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FoRewoRd

Since we for our part
are surrounded by this cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin 

which clings to us and persevere in running the race 
which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus 

who inspires us and perfects our faith
(Heb 12:1-2).

The short essays that make up this book are the stories
of that cloud of witnesses who yet surround us: our brother
Marians from across the centuries: From our own – and the
Vatican – archives, their story is only now being unfolded.
They are a cross-section of humanity: some inspire us with
their spirit; others warn us of paths mistaken. They remind
us that in every century God has called men to journey along
a path to Him, one of which was called the Marians of the
Immaculate Conception, first set by Saint Stanislaus of Jesus
and Mary Papczyński. 

Their stories contained here – some edited, most re-
arranged – are the result of the research of Fr. Boleslaus 
Jakimowicz, MIC (1912-1989). Each appeared, in a some-
what different format, in the generalate’s newsletter MIC In-
formation, over the years 1975-81. Gathered together in a
more permanent collection hopefully they will gain an even
wider circulation and continue to inspire us. We are indebted
to the late Fr. Jakimowicz, and pray that his work for the be-
atification of the Venerable Servant of God Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński will be successfully completed as soon as God
grants us a miracle thought Fr. Casimir’s intercession.









PolIsh, lIthuAnIAn, And lAtvIAn MARIAns

Father Matthew Krajewski

The generalate of Fr. Matthew
Krajewski is identified with the
gravest interior crisis in the history
of our Congregation. This crisis is
known as the “Rostkovian dispersal”
which, for several years, threatened
the Marians with extinction. divi-
sion within, persecution without,
civil and religious authorities nega-
tively disposed to it – all this con-

spired to annihilate the work and inspiration of Fr.
Papczyński. To make matters more hopeless, the General Su-
perior, Fr. Matthew Krajewski was actively engaged in this de-
structive work.

We do not know when he entered the community. As 
a Mar ian, he was ordained in the cathedral of Poznan, Jan-
uary 9, 1708, and was active in the affairs of the community
in 1709. In 1710, he was superior of Puszcza Korabiewska
and took part in the Chapter. Again, in 1712, he was a mem-
ber of the Chapter, which elected him a General Councilor.
From the documents of the Chapter of September 23, 1715,
it appears he was the First Councilor already in 1712. At this
1715 Chapter he was elected General Superior by 10 out of
12 votes. 



Father Wyszyński comments that he was elected General
because of his talents, education, and youth. In his programs
as General Superior he encountered resistance from the
memb ers of the community. Consequently, he tried to reform
the Order. To achieve this he attracted the young confreres
(among them Alexander Wyszyński, brother of Fr. Casimir).
Jointly they presented their plans to the Papal Nuncio in
Poland, the local bishop and the secular authori ties. The Nun-
cio appointed Bishop Adam Rostkowski, auxiliary of luck, to
investigate the matter. After a canonical visitation, the Bishop
closed the novitiate and sent the priests to parishes in the dio-
cese. Only a few older religious were left in the monasteries.
This state of affairs prevailed from 1716 to 1722. Then Bishop
Peter Tarło of Poznan ordered all Marians to return to their
monasteries within 10 days. He also ordered them to convene
a Chapter at which, on August 31, 1722, Fr. Andrew deszpot
was elected the new General Superior. 

Father Krajewski remained a Marian and persevered. In
1725, he was deprived of his vote and could not be elected
to office. This decree was soon revoked because in 1731 he
took part in the General Chapter and even received a vote
for the office of General. At the next Chapter he was again a
candidate for that office. Three years later, in 1737, he was
proposed for General Councilor. In subsequent Chapters his
name is not on the list of those participating, probably be-
cause he fell victim to a strange malady – ague (zimnica in
Polish). He had to be near a hot stove – always. People were
convinced that this malady was a punishment for being the
cause of the breakup of the Order. 

Father Casimir Wyszyński wrote that “like david, he
sinned, and also like david, he expiated for it” by the extraor-
dinary patience with which he bore his illness. He died on
March 8, 1750, in Goźlin.
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Father Krajewski was an uncommon individual. In God’s
plan, he was the cause of a new surge of zeal in the Order.
Father Krajewski, doing penance for his faults, stimulated su-
periors to deep reflection and caution in making snap deci-
sions, and served as an inspiration to persevere in the Order.

The entry of Casimir Wyszyński into the Marians was
also the result of this tremendous disruption during the gen-
eralate of Fr. Krajewski. In Rome, when Casimir heard that
his own brother participated in this affair he immediately de-
cided to enter the Order to repair what damage his brother
had done. By his own holy life and splendid works not only
did he repair the harm done, but he steered the Order on a
new course of expansion and growth.

Joseph Wyszyński

Joseph Wyszyński was Fr. Casimir Wyszyński’s older
brother. As a young man, he served in the Polish military.
during the Northern war when the invading Swedes learned
that Wyszyński fought on the side of King Stanislaus
leszczyński, they sacked the Wyszyński family estate in
Jeziora Wielka. The entire family was forced to seek refuge
with relatives in south Poland. They returned to their home
only after the Swedes retreated to Germany.

Joseph left the military in 1716 and entered the Marian
novitiate in Puszcza Korabiewska, taking the name of
Alexander. Accustomed as he was to a military lifestyle, es-
pecially to a sumptuous table and hard liquor, he found it es-
pecially trying that the Marians abstained from alcohol.
Eventually, he had to submit himself to the community’s rule
of discipline and mortification.

Since he secretly continued to satisfy his taste for fine
food and alcohol, and began to attract followers, he was
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threatened with severe penalties. He complained about the
rigors of the Order to the General Superior, Fr. Matthew 
Krajewski, who agreed with him. They both decided to
change the situation.

Wyszyński eventually left the novitiate and began to ac-
cuse the Marians to the Papal Nuncio, bishops, and lay peo-
ple. When the General Superior added his voice to these
accusations, the papal representative designated a bishop to
investigate the matter. The result was that the novitiate was
closed and the community’s priests sent into parishes. The
Order came close to annihilation. This calamity, caused prin-
cipally by Joseph Wyszyński, was ended by Bishop Peter
Tarło in 1722, when he ordered all Marians to return to the
community’s houses.

Wyszyński never returned. He was ill-disposed to the
Marians. Having received a large sum of money from his fa-
ther and brother, he travelled abroad. In 1720-21, he was in
Rome on pilgrimage with about 30 others. In 1731, Joseph,
as a hermit Third Order Franciscan, requested permission
of the Holy See to make a pilgrimage to the holy places in
Jerusalem “to satisfy my piety and to do penance for my sins”
as he wrote in his petition to the Holy Father. 

Father Casimir Wyszyński writes in his necrology on Fr.
Krajewski: “... it was the common belief that God sent the
malady ague on the former General, Fr. Matthew, for causing
the dispersal of the Order through a conspiracy with a certain
novice. This novice is my own brother, Joseph, who, at the
time, had the name Alexander. Both he and the General, Fr.
Matthew, went to the Nuncio and to the bishop with many
accusations against the Congregation. I am writing this to
serve others as a lesson lest they do the same ... my brother
left the novitiate, lost his vocation. However, even he changed
his attitude toward the Order from hate to love. He suffered
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many misfortunes in his life.” In the years 1732-33, Joseph
lived in the St. Stanislaus Hospice in Rome as a mendicant.
The last record known is dated June 1739 (a few months be-
fore his death), when he bequeathed his estate to his brother,
Michael. When and where he died is not known.

Neither the “Rostkovian dispersal,” nor the closure of the
Order’s monasteries by government decree in Italy (1798),
Portugal (1834), and Tsarist Russia (1864) could annihilate
the Marians.

