint Paul said 
(cf. Rom 5:5). With his grace he makes the love of the gentle and humble 
heart of Jesus penetrate into the behavior of the consecrated, his attitude of 
service, his heroic forgiveness.

No less necessary is the permanent influence of the Holy Spirit for the 
perseverance of the consecrated in prayer and in the life of intimate union 
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with Christ. And he who gives the desire for divine intimacy, makes the 
taste for prayer grow, inspires a growing attraction towards the person of 
Christ, his word, his exemplary life.

And again, the breath of the Holy Spirit that animates the apostolic mis-
sion of consecrated persons as individuals and as a community. The histor-
ical development of religious life, characterized by a growing dedication to 
the evangelizing mission confirms this action of the Spirit in support of the 
missionary commitment of religious families in the Church.

6. Consecrated persons, for their part, must cultivate a great docility to 
the inspirations and motions of the Holy Spirit, an insistent communion 
with him, an incessant prayer to obtain his gifts in ever greater abundance, 
accompanied by a holy abandonment to his initiative. This is the way ever 
better discovered by the holy pastors and doctors of the Church in har-
mony with the doctrine of Jesus and the Apostles. This is the way of the 
holy Founders and Foundresses, who have opened many different forms of 
community in the Church, from which the various spiritualities were born: 
Basilian, Augustinian, Benedictine, Franciscan, Dominican, Carmelite and 
many others: all experiences, roads and schools which bear witness to the 
richness of the charisms of the Holy Spirit and provide access, in many 
particular ways, to the one total Christ, in the one Church.

MEDITATION

Our holy Father Founder’s spiritual self-realization of the Holy Spirit’s 
work for the founding of our religious community is truly amazing. “I lived 
at the house of the Lord Nobleman Karski for nearly two years as I was 
searching for the ways to begin the Society of the Immaculate Conception 
already formed in my mind by the Divine Spirit,” he confesses in the letter 
we read above. The idea of our Congregation was not a human initiative, 
it did not come from human designs and desires, it was not the desperate 
action of a man who left one religious community and wanted to found an-
other at all costs because he could not realize himself in the one that he had 
left. If we read his autobiographical work entitled, Fundatio Domus Recol-
lectionis, with great attention, how differently would we see his motives for 
a decisive departure from the Piarist Order and how differently would we 
see the emergence of our community: totally unlike some commentators of 
those events see it. They claim that our father, St. Stanislaus did not leave 
the Piarists in order to found our Congregation, but that it came to life as if 
by accident, as a derivative or incidental product; and that he founded our 
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community only because he left the Piarist Order. However, our holy Fa-
ther Founder personally attributed the creation of his Congregation to the 
salvific work of the Holy Spirit, who had imprinted the vision of the Con-
gregation of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in his 
soul. And he impressed it so strongly that already in the days when Father 
Stanislaus was a Piarist on the threshold of a new stage of his life, as he was 
accepting the indult of departure, he makes his religious vows, which we 
call the Obatio, using the text prepared much earlier. And that also means 
that the act of the Oblatio was also present in that vision imprinted by the 
Holy Spirit.

This understanding that our Congregation was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, who used our holy Father Stanislaus as His instrument, was present 
in the old tradition and history of our Congregation. Writing about the 
creation of our community, the Servant of God Casimir Wyszyński stated: 
“The Holy Spirit, giving His inspirations to the holy patriarchs of orders 
and the holy founders of countless religious congregations, wanted the 
Holy Church to shine with this wonderful diversity and to remain active 
and powerful until the end of the ages. In more recent times, the Holy 
Spirit has also inspired his servant, Venerable Father Stanislaus of Jesus 
and Mary, to found the Congregation Marian Fathers of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary” (Vita Venerabilis ...).

Our awareness of the origin of the religious community to which we 
belong and which we constitute is very important today. It is a community, 
intended and desired by the Holy Spirit, and therefore endowed with its 
own charism. The Holy Spirit, who raised up this community in the midst 
of the Church, continues to maintain its existence in the same Church and 
gives her life. It is the Holy Spirit, as the true source of the community’s 
identity, who also ensures our faithfulness to the charism and the style of 
service and life created by this charism for building unity and the good of 
the Church. It is the same Holy Spirit who also put in us the same charism 
that he placed in the heart of our holy Founder.

We hope that our jubilee will contribute to the renewal of the charis-
matic source of our Congregation, above all, that it will renew and enliven 
in us the grace that has been granted to us and which we see in our holy 
Father Founder: openness to the Holy Spirit, the ability to hear His voice 
and submission to His action; both in the life of our entire community and 
in the lives of each one of us.
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Questions for reflection or for sharing in the community

1. How did I see before or see now the role of the Holy Spirit in the history 
of our Congregation?

2. How do I perceive in the history of my vocation and my life the same 
charismatic work of the Holy Spirit that I see in the life of our holy Fa-
ther Founder?
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OCTOBER 2020
THE COMMUNITY AS A PLACE OF RECONCILIATION  

AND LOVE

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 5:14-21.

For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died 
for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live 
might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose 
again on their behalf. Therefore from now on we recognize no one ac-
cording to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to 
the flesh, yet now we know  Him in this way  no longer. Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; 
behold, new things have come. Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world 
to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambas-
sadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; 
we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. He made Him 
who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.