Father Joseph Królikowski

The earliest document we have
with reference to him is dated 1709.
It is an appeal, signed by the Mar -
ians, to the General Superior of the
Franciscans to designate a Com-
missar to the General Chapter
conven ed for February 1709. One
of the sig n  atures is that of Joseph
Królikow ski, who probably was still
a cleric at the time, because he

ident ified himself as Frater, while the others are signed Pater.

At the Chapter of September 23, 1715, which elected Fr.
Matthew Krajewski as General Superior, Joseph Królikowski
participated with both active and passive voice. In fact, he
was chosen General Secretary of the Order. It was an office
of considerable prestige, requiring a command of latin as
well as an ability in preparing documents and letters.

After the “Rostkovian dispersal” in the Chapter of elec-
tions of August 31, 1722, he was a candidate for General Su-
perior. His signature appears on the acts and statutes – as
Joseph of Jesus-Mary, Secretary. Evidently, he fulfilled that
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role during that historical Chapter after the return of the
Marians in response to the order of Bishop Peter Tarło. Un-
doubtedly, it was his pen that composed and signed the pe-
tition in 1725 to the Franciscan General to send a Commissar
to the General Chapter of July 16, 1725. He was elected sec-
ond assistant (General Consulter) to Fr. Bernard Ostrowski,
newly elected General.

An interesting event took place at the General Chapter,
June 15, 1728. Before the Capitulars elected a new General
Superior, they first discussed problems and issues of the mo-
ment and promulgated statutes which later were confirmed
by the newly elected General Superior and his Council.
Among the important matters discussed was the question of
observance of the vow of poverty. According to papal de-
crees, religious in solemn vows could not possess material
goods nor could they personally dispose of things given to
their use. It seemed that Fr. Joseph had a horse at his disposal.
Consequently, it was decided that he had to make it available
for the common use of all the brethren. There is no doubt
that he promptly and fully complied with this disposition,
because, on June 17, 1728, he was elected General Superior!

The Marians, having learned through experience that any
failure in observing religious regulations inevitably leads to
a weakening of the spirit of fraternal unity, were very sensitive
to any such failures after the “Rostkovian dispersion.” Abuses
were severely punished, even in those who commanded
supreme authority in the Congregation. This is what hap-
pened in the case of Fr. Królikowski.

While in office as General Superior, he abused his author-
ity. Contrary to the Constitutions, he sent one of the Fathers
for more than a year to be away from the monastery for past -
oral reasons, while the statutes allowed such a move for a
maximum of only three months. As a result, after the 1731
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Chapter he was deprived of the title “Very Reverend” and “Fa-
ther of the Order,” which ex-Generals were usually honored
with. However, at the Chapter of July 3, 1734, by a unanimous
decision, he was restored to the good graces of the Institute
and was appointed superior of the community in Góra.

In 1737 he was made master of novices in Puszcza and
there, in the shadow of Fr. Casimir Wyszyński, who was the
General Superior, he guided the young Marians.

He remained a member of the General Council until the
end of his life. In his declining years, he had the solace of 
Fr. Casimir Wyszyński’s affectionate care. He died on Oct -
ober 26, 1742, at Góra Kalwaria.

Father Bernard Ostrowski

Father Bernard came from the
noble Ostrowski family with the
Grzymała coat of arms. He was the
uncle of the Primate of Poland, Arch-
bishop Anthony Casimir Ostrowski.

In the Marian documents, Fr. 
Ostrowski mentioned for the first
time in 1715. It was the Chapter of
elections at which he was appointed

procurator for the Con gr eg ation to civil and Church author-
ities. At the time he must have been still a very young priest,
since that year he was also an auditor of theology.

With great concern he joined in the efforts to re-group
the Marians after the “Rostkovian dispersion.” Already, in
May 1719, at Puszcza Korabiewska, as procurator, he inter-
ceded in the case of Brother Peter (Rajecki?), who earlier had
left the Congregation and transferred to the Augustinians in
Warsaw, from whence he returned and asked to be re-admit-
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ted to the Marians. In August 1720, he is known to have been
superior in Puszcza Korabiewska, most probably assigned to
this post by Bishop Adam Rostkowski, who was delegated by
the Apostolic Nuncio in Warsaw to handle matters for the
Marian Order. Father Bernard presided over the meeting
which considered the return to the Order of Fr. Gabriel of
the Presentation.

At the historic Chapter of August 31, 1722, he was a
cand idate for the office of General Superior. Again at the
1728 Chapter he was proposed as a candidate for the office
of General. during this time he was superior in Skórzec.

On June 14, 1731, he was elected General Superior. With
deep care he set about to calm and organize the Congregation
which was still experiencing the painful effects of the “Rost-
kovian dispersion.” In the documents of this period, it is
known that Fr. Bernard remained in the monastery of Puszcza
Korabiewska even during the “Rostkovian dispersion,” sharing
with several other Fathers who remained with him, one of the
greatest tragedies in the history of the Marian Order.

After his first term of office, he was again re-elected Gen-
eral Superior by a unanimous decision.

He governed with a steady but gentle hand, in a spirit of
deep understanding and love for his confreres. In one of his
circular letters he wrote: “I want to embrace each one of you
and with God’s help to find out if in this small Marian Con-
gregation there really flourishes good order, mutual love, and
discipline...” In his visitations to individual monasteries, he
made every effort to bring about improvements. He con-
cerned himself with libraries, with the external appearance
of the monasteries ... two of which (Góra, Puszcza Korabiew -
ska) he rebuilt. His pastoral letters are saturated with affec-
tion for the community and its members, concern for the
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good of the Order and its growth. How accurately it is noted
in his necrology that “he was a very solicitous Father to the
Congregation.”

Here was a man of exceptional nobility of heart, expans -
ive outlook on life, most of all very concerned about elevating
the Marian students intellectually and spiritually. Finally, at
the Chapter in Skórzec on August 8, 1741, Fr. Ostrowski was
elected General for the third time. In this way the Capitular
Fathers expressed their complete confidence in him and
showed their appreciation of his talents and character.

His fatherly manner in treating the brethren created a
family atmosphere and mutual trust in the Order. For this
reason, despite his many years, they entrusted to him the
government of the Congregation. He died in Skórzec on
March 19, 1743, in office as General Superior.

Father Casimir Wyszyński

Every vocation is unique: a per-
sonal encounter and response to
the divine. The first Marian voca-
tion in Rome is a fine example of
the delicate interplay between grace
and free will.

In the fall of 1721, a group of 28
Polish pilgrims arrived in Rome to
pray at the tombs of the Apostles.

One of these was a young man named Januarius Francis
Wyszyński. On the feast of All Saints, they received the sacra-
ment of reconciliation at St. Peter’s. Some returned to
Poland, others set off on the long arduous journey to the
shrine of St. James at Compostela, in northern Spain.
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young Wyszyński was among this latter group. On the
border between France and Spain he fell ill and was told by
doctors to return to Rome and seek dispensation from the
vow of pilgrimage. With understandable disappointment, he
did finally return to Rome. This was in early 1723. He was
dispensed from his vow, but for some reason he tarried in
Rome, earning his livelihood by working in the storehouses
of the salt mines. In November 1723, he met Fr. Joachim 
Kozłowski, who was in the city seeking approval of the Order.
It was from him that Wyszyński learned how his own brother
Joseph was a novice with the Marians but later left the Order
and caused much trouble for the Marians in Poland. This
made such a profound impression upon Francis Wyszyński
that then and there he resolved to atone for his brother’s bad
behavior and to repair the hurt done to the Marians. He
asked Fr. Joachim to receive him into the Order. On Nov -
emb er 18, 1723, Francis was vested in the white habit of the
Marians in the church of St. Stanislaus (via delle Botteghe
Oscure). He changed his name to Casimir of St. Joseph. 

A Eulogy for Fr. Casimir Wyszyński, October 1755 
by Fr. João de Rosario, Balsamão

The Venerable Fr. Frei Casimir Wyszyński died in the
“hermitage” of the Immaculate Virgin Mary of Balsamão, sit-
uated near the village of Chacim, in the diocese of Miranda,
in the Province of Tras-os-Montes in the Kingdom of Por-
tugal. He had entered the “young” Marian Order of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary,
founded in Poland by the Venerable Fr. Stanislaus of Jesus
and Mary under the Rule of the Ten Virtues of the same Vir-
gin Mary, associated with the Seraphic Order and confirmed
by His Holiness, Pope Innocent XIII.
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Early in his religious life, he so advanced in virtue, learn-
ing, and observance of the Constitutions of his Congregation
that in a few years after his profession he was elected General
Superior of the entire Congregation. After his term of office,
by unanimous vote, he was sent as general procurator to
Rome, where for many years he successfully labored for the
growth of the Marian Institute.

Imbued with the genuine desire to see the Marians im-
planted throughout the world, with the consent of his supe-
riors and fortified with the blessing of the Holy Father, Pope
Benedict XIV, he set out for Portugal. For several months he
lingered in lisbon and, no doubt, guided especially by the
Immaculate Virgin Mary, he came to the province of Tras-
os-Montes to the House of the Immaculate Virgin, where he
was warmly received by the Tertiaries of St. Francis living
there. He spoke to them of the Marian Institute. They, at-
tracted to him with deep affection, were eager to seek admis-
sion as soon as possible as members of this Congregation.
When the Ven. Father Casimir was convinced of their desire,
he, together with the Regent of the Tertiaries, presented him-
self to the Most Rev. Bishop who resided in the royal city of
Bragança. The bishop, himself a religious of the Order of
Mary of Mt. Carmel, and because of his special devotion to
the Immaculate Virgin, quickly and gladly granted their re-
quest. He issued a document by which he granted permission
for the Tertiaries to become members of the Order of the
Immaculate Conception and, furthermore, granted authority
to the Ven. Father Casimir to invest the novices with the
habit and to admit them to a year of training at Balsamão.

And then, something happened which is not devoid of
mystery. Soon after receiving the documents, and before
leaving the royal city, the Tertian Regent was stricken with a
fatal illness and died in a few days. After the burial, con-
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ducted by the Friars Minor of this same city of Bragança, the
Most Rev. Bishop released a new set of documents by virtue
of which he bequeathed to the Marian Order the hermitage
of Balsamão, all its buildings, furnishing, and lands. Further-
more, he designated Fr. Casimir as superior. Vested with this
dignity, Fr. Casimir returned to Balsamão and immediately
invested all the Tertiaries with the habit of the Order of the
Immaculate Conception and admitted them to a year of for-
mation. He guided them for 11 consecutive months in every
aspect of religious life – the practice of religious virtues, sacr -
ed ceremonies, study of the Constitutions of the Marian
Order. However, Our lord Jesus and His Mother and Ours,
the Immaculate Virgin Mary, had called him (as is piously
believed) to receive his merited reward – the everlasting
glory – on October 21, 1755.

This conviction is fortified by the purity and simplicity
of his soul which attracted even the birds of the air. They
would fly into his room and remain with him – almost play-
fully – and would fly away only when he ordered them out.
Even more, a bird of unusual color and song suddenly ap-
peared to solemnize the Ven. Father’s death (which he fore-
told) by a melodious and sweet song – and then just as
suddenly vanished. Also, his body did not undergo rigor
mortis, his face shone with extraordinary beauty and when
a vein was cut, a copious flow of blood issued which filled
the room with a sweet odor which still lingers. For these rea-
sons, the people of Tras-os-Montes hold his memory in
highest veneration.
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Father Cajetan Wetycki

He was the immediate successor
to Fr. Casimir Wyszyński in the of-
fice of General Superior, and one of
the most distinguished ones. Father
Cajetan Wetycki was born in 1713.
Most probably, he became a Marian
in 1734, because his name appears
in 1735 on the roster of Marian stu -
d ents. Therefore, he was already a
professed Marian.

In 1736, he received minor orders and, on June 15, 1737,
he became a deacon, then on April 5, 1738, was ordained a
priest by Bishop Stanislaus Hosiusz. In July 1739, he was des-
ignated professor of Philosophy while at the same time he au-
dited lectures in Speculative Theology. later on, he taught
Marian students both of these subjects for 12 years. In 1741,
he was made the novice master and General Secretary. At the
General Chapter of November 3, 1744, he was elected Assis-
tant General and continued as local superior and professor of
philosophy at Skórzec. Two years later, in 1746, he was given
the additional responsibility of spiritual director of the Marian
clerics while, at the same time, he taught them Theology.

The General Chapter elected him Superior of the Order
on November 12, 1750. Soon after this election, on decem-
ber 2 of the same year, he sent his first circular letter to all
members of the Congregation, in which he revealed the
depths of his own spiritual formation, his humility, and total
love for the Congregation. In the opening sentences of this
letter he wrote: “I was elected to this office not to be served
but to serve. I was not elected to be a mercenary, but a true
loving shepherd. I extend to all of you my hands, so that what
is weak in the Congregation – I could strengthen; what is sick
– I could heal.”
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In 1752, he informed the Marians of the efforts made by
Fr. Casimir Wyszyński in promoting the beatification cause
of the Founder. It was Fr. Wetycki who sent Fr. C. Wyszyński
with Fr. Benon Bujalski to Portugal. He was the first General
Superior to be re-elected to a consecutive second term – oth-
ers had also been re-elected, but at separate intervals.

After his re-election to the office of General, he wrote in
his circular letter: “... although I, unworthy and the least
among you, was re-elected General Superior for another
three years ... l come to you not as one who rules, but as your
least servant, recommending to you the fear of the lord, love
of God and neighbor ... Mindful of your vocation ... may you
be Marians not in name only, but real sons of Mary so that
after this miserable life, guided and protected by Mary, we
could find our eternal salvation...”

After his second term of office as General, Fr. Wetycki
was appointed novice master in Marijampole, lithuania –
where, full of merits and virtues, he died on May 19, 1761.

Fortunately, we have his Protocol or Diary of Events, in
which he carefully recorded, almost daily, his activities and
preserved copies of letters sent and received – among which
there are 16 letters from Fr. C. Wyszyński, written from
Rome and Portugal.

Father Wetycki was faithful in continuing the work of re-
newal begun by Fr. C. Wyszyński. He really practiced what
he preached. We can only hope and pray God gives us, the
Marians, many such Generals.
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Father Cyprian Fiałkowski

He came from the noble 
Fiałkowski family of the region of
Plock near lubocza, where Father
Papczyński assumed the white habit
of the Marians in the chapel of the
Karski family. In fact, Fr. Cyprian
was chaplain to this family for a pe-
riod of time.

He was born in 1702. We have
no date of his entry into the Marians. On the 21st of April,
1727, he was ordained a priest in Warsaw by Bishop John
Tarło of Poznan. during the years 1728-1729, he was with Fr.
Joachim Kozłowski in Goźlin, and from 1731, he was profes-
sor of theology in Skórzec.

In the annual meeting in Goźlin – June 30, 1733 – he
was made superior of the monastery at Puszcza Kora-
biewska, and in 1734, he was appointed preacher and pro-
fessor of rhetoric in Skórzec. From 1735, he was also given
the responsibility of the spiritual formation of Marian stu-
dents in Skórzec and entrusted with the authority to solve
cases of moral theology. He continued as teacher in Skórzec
until 1737.

At the 1741 General Chapter he was designated local su-
perior in Puszcza Korabiewska where he stayed for two years.
In 1743, he was appointed preacher and director of the Con-
fraternity of the Immaculate Conception in Goźlin where, in
1746, he was made assistant superior.