PATRIMONY OF OUR CONGREGATION
From the First Testament of our holy Father Founder

I give thanks to the Divine Majesty for the graces, favors, gifts and ben-
efits lavished upon me most abundantly, but I indeed grieve deeply with-
in my heart, and I want to grieve most perfectly, out of love of Him, for 
my sins, all of which I plunge into the salutary wounds of my Lord and 
Redeemer Jesus Christ. I  fall at the feet of the Most Noble Virgin Mary, 
Mother of God with our entire tiny Congregation for all eternity, beseech-
ing clemency, intercession, direction, most efficacious protection, and in 
the moment of death, a  most merciful and most powerful defense from 
the snares of the enemies, and freeing me from all temporal and eternal 
evil, especially of the punishments due to me, imploring forgiveness, mer-
cy, grace and a plenary indulgence, and through the most cruel death of 
Her Son, through His and Her most painful sufferings, everlasting life in 
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the Communion of the Saints for unending happiness. Because in truth, 
I  had to have dealings with many, and I  could offend many, irritate and 
exasperate many, therefore I beg each and all, especially those whom I at 
times scandalized, burdened, or disturbed unfairly, to forgive me; similarly 
I forgive all, even those who will attack me after my death, and I desire and 
entreat the God of all goodness to be most merciful to them.

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH 
From the Instruction of the Congregation for Institutes of Conse-
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life Fraternal Life in Commu-
nity [Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor] (Nos. 25-26) 

25. It must always be remembered that, for religious men and women, 
fulfillment comes through their communities. One who tries to live an in-
dependent life, detached from community, has surely not taken the secure 
path to the perfection of his or her own state.

Whereas western society applauds the independent person, the one 
who can attain self-actualization alone, the self-assured individualist, the 
Gospel requires persons who, like the grain of wheat, know how to die to 
themselves so that fraternal life may be born.

Thus, community becomes Schola Amoris, a School of Love, for young 
people and for adults – a school in which all learn to love God, to love the 
brothers and sisters with whom they live, and to love humanity, which is in 
great need of God’s mercy and of fraternal solidarity.

26. The communitarian ideal must not blind us to the fact that every 
Christian reality is built on human frailty. The perfect “ideal community” 
does not exist yet: the perfect communion of the saints is our goal in the 
heavenly Jerusalem.

Ours is the time for edification and constant building. It is always pos-
sible to improve and to walk together towards a community that is able to 
live in forgiveness and love. Communities cannot avoid all conflicts. The 
unity which they must build is a unity established at the price of reconcili-
ation (37). Imperfection in communities ought not discourage us.

Every day, communities take up again their journey, sustained by the 
teaching of the Apostles: “love one another with brotherly affection; out-
do one another in showing honor” (Rom 12:10); “live in harmony with 
one another” (Rom 12:16); “welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has 
welcomed you” (Rom 15:7); “I myself am satisfied... that you are... able to 
instruct one another” (Rom 15:14); “wait for one another” (1 Cor 11:33); 
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“through love, be servants of one another” (Gal. 5:13); “encourage one an-
other” (1 Thes 5:11); “forbearing one another in love” (Eph 4:2); “be kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another” (Eph 4:32); “be subject 
to one another out of reverence for Christ” (Eph 5:21); “pray for one anoth-
er” (James 5:16); “clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility towards one 
another” (1 Pt 5:5); “we have fellowship with one another” (1 Jn 1:7); “let us 
not grow weary in well-doing..., especially to those who are of the house-
hold of faith” (Gal 6:9-10).

MEDITATION

The General Chapter of 2011 recognized the need for a “Day of Atone-
ment and Penance” to be established for the entire Congregation. The 
Chapter also placed on the Superior General the obligation to prepare the 
appropriate rite of celebration and to set one day for the whole communi-
ty on which all the confreres together, although in different communities, 
would recite the same prayers and perform spiritual exercises. As we know, 
October 24th was designated, which is the anniversary of the approval of 
our Congregation’s first religious community. The rubrics of the ritual for 
this day tell us that it is best to have this celebration as part of a monthly 
day of recollection and that it should be a  time of internal and external 
asceticism, self-restraint from using the means of social communication, 
preferably strict silence, fasting, and in-depth prayer, adoration, special de-
votion, and Holy Mass celebrated by the entire Congregation.

The intention behind establishing the “Day of Atonement and Penance” 
is clear as it is explained in the Chapter’s Recommendation No. 1: “...expi-
ation for the infidelities in our priestly and religious life, as well as for the 
infidelities of our confreres both living and deceased.” At the same time, we 
realize that there are deeper desires that initiate such actions. It is not only 
the wish to atone for wrongdoings, which have happened already, but it is 
primarily a desire to reconcile with God so that no barriers between Him 
and each one of us and between ourselves would impede the flow of divine 
love, which is the Holy Spirit, since every form of sin destroys this love and 
prevents man from communicating with God. Should that happen, instead 
of transmitting the faith and love of God, we would be transmitting sin and 
deformation of the Face of the merciful God.