Most probably he must have been a successful and effec-
tive preacher, because in 1749 he was transferred again to
Skórzec in that capacity. during these years he was several
times appointed novice master.
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The Chapter of September 11, 1757, celebrated in Raśna,
entrusted to him the government over the entire Congregation
to succeed the splendid government of Fr. Cajetan Wetycki.

The administration of Fr. Cyprian Fiałkowski was distin-
guished by great prudence, concern for the common good
of the Order and its spiritual and material growth.

He was one of the principal witnesses in the beatification
process of Fr. Founder, whom he did not know personally
but, nevertheless, knew very much about him and the major
details of his life from the Karski family of lubocza, where
Fr. Founder had lived for some time. He was very much at-
tached to the person of Fr. Papczyński, and he expected his
early beatification.

Continuing Fr. C. Wyszyński’s work of renewal of the
Marians, he laid special stress in his government of the Con-
gregation on the education of novices and Marian students,
obliging professors to instruct the students in the field of
learning and spirituality with emphasis on a special need to
know the Rules and Statutes as well as a good understanding
of the real value and meaning of the religious life. He required
a thorough examination of novices before admitting them to
religious profession, because the future of the Congregation
depended so much on their spiritual formation and maturity.

In educating the students, he required public debates
at least three times a year for the purpose of teaching them
the basics of rhetoric and as a means of sharpening their
intellects.

Father Cyprian Fiałkowski died on October 10, 1772, in
Puszcza Korabiewska, the cradle of the Marian Order. All
through his life, especially as General Superior, he was a
courageous and faithful follower of our Fr. Founder.
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Father Walter Kanobrocki

Out of our Congregation’s 18th

century General Superiors, Fr. 
Walter Kanobrocki is the least
known. The Album of the Deceased
Marian Fathers and Brothers gives
us a relatively short necrology. Nev-
ertheless, his personality and activ-
ity in the Congregation deserve
greater focus. Why? Because of his
connection with Fr. Casimir

Wyszyński, at whose side he worked for a long time and was
thoroughly imbued with his spirit as well as his zeal and
courage in continuing the work of the Congregation’s re-
newal initiated by Fr. Casimir.

He was born in 1698 and, most probably, became a Mar-
ian in 1727. He received the sub-diaconate in Warsaw on
March 8, 1732, and the diaconate on March 29 of that same
year. Most probably, he was ordained a priest very shortly af-
terwards because, at the annual meeting in Skórzec on June
15, he, as a priest, was assigned to the study of philosophy in
the monastery at Skórzec. He lived there for quite some time
when, at the General Chapter of december 12, 1737, Fr.
Casimir Wyszyński was elected General Superior and Fr.
Kanobrocki was elected his secretary. At that same time he
also fulfilled the duties of preacher and treasurer in Skórzec.

On July 21, 1739, at the gathering in Goźlin, he was made
assistant superior, novice master, preacher, and treasurer in
Puszcza Korabiewska. For two years he exercised these duties.

In 1741, he was elected second assistant of the Order and
preacher at Skórzec. After three years, on November 3, 1744,
he was made superior of the Skórzec monastery.
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When, in 1747, Fr. Andrew Wrzesiński, because of his
advanced age and health reasons, resigned from his office of
novice master, Fr. Kanobrocki was designated as his succes-
sor on the recommendation of the General Council. during
Fr. Casimir Wyszyński’s second term as General Superior
(1747-1750), Fr. Kanobrocki again was made secretary to the
General. At the General Chapter in Skórzec, in 1750, he was
re-elected Second Assistant of the Order. Finally, on Aug -
ust 4, 1760, at the General Chapter in Puszcza Korabiewska,
he was elected General Superior. He filled this office for three
years. He died on May 3, 1766 at the monastery in Skórzec,
where he lived and worked the greater part of his life.

Father Walter Kanobrocki was one of the closest collab-
orators and confidants of Fr. Wyszyński. As his secretary, he
was imbued with his ideals which he strove to put into prac-
tice – first as novice master and later as General Superior. It
is int eresting and worthy to point out that during Fr. C.
Wyszyński’s every term of office, he was the novice master.

Both Fr. Wyszyński and Fr. Kanobrocki nurtured great
respect and kept alive the memory of Fr. Founder. With great
affection they cared for his tomb.

Father Walter Kanobrocki, just like Fr. Wyszyński, was
greatly concerned with the education of the young genera-
tion of Marians, with special emphasis on the selection of
candidates.

In his first circular letter, he heavily underscored devo-
tion to the Mother of God and love for the Congregation.
These same ideas were repeated in Statutes during his ad-
ministration, also in subsequent circular letters of 1761-1763.
No doubt they encompass the program of renewal of Fr.
Wyszyński, who was so dearly beloved by Fr. Walter.
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He was not only a superb speaker and treasurer, but most
of all, he was an expert educator of novices and an ingenious
General of the Order.

Father Hyacinth Wasilewski

Valentine (Hyacinth in religion)
Wasilewski was born in 1719, in
Wasilów, Skrzeszew parish in Pod-
lasie.1 He entered the Marians on
September 21, 1746. While still a
novice, he accompanied Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński on pilgrimage to Cze sto -
chowa in 1747. After his novitiate
and religious profession, he remain -
ed one more year in Puszcza Kora-

biewska studying philosophy. At the Goźlin Chapter of 1752
he was assigned to Marijampole, lithuania.

He served two terms as General Superior – from 1763 to
1769. At the 1763 Chapter, he set out a program of action, to
the completion of which he had to dedicate all his efforts. His
first priority was the beatification cause of Fr. Founder. He
asked all local superiors to solicit funds to help cover ex-
penses of the process. He also instructed them to write up
all known facts and testimonies of Fr. Papczyński’s life and
virtues. These would later serve in the process.

Following the example of Fr. Wyszyński in his concern
for the earthly remains of Fr. Founder, he built a tomb in the
Church of Our lord’s Cenacle which is there still.
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He nurtured heartfelt concern for the caliber of preach-
ing and parish missions for the commoners, which the Mar-
ians conducted with great spiritual fruit. He obliged priests
to write out their sermons and have them ready for him to
read and sign during the canonical visitations. This necessi-
tated Marian preachers to prepare their sermons and mission
conferences. Furthermore, he insisted that those who preach
continue studies to become familiar with moral problems
and, at the same time, be fully aware of current issues.

Following the example of his mentor, Casimir Wyszyński,
he was very much concerned with preserving unity and dis-
cipline in the Congregation. All of his circular letters are sat-
urated with this concern for unity, discipline, love, and the
common good of his beloved Order. He strove to obtain legal
documents of ownership for two monasteries – Puszcza Ko-
rabiewska and Góra.

like Fr. Wyszyński, Fr. Wasilewski especially cared for
the growth of the Order. For this reason he sent Frs. Rychter
and Czubernatowicz, and Br. Saroszek to Portugal to assist
Fr. Fischer, who was in poor health. Unfortunately, they didn’t
stay there for long. Father Rychter left after only two months.
Father Czubernatowicz left after a year. Only Br. Saroszek re-
mained at his post in Balsamão where he died in 1767.

In 1766, Fr. Hyacinth established a fund which later
helped finance the beatification process of Frs. Stanislaus and
Casimir.

For the first time in the history of the Order, Fr.
Wasilewski, as General, used the title of “visitator,” which be-
longed until then exclusively to the Franciscan inspectors. In
this way he began the efforts to remove the Marian Order
from under the Franciscan jurisdiction.

General Superior for almost seven years, he thus con-
tributed immensely to the development of the Marian com-
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munity. He entered the Order as a mature young man of 27.
He worked with total dedication for 31 years. To subsequent
generations of Marians he left the example of intense love for
Fr. Founder and his work. He died April 4, 1777, while hold-
ing the office of superior in Marijampole, lithuania.

Father Adrian Ignatowski

John Baptist Raymond (Adrian
in religion) Ignatowski was born in
1734, near Grodno, in what was the
Grand duchy of lithuania. His
moth er was Anna Ignatowska (neé
Wyszyńska), the sister of Fr. C.
Wyszyński. When he was a small
boy, he was entrusted to the care of
Michael Wyszyński at his estate in
Jeziora Wielka, where he became in-

timately acquainted with the Wyszyński family. There he
often met his uncles Andrew (Valerian in religion) the Piarist,
John a Vincentian, and Casimir, the Marian.

When, in 1741, Fr. Casimir was made superior of Góra
Kalwaria, little seven-year-old Johnny was entrusted to his
care. Uncle Casimir not only saw to the intellectual develop-
ment of his nephew, but especially instructed him in genuine
Christian living. Magdalena, John’s sister, entered the Order
of Poor Clares in Warsaw.

At age 21, John became a Marian in 1755, taking the
name Adrian. He made his novitiate at Puszcza Korabiewska,
under the direction of the deeply spiritual and great intellect
of Fr. Cyprian Fiałkowski, novice master.

Upon completing his studies and priestly ordination, Fr.
Adrian was entrusted with various responsible positions in
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the Order. For a number of years he was preacher and vice
superior in several monasteries. Repeatedly, he was elected
as general councilor. In 1763, he was named the first pastor
and superior of the monastery at Miroslavas in lithuania. Fi-
nally, at the Chapter in June 1770, he was elected General Su-
perior. In this capacity he revealed his intellectual talents and
spiritual depths. He developed the plans and projects already
outlined by his uncle, Fr. Casimir, with whom he was bound
not only by ties of blood, but also by his love of the Virgin
Mary, Fr. Founder, and the Marian Order.

His first circular letter, dated June 12, 1770 (although it
reflects his great humility and awareness of his new respon-
sibilities), radiates a powerful love for the Order and every
member in it – to whom he addresses himself as a father to
his children – asking all of them to join hands and, in a com-
mon effort, build the Order’s future.

In the initial decisions of his administration, similar to
those of his educator and model of his religious life, Fr.
Wyszyński, he turned his attention to the young religious
upon whom much of the Order’s growth depended. He in-
sisted that students have suitable conditions of quiet and
tranquility in which to pursue their studies and spiritual for-
mation without distractions. He enjoined upon superiors
and professors the obligation of educating young Marian
generations in a spirit of discipline and responsibility.

during his second term in office (1773-1776), he devoted
much time and effort to the beatification causes of Fr.
Founder and Fr. C. Wyszyński. Testifying in the process of
Fr. Wyszyński, he re-lived the days of his youth spent with
the Servant of God, Casimir. When one reads the text of his
testimony, the impression is given that Fr. Adrian speaks
about a living person, actually present to the reader.
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All his circular letters are characterized by fraternal char-
ity, its beauty and necessity in religious life. He placed im-
mense stress on the Marians living a real “family” life.

In his later years, residing at the Skórzec monastery, he
gave himself with admirable zeal to assist local pastors in
their ministry. It was while substituting as pastor in Pruszyna
that he became ill, and he died on June 13, 1803.

Father Raymond Nowicki

The General Chapter in Mari-
jampole, lithuania, of June 9, 1776,
elected the 41-year-old Fr. Raymond
Nowicki to the office of General Su-
perior. For the next 12 years, he gov-
erned the Order with extraordinary
energy, prudence, and skill. By his
efforts and gui dance the community
achieved full independence from
the Fran ciscans.

John (Raymond in religion) Nowicki was born on Sep-
tember 12, 1735, in Wysokie litewskie near Raśna where his
father was treas urer for the Matuszewicz estate. He entered
the Marians at the house in the Marian Forest on August 31,
1755; he made his profes sion on September 8, 1756. Unusu-
ally gifted intellectually, he easily finished his studies, major-
ing in theology. For many years he taught both philosophy
and theology.

From 1770 to 1773 he was secretary of the Order. He was
the first General in the history of the Marians to hold office
for 12 consecutive years. His administration accomplished
more than any other of the 18th century. He brought about
reforms which influenced every aspect of the Order.
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Being the son of a good accountant, Fr. Raymond inher-
ited from his father organizational skills and a love of order,
awareness of his own authority and great courage in making
firm decisions. Such authority was already revealed in his first
circular letter: “We inform you that by God’s will we have un-
dertaken to bear you in our heart and shortly we expect to
personally greet you with the kiss of peace.” He signed Chapter
decrees with the full authority of his office as General Superior
and Visitator. In a long letter, dated June 8, 1777, he described
to the Marians the heavy burden of governing the Order,
clearly emphasizing that he himself is aware of these respon-
sibilities. From the outset of his administration, he placed
great stress on the observance of the vow of poverty, on dis-
cipline, on proper training of novices and students for the
priesthood. He set in order the general administration’s
archives, he reduced Mass endow ments, straightened out
long-standing bequests which could not be satisfied, organ-
ized a mission band, and composed statutes for missionaries.

For the task of freeing the Marians from dependence
upon the Franciscans, he selected as general procurator Fr.
Candidus Spourny who was especially gifted in making con-
tact with people. In this capacity he sent him to Rome. As
General, Fr. Nowicki appealed to the Apostolic Nunciature
to extend his term of office without the General Chapter of
elections.

In his circular letter of december 12, 1781, he informed
the Marians that in accord with the original Constitutions of
the Order all the members were to wear a sash over the habit
and not the Franciscan cord. This was a clear visible sign of
the break with the Franciscans. All that was needed was the
official document – later obtained in Rome on September
15, 1786. Father Nowicki had thus launched the Marian
Order on its own, seeing to it that the commun ity was ma-
ture enough to determine its own future.

�34�



After 12 years a new General Superior was elected. Fa-
ther Nowicki was offered the duties of novice master in Mar-
ijampole. This he eagerly accepted since he always felt keenly
about the training of younger Marians. The Order felt the
need of a father at the helm, more than a commander. The
absolute and authoritative nature of his government was in-
deed providential and very beneficial to the Order: history
has judged it as a genuine reform.

A great reformer, yes; but Fr. Nowicki was also an excep-
tion ally intelligent and saintly religious. He relinquished the
office of General at the right time, sensing the need of the
Marian commun ity. This facet of his character even more
enhanced his greatness and later was to merit a place among
the most revered Marians.

In 1801, he suffered a heart attack which left him para-
lyzed. Five years later, he died on April 6, in Marijampole.

Father Stanislaus Mogien

After the 12-year administration
of the outstanding General Superior
Fr. Nowicki, at the General Chapter
of September 14, 1788, the new
Gen eral Superior elected was Fr.
Stanislaus Mogien. He was a lithu -
anian by birth, born near Kaunas.
We have no exact information as to
when he entered the Marian Con -

gregation. The one thing we know for certain is that for 12
years he was superior at the monastery in Raśna and also, for
some years, professor of philosophy and theology. Almighty
God generously endowed him with exceptional gifts of char-
acter, which explains the fact that every one loved and cher-

�35�



ished him greatly. Sublime self -mastery, serenity of spirit, a
gentle smile, tranquility of soul, refine ment, prudence and,
more than anything else, genuine fatherly kindness radiated
in his face as in a mirror.