Our holy Father Founder knew well what a community should be like 
and that its heart is love. Hence, at the very beginning of his constitutions 
entitled Norma Vitae he placed a chapter called On love (De Charitate), 
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where he emphasized: “Each of you should keep in mind that the soul of 
his Institute is love, and to the extent that he withdraws from love, he with-
draws from life”(NV II, 4). This principle applies to all confreres, regardless 
of their offices, position in the community, so-called “merits” etc., because 
only by “uniting [all members] with one spirit and one love” that both the 
“Body of the Church of God” and the religious community can be built (cf. 
Inspectio Cordis). The Founder also realized that there may be instances 
when love may be lacking, conflicts and sins may appear, and therefore he 
reminded us that a religious community was also a place of forgiveness and 
reconciliation, first with the Savior and then with the confreres. Hence, 
writing his Testament in the face of death, he asked for forgiveness and 
he forgave himself. At the same time, he was aware that true forgiveness 
was only possible on the basis of faith and in union with the love of Christ, 
and therefore he wrote: “I indeed grieve deep within my heart, and I want 
to grieve most perfectly, out of the love of Him, for my sins, all of which 
I plunge into the salutary wounds of my Lord and Redeemer, Jesus Christ” 
(First Testament, 3).

This is also our path to follow in the religious community. Of great im-
portance here are the words of the Instruction entitled, Fraternal Life in 
Community: “... every Christian reality is built on human frailty. The per-
fect ‘ideal community’ does not exist yet.” Our ability to forgive a confrere 
is also a sign of love, the same as the ability to ask for forgiveness and to 
accept forgiveness. Reconciliation with God, to which the annual celebra-
tion of the “Day of Atonement and Penance” is to lead, must also lead us 
to forgiveness and reconciliation with our brethren. Maintaining this way 
of life, we can give a communal witness to love flowing from our meeting 
the living God in our lives. We realize today that not only the world needs 
such witness, but that only the experience of Jesus’ merciful love can also 
heal our hearts. 

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. What is my spontaneous reaction to situations in my house or provin-
cial community that reveal my brethren’s sins or serious faults?

2. How do I expect my confreres to react to my shortcomings, sins, and 
weaknesses?
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NOVEMBER 2020
THE POOREST OF THE POOR – THE DECEASED

THE WORD OF GOD
From the First Letter to the Corinthians 3:11-15

For no man can lay a  foundation other than the one which is laid, 
wich is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,straw, each man’s work will be-
ocme evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with 
fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any 
man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 
If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loos; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire.

PATRIMONY OF OUR CONGREGATION
From the biography of Saint Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, com-
posed by the Venerable Servant of God Casimir Wyszyński (Vita 
Venerabilis...)

As Father Stanislaus fell seriously ill, he asked to be taken before the 
miraculous image of Our Lady at St. Philip Neri Church of the Oratorian 
Fathers in Studzianna. [...] He then went to confession to Reverend Father 
Ligęza, the local superior; the two of them were great friends. Shortly af-
ter celebrating Holy Mass before the miraculous image, Father Stanislaus 
returned to his cell, assigned to him by the Oratorians. Totally exhausted 
and deprived of his senses as if he was dead, he was transported into pur-
gatory. On seeing the unbearable torments of those detained in purgatory, 
he sensed the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary and all the 
deceased before God for returning him to life in order to provide much 
needed support to those suffering in purgatory.

While Father Stanislaus remained in purgatory, the members of the lo-
cal house came after lunch to visit him in his cell, which was made avail-
able to him out of their courtesy. The religious were greatly distressed as 
they believed him to be dead and they went to inform their local superior 
Ligęza, asking his advice as to funeral arrangements for Father Stanislaus. 
Their superior was not upset by the sad news and told them not to feel 
depressed by that occurrence and not to worry about the funeral. He said: 
“Father Stanislaus is not dead” and declared that he knew of his where-
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abouts. As the amazed religious were leaving, Father Stanislaus was mi-
raculously raised from his bed, being called back from death to life. He 
received at once the aforesaid superior’s permission and blessing and, al-
though exhausted by fever and looking like a corpse, he went to the pulpit 
of the local church filled with people and delivered a lengthy sermon on the 
much needed support for the dead. He touched every heart by his vivid and 
easy-to-grasp presentation of the unbearable punishments of purgatory.

Then Father Stanislaus went back to his Marian Hermitage, located 
some 10 to 12 miles away, and upon reaching it, he instructed all the breth-
ren of his Order to recite daily the Office of the Dead and the Rosary for 
the intention of the deceased, as well as to offer their merits, works, fasts, 
mortifications and other pious spiritual exercises for the intention of the 
souls’ deliverance from the unbearable punishments. [...] He re-affirmed 
this instruction once more in New Jerusalem, where he was summoned 
from the Marian Hermitage by the bishop of Poznan in order to enliven 
people’s piety in the holy places erected in memory of Our Lord’s Passion. 

When Father Stanislaus became seriously ill during his residency in the 
monastery at the Cenacle of Our Lord, he experienced purgatory sufferings 
physically. He bore them filled with pious compassion for the souls subject-
ed to unbearable sufferings and cried out in a loud voice: “O Most Merciful 
God, increase my suffering, but lessen their punishment!”

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church (Nos. 1030-1032)

All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, 
are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they under-
go purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven.

The Church gives the name Purgatory to his final purification of the 
elect, which is entirely different from the punishments of the damned. The 
Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the 
Councils of Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by reference 
to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of the cleansing fire: “As for certain 
lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgment, there is a pu-
rifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit will be pardoned neighed in this age nor in the age to come. 
From this sentence we understand that certain offenses can be forgiven in 
this age, but certain others in the age to come.”
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This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already 
mentioned in Sacred Scripture: “Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atone-
ment for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin.” (2 Macc 
12:46). From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the 
dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sac-
rifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The 
Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance 
undertaken on behalf of the dead: “Let us help and commemorate them If 
Job’s sons were purified by their father’s sacrifice why would we doubt that 
our offerings for the dead bring them some consolation? Let us not hesitate 
to help those who have died and to offer our prayers for them.”