We have to this day a copy of his one and only circular
letter to the Marians. It is dated September 20, 1788, which
was scarcely six days after his election to the office of General
Superior. This letter reflects his unusual theological erudi-
tion, a masterful command of classical latin, and, above all,
genuine humility, goodness of heart, and his love for the
Congregation: “... being obedient to the call of the will of the
Almighty in whose hands rests the destiny of all men, a few
days ago I was summoned to bear all of you Reverend Fathers
and Beloved Confreres in my soul, to govern with my heart,
to preside over the entire Marian Community. I was called
to this by the mysterious and inscrutable decree of Provi-
dence. I am aware of my weakness ... there was nothing that
should recommend me to be placed in this responsible po-
sition. Nonetheless, it happened, contrary to what anyone
would expect. I shuddered with dismay and felt faint when
unexpectedly I was raised to the loftiest dignity of the Gen-
eralate, being aware of the burden of responsibility for the
holy (Marian) Order. I see the tremendous disproportion be-
tween the assumed service submitting to the will of all the
electors, and the weak ness of my shoulders which I offer
under the weight of duty.

God so desired this, so it seems to me, that I should fulfill
this obligation. So let it be. you yourselves are witnesses to
this fact with your own eyes. For this reason, with a humble
spirit I earnestly beg Him who is the source of every grace
and gift, that just as it pleased Him to raise me to this office
in this holy Order, so also may He sustain with His mighty
right hand my incompetence – that by His power my min-
istry would serve His glory.
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Since you insisted, venerable Fathers and beloved Con -
freres, that I submit to your votes and accept this office, now
calling upon you as witnesses of my nothingness and weak-
ness, I beg you, please do all you can so that we produce fruits
worthy of our vocation. Assist me with your advice, words,
and actions. United by the bonds of charity, following the ex-
ample of our predecessors, let us strive for religious perfec-
tion and observe the Rules and Constitutions.”

In the decrees of the Chapter over which Fr. Mogien
presided, his concern for discipline, as well as a definite em-
phasis on proper formation of novices and students – intel-
lectually and spiritually – deserve to be pointed out.

Father Mogien died suddenly in Marijampole on March
12, 1789, plunging into grief the entire Order which placed
high hopes in him. He governed only six months as General,
but he left a mark in the history of the Marians as one of the
most fascinating personages – “the smiling and gentle Gen-
eral Superior.”

Father Thaddaeus Białowieski

Within the span of a few short
years (1789-1793) two late  -lamented
Marian Generals died: Stanislaus
Mogien and Joseph Mraas. Father
Mraas was Vicar General and from
1791 Gen eral Superior, although out
of a sense of humility he never wish -
ed to accept the title nor did he ac-
tually ever use it. In February 1793
former General Adrian Ignatowski

convoked the General Chapter in Raśna at which Thaddaeus
Białowieski was elected General on October 29,1793. He had
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just recently returned from Rome after a nine-year assign-
ment there. This long-term assignment in Rome contributed
to his acquiring a wealth of experience for government and
administration. No other Marian General Superior of the 18th

century, with the exception of Casimir Wyszyński, was so
well prepared and suited for the office as was Fr. Białowieski,
precisely because of his knowledge and experience.

He was born in 1749, in Podlasie, Poland. From his first
years after ordination, he held positions of responsibility in
the Order: treasurer and superior in Raśna, organizer of the
residence in Januva in lithuania, and finally, 10 years as gen-
eral procurator and superior of the monastery of St. Vitus in
Rome. Therefore, it was no surprise that the Marians could
find no one better equipped for the office. As circumstances
had it, they placed in his hands the reins of government for
36 years.

This 36-year period was extremely difficult for the Con-
grega tion. Shortly after his election, the third partition of
Poland took place. Marian monasteries were isolated from one
another by the re-drawn boundaries of the occupying nations.
It became necessary to create special provincial administra-
tions in the Prussian and Russian zones. Monasteries under
Russian occupation could have no contact with those across
the border – neither with Austria, where Fr. Białowieski resid -
ed in Skórzec, nor with Portugal or Rome. Napoleonic armies
forced all foreign ers, along with the Marians, to leave their
monasteries in Rome in 1798. during this same time the con-
fiscation of Marian monasteries in Portugal became a reality.
The future looked terribly bleak at that point, and within a few
years the Tsarist government confiscated and closed the Mar-
ian monasteries at Berezdov and Wolpa, in the area occupied
by Rus sia. Father Białowieski grieved over these traged ies
deeply. Primarily by letters, he tried as best he could to main-
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tain contact with the remaining monasteries in lithuania and
those under Russian occupation.

As a direct result of the influence of the times, discipline
slack ened. More and more Marians deserted religious life
under all sorts of pretexts. Father Białowieski lodged a vehe-
ment protest with the Apostolic Nunciature in Vienna against
the dispensations for secu larization so easily granted to Mar-
ians for leaving the Order.

Exhausted from his labors and advancing years, he sub-
mitted his resignation from office on June 19, 1815. It was
not accepted. For the good of the Order, which he loved with
all of his heart, he continued to serve until three years before
his death. He died at Góra, on April 30, 1832, in revered
memory of holiness.

In his first circular letter of October 31, 1793, he stressed
that nothing was dearer to his heart than the good of the
Order, its strength and holiness. For 36 years he concentrated
all his physical and spiritual energies on these goals. This
providential government of the Congregation, despite un -
imaginable difficulties reveal Fr. Białowieski as a most tragic
– but, at the same time, heroic – figure. He was the only Mar-
ian to govern the community for so long. He never gave up
in the midst of overwhelming difficulties.

Seminarian Bronislaus Kacergius

Vatican City has a tiny cemetery. It is in the very shadow
of St. Peter’s dome and adjacent to what was once the Circus
of Nero, where St. Peter was martyred. This cemetery is dear
to us, Marians, because the tomb of a young Marian cleric
who died in 1924 is there. The simple inscription reads: Bro-
nislaus Kacergius – Ordinis Manianorum – October 26,1902
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– May 21,1924. He was the first Marian of the renewed Con-
gregation sent to study in Rome by the Renovator, Archbi -
shop George. He lived at the German College and studied at
the Gregorian University from October 1921 until just before
he died of tuberculosis at Benefratelli hospital.

After he died, all of his belongings were sent to lithuania,
but by some good fortune, his personal spiritual notebook
remained in Rome and now is part of our archives.

What was he like, this young Marian who died at 22?
Keep in mind, he is alone in Rome, far from his homeland,
among strangers, having to learn Italian and German. He
began his “diary” on August 26, 1923, and it ends in decem-
ber 1923. He wrote in lithuanian. It is still very well pre-
served and shows how neat and careful he was in recording
his spiritual thoughts. On the cover he has written “Read the
Gospels, sacred Scripture, study Christ from the living foun-
tain.” Then the latin initials: A.M.d.G. et B.M.V.lH. (for the
greater glory of God and the honor of the Immaculate
Blessed Virgin Mary). Still on the cover he writes: “It seems
to me I am Peter. Well, we shall see. Be serene, be like a
miniature sun, never closed.”

Some excerpts from his notes: 

“I was born, but it was you, O lord, who called me to life.
you guided me with your graces. From my childhood my
path was strewn with your flowers. you protected my every
step. When I was separated from my family and went out to
the world, you preceded me and secretly whispered to my
heart: ‘Go and embrace the religious life and there you will
find the way of salvation from the stormy world.’ Even there
you showered me with your gifts. Every where you have been
my help. How can I repay you for this? ... Hold out your mer-
ciful hand and help me to go further on the way of perfection.
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... From now on I resolve to progress in the joy of spiritual
childhood. To this end I will devote my examinations of con-
science. But first of all I must consult with my spiritual di-
rector in this matter.”

“Correct yourself. Get back to God. When I look at these
words I say: Remember you promised to take hold of yourself
and become a different man; you must avoid imperfections
... to show yourself worthy to make your perpetual vows ...
To make a promise and not fulfill it is ... But save me, O lord,
from this. let my hand tremble before doing such a thing;
let my tongue become as stone in my mouth at such a word
... let death cut the string of my life before I dare give my
word to the most High lord and then fail to keep it.”

The last words he wrote are: “My daily motto has to be:
lord give me souls ... that I could give them back to you.”

His body rests at the Vatican, awaiting the resurrection.

Father Benedict Skrinda

Benedict Skrinda was born on March 7, 1868, the eldest
of three brothers. His was a poor family, but a deeply reli-
gious one. Being the eldest child, he had to shoulder a good
portion of the responsibility to help sustain the family. Al-
ready from his youngest years he worked very hard as a
bricklayer. The selfless nature and generosity of his character
are proven by the fact that he continued working to enable
his two younger brothers to remain in school.

Casimir (1875-1918) became a priest, later a professor
in the seminary at St. Petersburg, Russia. For many years, he
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edited the periodical “drywa” in the latgale2 language and
is known as one of the great religio-culturists of Catholic
latgale.

Another brother, Anthony (1881-1918), became a med-
ical doc tor after graduating from the Medical Military Acad-
emy. He also contributed much of his time in literary and
socio-cultural works.

After both of his younger brothers successfully com-
pleted their studies, only then did Benedict begin his own
studies preparatory to entry into the diocesan seminary. He
was 35 years old when he was ordained a priest on March 22,
1903. For 20 years he worked as a diocesan priest in various
parishes throughout latvia. (There had been only one dio-
cese in all latvia at that time.) In his zeal to promote the de-
votional life of the faithful he wrote several religious books.
In addition, he translated Thomas a Kempis’ Imita tion of
Christ.

When he was 55 years of age he entered the Marian Con-
gregation in 1923, together with a young priest, Father Bro-
nislaus Valpitrs. Both of them made their religious profession
in Marijampole (lithuania) on February 24, 1924; three years
later, their final vows were made.

The Archbishop of Riga, Anthony Springovics, gave to the
two Marians the former Franciscan church and monastery in
Vilani, a small town in latgal. Father Benedict went to work
not only on the re-building of the old monastery walls, but
also on recruiting Marian vocations. True to form, as he did
in his boyhood days, he combined the duties and responsi-
bilities of pastor, superior, treasurer, and novice master, while
Fr. Valpitrs continued his studies in Rome.
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Father Benedict Skrinda was always a quiet man – hum-
ble, ready to be of service to everyone. Above all, he was gen-
uinely pious and completely infatuated with the Marian
Congregation, which was a real mother to him. And he re-
ciprocated fully by totally giving everything which was most
dear to him to the service of the Marians: his intellectual tal-
ents, spiritual gifts, organizational abilities. In fact, he can
honestly be considered the Father of the latvian Province,
even though it was established juridically a year after his
death.

The circumstances surrounding his death deeply im-
pressed the Catholics in latvia. When the monastery in Vi-
lani was confiscated, the Marians were expelled. Father
Benedict pleaded to let the crucifix remain on the wall. One
of the soldiers, a Catholic and a parishioner, but already in
the service of those who were hostile to religion, seized Fr.
Benedict by the throat so roughly that he crushed the carti-
lage in his throat. He then shoved the priest away with such
force that the old man literally bounced against the wall. As
a result, the entire esophagus swelled so badly that even a
tiny particle of the sacred host had to be administered with
water so that the sick man could swallow it, and thus receive
the comfort of holy viaticum. For several days he endured his
sufferings with great serenity of spirit. He died on december
9,1947. (On the day of the funeral, the soldier who brutally
choked the priest, is supposed to have “accidentally” shot
himself.)

The memory of Fr. Benedict Skrinda is still lovingly cher-
ished among latvian Catholics. To our latvian confreres, he
is a source of courage and inspiration to persevere in the faith
and Marian vocation.
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PoRtuguese MARIAns

Brother João de Deus da Conceição

The first Portuguese Marian in the history of our Con-
gregation was João de deus da Conceição. His family name
was João Ferreira de Sousa e Abreu. He was born July 16,
1715, in Moncorvo in northern Portugal not too distant from
Balsamão which was later to be a Marian foundation. His fa-
ther, Manuel Ferreira de Andrade, was a captain in the Por-
tuguese army. João was born of the captain’s second wife,
Madalena de Sousa e Abreu. This explains the full name of
the boy: according to Portuguese custom surnames of both
parents were retained. When João was 13 his father died, and
his mother sent the boy to lisbon in the care of his uncle.
Two years later, he went to Brazil with his uncle. Six years
later João returned to Portugal. Fired with zeal to spread de-
votion to the Immaculate Virgin Mary, he determined to
found a religious Order under that name. Near Evora in
southern Portugal he gathered together a small group of
devotees of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary.
Primarily, because of his impetuous character and obvious
lack of experience, this effort ended in failure. As a result, he
moved to lisbon and again sought followers. When all his
endeavors failed, once more he sailed to Brazil where in Sao
Salvador he renewed efforts to realize his fond dreams. Sev-
eral years later he is back once again in Portugal where he as-
sociated himself with dr. Antonio de Sousa Teixeira Salazar
and together with him – in a locale called Monte Aboboda,
not far from lisbon – they gathered willing candidates and
began to live a life according to the Marian Rule. This Rule



had been brought to Portugal from Rome by a certain Fran-
ciscan in 1723. It was at that time that they learned of the ex-
istence of the Marian Order of the Immaculate Conception
in Poland. When in 1753 Fr. Casimir Wyszyński arrived 
in lisbon, João de deus da Conceição joined him and on
March 25, 1754 in the chapel of his uncle’s home in lisbon
he received the Marian habit. Together with Fr. Wyszyński
he came to Balsamão on the 4th of September to join the Ter-
tiaries of St. Francis who had already been living there for
many years.

João de deus did not remain for long with Fr. Wyszyński
in Balsamão. In fact, the latter was often hurt by this first
Marian and companion who left Balsamão for his native
town Moncorvo just a few months before Fr. Wyszyński died.
When João de deus heard of Fr. Wyszyński’s death, he ap-
peared on the scene in Balsamão and assumed command
over the Marians and appealed to the Marians in Poland to
send someone to continue the work begun by Fr. Wyszyński.

Unfortunately, when Fathers Fischer and de Buffa arrived
from Poland in Balsamão on March 8, 1758, João de deus
did not remain with them for long. He left Balsamão in 1759
never to return.

In 1760, he entered the Order of St. Francis of Paula,
probably in Salamanca in Spain, where he was ordained a
priest. Once again, contacting Fr. de Buffa in lisbon, he
wanted to return to the Marians in 1765, but the local Chap-
ter at Balsamão opposed his return. The final record we have
of João de deus is dated 1766 referring to his imprisonment
in the monastery of the Order of St. Francis of Paula in lis-
bon after returning from slavery in Africa. Eventually, he left
the Order.

Even though this first Portuguese Marian did not perse-
vere in our Congregation, nonetheless he served as an in-
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strument of divine Providence in assisting Fr. Wyszyński to
establish the first Marian foundation in Portugal. His family
were great benefactors of the Marians, and for many gener-
ations the Marians remained grateful to them.

Father João de St. João Baptista

The first Portuguese Marian to make his solemn religious
profession and to persevere as a Marian was João de St. João
Baptista. He was born on February 23, 1722, in Vimioso, son
of Jose Martinho Gomes and Elisabeta Pires Garrida. His full
name was João de St. João Baptista Gomes Pires Garrida.

When Fr. Casimir Wyszyński came to Balsamão on Sep-
tember 4, 1754, he met the 32-year old João already living
there – who, for 10 years had been pursuing his evangelical
vocation, living with the Tertiaries of St. Francis. On April
12, 1755, Fr. Wyszyński talked to him to ascertain the gen-
uineness of his vocation before allowing him to receive the
Marian habit As a result of this interview, Fr. Wyszyński as-
certained that “he has a true vocation to our (Marian) Con-
gregation and he humbly petitions to receive the habit.” Next
day, April 13, he put on the habit and remained loyal until
his pious death.

despite the fact that he had received only two minor or-
ders, he was designated by Fr. Wyszyński as Vice-President
of the Community, and he fulfilled his obligation for several
years after the death of Fr. Wyszyński.