MEDITATION

From the early days of her history, the Church has cultivated with great 
piety the memory of the dead (cf. Lumen Gentium, 50) and this care for 
the poorest of the poor has belonged to our patrimony from the very be-
ginning of our Congregation. It is so vital for the Congregation’s identity 
that – omitted in the renewed Constitutions of 1910 – it was restored by 
the intervention of the Congregation for Religious. “Thanks to this addi-
tion, one of the special features of Marian spirituality and mission has been 
preserved” (T. Górski, MIC, Błogosławiony Jerzy Matulewicz, p. 93). This 
feature has been further emphasized in the latest edition of our Constitu-
tions, adopted by the General Chapter in 2017.

As demonstrated by historical research, our holy Father Founder intro-
duced suffragium defunctorum not so much as a result of his assessing the 
situation of the time and the real need to pray for the dead. Indeed, in those 
times, all of Europe, including Poland, was plunged into countless wars and 
epidemics that caused probably millions of people to die without proper 
preparation for their ultimate meeting with the Lord. Objectively speaking, 
prayer and sacrifice for the dead and dying as well as staying at the side of 
those about to leave this world were needed. Undoubtedly, Saint Stanislaus 
fully realized that necessity; yet, it found its way into our patrimony thanks 
to the special intervention of God in his life who granted St.  Stanislaus 
mystical experiences of the torments of the souls in purgatory. Significant 
and particularly expressive are the descriptions of his vicarious sufferings, 
during which, according to the words of his biographer: “...full of pious 
compassion for the suffering, he endured unbearable torments and cried 
out in a loud voice: ‘O Most Merciful God, increase my suffering but lessen 
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their punishment!’” In this way, he recognized the light of the Holy Spirit 
that guided him throughout his life, especially during the founding of our 
community. For this very reason, he encouraged his spiritual sons to follow 
his example, as he offered himself for the deceased. The same biographer 
reported that, after having his mystical experiences, “he instructed all the 
brethren of that Order to recite daily the Office of the Dead and the Rosary 
for the intention of the deceased, as well as to offer their merits, works, 
fasts, mortifications and other pious spiritual exercises for the intention of 
the souls’ deliverance from the unbearable punishments.”

The forms of our intercession pro defunctis may undergo changes, but 
its essence always remains the same. Today, our by-laws dedicate much 
attention to suffragium defunctorum. The section entitled “Nature, pur-
pose, spirituality, and character” contains an entire paragraph on helping 
the deceased and dying. Our by-laws also stipulate both the means of 
such assistance and the special circumstances; it is primarily about peri-
ods of intensive prayer for the dead, e.g. the octave of all-souls, the rosary 
after the death of a brother, etc. This support for the dead should be not 
only individual, but also communal and include the lay faithful (cf. D 6). 
These practices are proper to the whole Church and are in particular the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice, prayers, alms, indulgences, and penitential works 
(cf. CCC 1032). In our first Constitutions, or Norma Vitae, assistance for 
the dead is named as one of the purposes, but no spiritual substantiation 
was provided. On the other hand, in his Templum Dei Mysticum, our holy 
Father Founder wrote: “Certainly the most effective prayer is made by the 
one who, when he wishes to obtain God’s mercy, shows mercy to a man” 
(p. 105).

Suffragium defunctorum is beyond any doubt an act of mercy. How-
ever, there is another meaning to this practice that is important for the 
modern world. Helping the dead and dying is also an eschatological sign: 
it is a reminder of man’s call to eternal life and a witness to the priority of 
the supernatural life. In the days when many Catholics do not believe in 
eternal life, when the transience of human life is deliberately emphasized 
while its sense is reduced to consumption, our attitude of faith oriented 
toward eternal life in God and with God may become a way of awakening 
faith and evangelical admonition. Through our living from an eschatologi-
cal perspective, we can lead others to it and point it out: first of all, through 
our way of life, but also through our ministry in the Church and for the 
Church; by praying for the dead.
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Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. In my opinion, what place should the assistance for the dead and dying 
occupy within the culture of death in the modern world?

2. What are my own ways of helping the dead?
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DECEMBER 2020
CONSECRATED FOR CHRIST  

AND THE CHURCH – ObLaTIO

THE WORD OF GOD
From the Book of Prophet Jeremiah 1:4-8

Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Alas, Lord 
God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, because I am a youth.” But 
the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ because everywhere 
I send you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
to deliver you,” declares the Lord.
 

Patrimony of our Congregation
The Oblatio of our holy Father Founder, Stanislaus Papczyński

In the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ Crucified. Amen. I, Stanislaus 
of Jesus Mary Papczyński, according to the flesh, Son of Thomas from 
Podegrodzie of the diocese of Cracow, being forty years of age, offer and 
consecrate to God the Father Almighty, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
and also to the Mother of God the Ever-Virgin Mary, Conceived without 
original sin, my heart, my soul, intellect, memory, will, feelings, my whole 
mind, my whole spirit, my interior and exterior senses, and my body, leav-
ing absolutely nothing for myself, so that in this way, I may be henceforth 
the whole-hearted servant-slave of the same Almighty [God] and of the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary. 

And so I promise that I shall, to the end of my life, serve Them chastely 
and zealously in the Society of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Con-
ception (which by the grace of God I resolve to found). I also promise that 
I will adjust my way of life to its laws, statutes and rites, and that I will never 
act nor permit or consent, not even indirectly, that these be in some way 
abolished, or changed, or that dispensation be given from them, except if 
a grave and lawful necessity requires it. Moreover, I promise reasonably 
understood obedience to His Holiness the Vicar of Jesus Christ and to his 
delegated official authorities, as well as to all my mediate and immediate 
Superiors, and that I shall possess nothing privately, but have all in com-
mon. 
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I confess that I believe in everything that the Holy Roman Church be-
lieves, and in what she will teach everyone to be believed in the future, 
I especially confess, in truth, that Mary the Most Holy Mother of God was 
conceived without original sin, and I promise that I will spread and defend 
her honor even at the cost of my life. So help me God and this Holy Gospel 
of God. 

Kazimierz near Cracow, in the Residence of the Priests of the Order of 
Pious Schools of the Poor of the Mother of God, in the presence of Very 
Reverend Father Michael of the Visitation Vice-Provincial of the Polish 
Province, of the Religious Father Joseph of the Mother of God President of 
the said Residence, and Venerable Clerics of Minor Orders Casimir of the 
Angels, and Bernard of the Lord’s Passion, on December 11, 1670. 

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH
From the Apostolic Exhortation of Saint John Paul II Vita Conse-
crata (part of No. 30)

30. In the Church’s tradition religious profession is considered to be a 
special and fruitful deepening of the consecration received in Baptism, in-
asmuch as it is the means by which the close union with Christ already be-
gun in Baptism develops in the gift of a fuller, more explicit and authentic 
configuration to him through the profession of the evangelical counsels. 
This further consecration, however, differs in a special way from baptismal 
consecration, of which it is not a necessary consequence. In fact, all those 
reborn in Christ are called to live out, with the strength which is the Spirit’s 
gift, the chastity appropriate to their state of life, obedience to God and 
to the Church, and a  reasonable detachment from material possessions: 
for all are called to holiness, which consists in the perfection of love. But 
Baptism in itself does not include the call to celibacy or virginity, the re-
nunciation of possessions or obedience to a superior, in the form proper to 
the evangelical counsels. The profession of the evangelical counsels thus 
presupposes a particular gift of God not given to everyone, as Jesus him-
self emphasizes with respect to voluntary celibacy (cf. Mt 19:10-12). This 
call is accompanied, moreover, by a specific gift of the Holy Spirit, so that 
consecrated persons can respond to their vocation and mission. For this 
reason, as the liturgies of the East and West testify in the rite of monastic or 
religious profession and in the consecration of virgins, the Church invokes 
the gift of the Holy Spirit upon those who have been chosen and joins 
their oblation to the sacrifice of Christ. The profession of the evangelical 
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counsels is also a development of the grace of the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion, but it goes beyond the ordinary demands of the consecration received 
in Confirmation by virtue of a  special gift of the Spirit which opens the 
way to new possibilities and fruits of holiness and apostolic work. This can 
clearly be seen from the history of the consecrated life. 

MEDITATION

Religious consecration is a special kind of relationship between God and 
man. Holy Scriptures provide many illustrations of it, such as the calling of 
Jeremiah that opens this conference. In the biblical vision of consecration, 
God’s initiative comes first: it is He who chooses man as someone especial-
ly close and known to Him – He chooses him by name. At the same time, 
He gives all the gifts that the elect needs to fulfill his mission. The mission 
that the Lord entrusts to the elect is not to benefit him but to do good to 
others, and is ultimately for the salvation of others. The answer comes only 
afterwards, being first marked by fear, human weakness, sometimes also by 
sinfulness, and sometimes incomprehension of the logic of God’s choice. 
The choice reveals the human condition of the elected one, but also the 
power of God and His love, which can be accepted only with trust in the 
Choosing One, that is in God. And this is how a dialogue is shaped that 
accompanies the consecrated person throughout his whole life. Basically, 
it is an uninterrupted continuation of this dialogue between God’s choice 
and man’s response that occurred at the very beginning of the path of the 
chosen – the consecrated one.

Interestingly, all these dimensions of consecration are clearly present in 
the founding vocation of our holy Father Founder. Still, he went through 
a similar process of discernment and the maturation of his consecration 
during his first calling, when he decided to join the Piarist Order, made his 
first religious vows and then was ordained a priest. And yet God wanted to 
lead him once again through the same dialogue that begins the consecra-
tion when the time of the second calling came. It was all as if for the first 
time in his life.

Was it important to him personally, or was it because the Lord wanted 
it this way on account of us, his spiritual sons? We do not know the answer, 
but we can trace his Marian consecration, which culminated in the act of 
dedication, which he called the Oblatio, which we translate as “offering of 
oneself.” However, “offering of oneself” does not express the whole com-
plexity of the word Oblatio, which was the intention of our Father Founder. 
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After all, we know that he was an expert of Latin and also a professor of 
rhetoric, i.e. someone who teaches the art of beautiful, persuasive oratory 
and writing. In the religious and Catholic perception of the term, Oblatio 
refers to the Eucharistic sacrifice made on the altar and it was thus per-
ceived by religious order priests, which was the case of our Founder. That is 
why the Latin title of the Prayer over the gifts is Super Oblata. It is a prayer 
over what was first received from God as a gift and then offered to God as 
a sacrifice of the altar (bread and wine) so that it would be transformed, 
by the invocation of the Holy Spirit and the formula of consecration spo-
ken by the priest, into the Body and Blood of Christ. The bread and wine 
offered during the Eucharist represent Oblatio and will undergo transub-
stantiation into the Body and Blood of Christ – a sacrifice pleasing to God. 
It is only in this context that we must see Saint Stanislaus Papczyński’s act 
which he described by the word Oblatio. Because Oblatio is an act of offer-
ing oneself to God as a sacrifice, the same as the offering of bread and wine; 
it is a sacrifice made “On the altar of love” – which is exactly the phrase our 
holy Father Founder used in his book Templum Dei Mysticum. The totality 
of this gift-sacrifice – oblation – is expressed through words specifically 
selected by him and referring to the Sacrifice of the Holy Mass: “offer and 
consecrate to God the Father Almighty, to the Son and to the Holy Spir-
it, and also to the Mother of God the Ever-Virgin Mary, Conceived with-
out original sin, my heart, my soul, intellect, memory, will, feelings, my 
whole mind, my whole spirit, my interior and exterior senses, and my body, 
leaving absolutely nothing for myself, so that in this way, I may be hence-
forth the whole-hearted servant-slave of the same Almighty [God] and of 
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary.” What great concern in these words to not 
miss anything of himself, to not retain anything for himself, but to include 
everything in the act of offering himself to God! At the same time, it was 
for Father Stanislaus, the act of his personal religious profession made in 
the Congregation of Marian Fathers, the founding of which he has initiated 
by this act.

It is very significant that this act of the Oblatio was preceded by a spe-
cial grace of God, which Saint Stanislaus received while still a Piarist. We 
do not know the exact time nor the details of God’s actions. We know, how-
ever, that our holy Father Founder received a especial inspiration, which 
he called a vision imprinted by the Divine Spirit in his soul prior to his 
departure from the Piarists, and which vision also included the act of the 
Oblatio. He personally mentioned several years later, as he was writing his 
work, Fundatio Domus Recollectionis, that the Divine Majesty gave him an 
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idea that he would make a voluntarily offering of himself to God by making 
other vows during the ceremony of receiving his release from his previous 
vows. We also know that he already had the text of the Oblatio prepared in 
writing. The time and place of these inspirations and visions are unknown 
to us. We know, however, that God was preparing him for this new conse-
cration in a dialogue full of love; that He poured into the founding vocation 
all the gifts necessary for this mission, and our holy Father Founder an-
swered by the act of the Oblatio – an external expression of what had been 
spiritually ripening in him for some time, during the last period of his stay 
in the Piarist Order. In this way, the act of a new consecration took place, 
and it became his path to becoming our Father. For us, this is the beginning 
of the religious community of which we are members and his spiritual sons.

Questions for reflection or sharing in the community

1. How did I understand the significance of the Oblatio for Saint Stanislaus 
Papczyński – our Father Founder and for our Congregation?

2. What are the analogies between Father Founder’s consecration and my 
religious consecration?
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JUBILEE PRAYER
for the 350th Anniversary of the Origin  
of the Congregation of Marian Fathers

To be recited in the religious communities  
and in churches, together with the lay faithful

Almighty God and Father,
In Your Providence,
You have been shaping 
the Congregation of Marian Fathers from the beginning 
– Your possession,
raised into existence by the Holy Spirit
in cooperation with our father, St. Stanislaus
to proclaim to all peoples and nations the deed of the redemption
carried out by Your Son,
born of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Grant, we pray, that the 350th Anniversary of the origin of our community
will renew and strengthen the charism in us,
poured into our hearts by Your Spirit.
May our life, immersed in You,
become a witness before others to Your salvific love.
Obedient to You as the Immaculate Mother of Your Son was,
transformed in the Holy Spirit,
we, individually and as a community,
want to respond to your salvific plan:
“That we should be holy and immaculate before Your sight” (cf. Eph 1: 4).
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Paweł Naumowicz, MIC

SUGGESTIONS 
for letters, sermons, catechesis  

and other instances
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WHAT DO WE CELEBRATE?
 � 350 years of Father Stanislaus Papczyński’s offering himself to God and 

the Immaculate Mary through a special act (Oblatio), which gave rise to 
the Congregation of Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

WHY DO WE CELEBRATE?
 � To renew our own offering of ourselves to God and the Immaculate 

Mary;
 � To get to know better and adhere closer to our Father Founder and his 

first confreres; 
 � To read afresh the charism of the Congregation bestowed by God onto 

our Father Founder;
 � To discern and zealously undertake by the entire Congregation, individ-

ual communities, and each of us the mission that God requires today. 

IN WHAT WAY?
 � By communal and personal prayer and reflection;
 � By making the life and writings of our Saint Father Founder as our spe-

cial signposts for modern times;
 � By striving towards greater zeal and holiness of life; towards a more ded-

icated apostolate and mission;
 � By holding conferences and celebrations;
 � By establishing the Confraternity of the Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary in every parish, mission, etc.

ObLaTIO – THE FOUNDING ACT
 � This is the founding act of the Congregation of Marian Fathers;
 � It was made before four witnesses on December 11, 1670, immediately 

after Father Stanislaus had received a dispensation from his vows and 
oath of perseverance in the Piarist Order;

 � This is a declaration to preserve chastity, poverty, and obedience in the 
Marian Society of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, which the per-
son making this Oblatio intended to establish “by the grace of God;”
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 � It contains four crucial statements. It opens with: “In the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ Crucified. Amen;” and ends with: “So, help me God 
and this Holy Gospel.”

 � Sentence I: Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary dedicates himself entirely to 
God in the Trinity and to the “Mother of God, Ever-Virgin Mary Con-
ceived without original sin.”

 � Sentence II: The Founder vows to God and Mary to serve Them to the 
end of his life “chastely and zealously in the Society of Marian Fathers 
of the Immaculate Conception (which by the grace of God I resolve to 
found)” (this is the vow of chastity).

 � Sentence III: Saint Stanislaus promises his obedience to the Pope and all 
superiors and his resolution not own anything (these are vows of obedi-
ence and poverty).

 � Sentence IV: Father Stanislaus professes to believe everything that the 
Church believes in and will believe always, especially that “Mary, the 
Holy Mother of God, was conceived without original sin;” and he 
also promises to spread “her honor and defend her even at the cost of 
his life.”

 � In these four statements, Saint Stanislaus thrice professed his faith in 
the Blessed Virgin Mary’s Immaculate Conception.

 � He further developed this concept in his Rule of Life or Norma Vitae, 
of which we know the 1687 and 1694/1698 versions (the first version of 
1672 is unknown).

OUR FATHER, Saint STANISlaus PAPCZYŃSkI
 � A man endowed by God; devoted to God and the most poor; Apostle of 

the earthly and eternal life;
 � His Origin: son of charismatic parents, relatively of comfortable means; 

his father was a blacksmith and the administrator of church goods.
 � Podegrodzie: a village and parish are among the oldest in the region; the 

parish exists since 1017; an active Church, up to date with theology and 
liturgy;

 � His Character:
– consistency in learning; in founding the Congregation;
– persistency in fulfilling God’s plans – “Lviv cross” [meaning: hard 

times]; rejection of an “ecclesial career” in favor of religious poverty; 
Korabiew Hermitage;

– sensitivity and gentleness in dealing with people – taking back the 
returning Stanislaus Krajewski;
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– humility – as he healed the sick he maintained that they were not 
sick;

– zealous apostle of eternal life, caring for the living and the dead, but 
particularly for the poor (spiritually and materially);

 � Message:
– the Immaculate Conception of Mary – a characteristic and specific 

subject matter for the Founder and the entire Congregation (as per 
his own and his first biographers statements);

– prayer for the dead as the greatest work of mercy;
– apostolate, especially for the spiritually and materially poor;
– becoming a New Man and leading others to the fulfillment in a New 

Humanity in the example of Mary Immaculate;
– God performed great things in the Immaculate Mary and she re-

sponded to God’s gift with her whole life; we gaze at the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary and ask her to intercede before God to make us into a 
New Man, to fill us with His grace and allow us to respond generous-
ly to His gifts.

 � Aspiration: to lead every human being to the fullness that God has 
placed in him and which He desires for him; so that we would all be 
“holy and blameless before His [God] face.”

NORMa VITaE – Principal basis of the MARIANS
 � approx. 500 confreres serving in 19 countries (the latest additions are 

Vietnam, India, and the Philippines);
 � 2 goals common to all institutes of consecrated life: “a greater spread of 

God’s glory;” “care for our own salvation along with a steadfast pursuit 
of perfection.”

 � 3 goals, specific for the Marians:
– spreading honor to the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary;
– assisting the dead, especially soldiers and those who died as a result 

of plagues;
– apostolate (“working for the Church”).

 � Today: Good News for man: created as the Mystical Temple of God, we 
are beloved and beautiful before God; He wants to lift us from our sins 
and keep us from sins, that we may be beautiful, holy, fulfilled and hap-
py. The Marian Fathers lead people to become what God wants them to 
be: His beautiful, mystical Temple.
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THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY – THE CHARISM
 � God’s actions toward Mary:
– He loved, anticipated, brought her to life and a specific task, He sanc-

tified her, properly endowed, and stayed at her side;
– He preserved Mary from sin so that she might become the Mother 

of the Son of God; redeemed her in the blood of Christ without any 
merit of hers; Mary called to become Theotokos, was redeemed in the 
blood of Christ in a superior manner (preserved from fall);

– He filled her with the Holy Spirit from her very conception, in the 
Annunciation, under the Cross, and in the Upper Room with the 
Apostles;

 � God in the life of every man:
– His love is always first;
– He anticipated, beloved and brought us to life, and then He guides 

and stays near so that everyone can fulfill their lives;
– He raises us from sin through Baptism, the Sacrament of Penance 

and Reconciliation; we are saved by His grace; there is no salvation 
without Christ;

– He fills us with the Holy Spirit in Baptism, Confirmation, etc.

MARY AS A NEW MAN
 � She was created, redeemed, saved from sin and sanctified by God; she 

co-operates perfectly well with the grace and brings forth fruits;
 � She accepts God’s action and God’s calling; she praises God and all that 

He has done in her;
 � United with His will and filled with the Holy Spirit, she gives birth to 

Christ;
 � She accompanies her Son and surrenders to Him in everything, giving 

the Only Son to the Father under the Cross; she accepts her new calling 
of being the mother to all people;

 � Filled with the Holy Spirit, she allows Him to act through her (her visit 
to Elizabeth);

 � She heeds the Word of God, ponders it in her heart and fulfills it in her 
life.

FOSTERING A NEW MAN IN OURSELVES 
 � I was created out of  the love of God, anticipated by God, formed, and 

called to be His child – this is the Good News for those who do not see 
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the meaning and purpose of life, who do not know where they come 
from and why, who do not know love;

 � I was raised into existence by God’s love, called and properly equipped 
for a specific work – God endowed me with vocation that allows me to 
lead a fulfilled life; I need to discern and carry it out;

 � God’s grace is always greater than my sin. He purifies me in Baptism, 
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation, and in many other ways. He 
is the first to come to meet me. He can save me from sin.

 � There is no salvation except in Christ. In His wounds I am saved, 
cleansed and sanctified. By the power of His Passion, Death and Resur-
rection, I can experience a new life. It is true for everyone.

 � I am called to receive Christ and deliver Him in the midst of the world. 
 � The Holy Spirit filled me at Baptism and Confirmation. He fills me in the 

sacraments and as I listen and meditate on the Word of God. He wants 
to guide me.

 � I was given God’s love, closeness, and grace to share with others so that 
I may stand under the cross and reveal the Savior to others.

PRAYING FOR THE DEAD AND STAYING AT THE SIDE  
OF THE DYING

 � On account of eternal life;
 � To help those who are still waiting or not ready to be in full union with 

God.

REFLECTIONS FOR VARIOUS OCCASIONS
 � God’s primacy in everything; the law of God is above all, then comes the 

natural law, and the human law afterwards;
– taking a stand in regard to modern law-making that does not take 

God into account or even is against God (under the guise of neutral-
ity of the worldview);

 � Clearly established priorities in life and values: God, other people, an-
imals, and nature; story of a little dog and the conversion of its owner; 
story of Karski’s dog; 
– some ecological movements today do not take God into account; in-

stead they deify earth and ecology; anti-birth movements; concepts 
for limiting the increase of the world population;

 � Love of one’s homeland and nation: praying for soldiers; explaining 
liberum veto; writing on freedom and love of the homeland; opposing 
the misconception of the “nobility’s freedom” – censored;
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– Res Publica of Papczyński’s times made a transition from the love of 
Homeland and man, the common good and dedication to it to the 
individualism, personal profit and glory of her inhabitants ... Today’s 
governments, politicians, the EU.

 � Banning on the crematum because of the thirst that Christ suffered on 
the Cross;
– Encouragement to lead a free, conscious, full, and happy life;
– Freeing oneself from drugs and any addictions, striving to fulfill the 

vocation that God has placed in us;
 � Papczyński as the Apostle of the living and the dead – he wanted to lead 

everyone to holiness and union with God; he was a pauper near death 
in Lviv; he dedicated his life to the poor and the neglected, he despised 
honors and prelatures;
– We preach the Gospel to the financial and spiritual poor;
– We assist the poor and the sick in various ways – hospices, hospitals, 
– NaPro Technology, pro-life.

Prepared for internal use and further reflection.
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Ad honorem 
Immaculatae Conceptionis 

Mariae

Consecrated for Christ and the Church 

Seeing the patience [of Fr. Stanislaus] and the works undertaken 
for the glory of God and His Most Gracious Mother, the merciful 
Lord called him – using various incentives through inspirations 
and divine visions, which were recognized by confessors and the-
ologians to be true and reliable – to found in His Church a new 
Institute in order to expand devotion to the Immaculate Concep-
tion, provide assistance to pastors in their ministry, and to help the 
deceased. Therefore, out of obedience to the voice of God and his 
admirable readiness, with the consent of Clement X, the Christ’s 
Vicar on earth, and the Superior General, he altered his original 
vocation, and on Wednesday, December 10, in the Octave of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, in the 
year of our Lord 1670, Fr. Michael of the Visitation released him 
from his simple vows and the pledge of perseverance. At the same 
time, he made a new offering of himself to God and His Mother 
in his new Institute, having previously received the blessing of the 
aforesaid Father Michael: “May God strengthen in you whatever 
He achieved in you.” Upon his departure from the Piarists, many 
illustrious Prelates […] offered him various titles, benefices, offic-
es, and honors. However, he – to show greater obedience to the 
Lord and feeling driven by His inspiration – started laying foun-
dations for his new Institute. It is nearly impossible to believe the 
difficulties that he had to conquer, being instructed during this 
time by God through means of miraculous signs.

 From the first biography
 of St. Stanislaus of Jesus and Mary, our Father Founder,
 written in 1705 by Mansueto Leporini,
 Vita Fundatoris, (The Life of the Founder)

This book is mainly the fruit of the work 
of the General Commission in Charge 
of the Preparations for the Jubilee of the 
350th Anniversary of the Congregation of 
Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the B.V.M., and it comes as an 
introduction to the Jubilee celebrations. 
For this reason, it includes the Jubilee 
Program so that each confrere may be-
come acquainted with the four-year pro-
gram of the celebrations and may partic-
ipate at least in some of them. However, 
this book’s main matter consists of two 
items: The Conferences for the month-
ly Days of Recollection in 2020 and the 
Letter opening the Jubilee. Furthermore, 
there is also the Jubilee Prayer, which can 
be added to the usual Marian Prayers af-
ter the Liturgy of the Hours and can be 
recited in churches during the celebration 
of Mass with the people before or after the 
concluding blessing. I strongly urge you, 
Dear Confreres, to take advantage of this 
helpful information.
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