Towards the end of March 1757, João de St. João Baptista
became seriously ill, and it was feared that he would not sur-
vive. Therefore, Fr. Fischer admitted him (together with an-
other Marian, João de Santa Maria) to religious profession.

On december 19, 1760, João de St. João Baptista received
priestly ordination from the hands of Bishop Aleixo de 
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Miranda Henriques. At the local Chapter on January 17,
1764, he was chosen president of the Marian Community in
Balsamão. He remained in office until his death on Septem-
ber 27, 1771.

His death, in the presence of the Fathers and Brothers,
was impressive and holy. He was ill for some time, patiently
suffering the effects of a heart attack, frequently receiving
the sacraments with full consciousness and exceptional piety.
In his death agony, he raised his arms upwards as if to greet
someone. He made efforts to raise himself. When asked if he
felt pain, he answered, “My affliction is this, that I did not
serve God with my whole heart.” Whispering the names of
Jesus and Mary, he fell asleep in the lord. His brother
Matthew, a priest, was also buried beside him in Balsamão.

Father Fischer wrote about him that he could vouch that
João de St. João Baptista perhaps never was guilty of serious
sin. In his boyhood years he consecrated his life to God, living
always in Balsamão. While there he was always deeply re -
collected and absorbed with God, rarely did he leave the con-
fines of the monastery. With real joy he offered his services,
doing the humblest tasks. Before the arrival of Fr. Wyszyński
to Balsamão, he was the cook for the community and applied
himself to tidying the premises. And he was always satisfied
with whatever he had to do.

His testimony for the beatification process of Fr.
Wyszyński was very detailed and specific, and he left pre-
cious accounts and memories about the life and virtues of
the Ven. Servant of God. With all his heart he yearned that
some day Fr. Casimir be beatified.

The profile of this Portuguese Marian is one of the most
beautiful in the history of the Marians in Portugal. He left a
splendid example of a Marian loyal to his vocation.
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Brother João de Santa Maria Goncalves Rodrigues
“Mary’s loyal servant.”

This is a true description of the Marian religious brother,
João de Santa Maria Goncalves Rodrigues. The son of do-
minic Rodrigues and Barbara Goncalves, he was born in
1714, in Torre de Moreiras near Chaves (Portugal) in the
archdiocese of Braga.

Even before Fr. Casimir Wyszyński came to Balsamão,
João de Santa Maria had already been living there four years.
In preparation for receiving the habit he was interviewed on
April 12, 1755, by Fr. Casimir, who recorded this statement:
“He was baptized in the parish of Sancta Maria in Moreiras;
he is 41 years of age and humbly petitions for the habit of the
Immaculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary.”
The following day he was vested in the habit, and he re-
mained steadfastly faithful to it till the end.

He nursed Fr. Casimir Wyszyński in his final illness and
heard the Ven. Servant of God’s last words: “Persevere in
your vocation and don’t change the habit.” This last phrase,
no doubt, referred to Br. João de deus da Conceição who had
been trying to introduce innovations to the Marian habit.

Two days after Fr. Casimir died, Br. João de Santa Maria
accompanied Br. João de deus da Conceição to see the
Bishop of Miranda. He wore the [original] Marian habit,
while Br. João de deus’ habit was already modified by his own
authority.

For more than 20 years Br. João de Santa Maria con -
scientiously fulfilled the office of procurator of Balsamão –
the office to which he was first appointed by Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński. In 1759, while still a novice, he became seriously
ill and consequently – together with João de St. João Baptista
– he was immediately admitted to solemn profession by Fr.
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Fischer. Fortunately he regained his health. He assisted Fr.
Fischer in the exhumation of the body of Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński on June 29, 1759. In 1760, he accompanied Fr.
Raphael de Buffa on his trip to Madrid in an effort to obtain
protection and patronage for the Marians through the sup-
port of Fr. John Molina, General Superior of the Franciscans,
and the Spanish Queen who was the daughter of the Polish
King August III.

during the Chapter of elections, January 17, 1764, he was
chosen a member of the house council and was confirmed in
his office as procurator. during this Chapter he served as teller.

With the money he inherited in 1764 after the death of
his parents, he refurbished the chapel of Santo Cristo (Christ
carrying the Cross).

during the years 1769-1773, his health deteriorated, and
he often became seriously ill – sometimes near to death. Fa-
ther Fischer, writing about these last physical infirmities, said
that they prayed God to keep this wholeheartedly dedicated
Marian Brother alive.

The last documented reference we have about Br. João de
Santa Maria is dated September 30, 1776. This was his par-
ticipation as procurator in the Chapter electing Fr. Raphael
de Buffa as Vice-Commissar of the Marians in Portugal.

We do not know the exact date of his death. Most cer-
tainly he died after Fr. Fischer (december 1783) because Fr.
Fischer, who never failed to record even insignificant details
about Br. João de Santa Maria, would not unquestionably fail
to record the circumstances and date of his death. After Fr.
Fischer’s death we have very scanty records of the Portuguese
Marians.

Throughout all of his life, Br. João de Santa Maria was a
loyal servant of Mary and a disciple of his beloved Master,
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Fr. Casimir Wyszyński, about whom he gave splendid testi-
mony at the beatification process.

Father João de Rosario Diaz

Several days after the death of Fr. Casimir Wyszyński, Fr.
João de Rosario diaz came to Balsamão to request admission
into the Order, and to be invested with the Marian habit. It is
probable that he is the same priest about whom Fr. Wyszyński
had written in his working diary under the date of April 15,
1755, “I received a letter from lisbon, addressed to me by a
certain Spanish priest who wants to donate a foundation in
Galicia and who requests to be invested with the habit.”

A memorandum written on November 3 of that year by
the Balsamão community to the Bishop of Miranda, clearly
states: “October 27, a certain diocesan priest, John diaz,
came to this house for the purpose of entering the Order and
to receive the habit of the Immaculate Conception from the
hands of the Very Rev. Casimir of St. Joseph Wyszyński ...
who advised him to come from lisbon, where he had lived
with him.”

Since the death of Fr. Wyszyński left the Portuguese Mar-
ians in a very difficult situation because not one of them was
an ordained priest, therefore, soon after his arrival, Fr. diaz,
together with Br. João de Santa Maria, the house procurator,
went to the Bishop of Miranda for permission to receive the
Marian habit. Permission was granted, and he received the
habit of the Immaculate Conception on November 16, 1755.
That very day, in the Bishop’s residence, Fr. João de Rosario
took his oath of office in the presence of the diocesan Vicar
General. He pledged to faithfully observe the Marian Rule
and at the same time he was authorized to accept new can-
didates into the Order.
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Because the General Chapter of the Franciscans was to
be held soon – in April 1756 – in Murcia, Spain, Fr. João de
Rosario, encouraged by his friends, left for Spain. He went in
the company of Br. João de Monte Policiano, both of whom
received a letter of recommendation from the Bishop of Mi-
randa. They expected to meet Polish Franciscans at the
Chapter. They were not disappointed. The Polish Franciscans
had brought with them letters for Fr. Casimir Wyszyński
from his brother Michael, who had not yet been informed of
the death of his brother in Portugal. Father João de Rosario
immediately wrote a letter to Michael Wyszyński, informing
him of the death of Fr. Casimir. He also sent to the General
of the Marians a copy of the splendid eulogy (elogium fune-
bre) at the same time, begging the General Superior of the
Marians to send them “another Casimir” (a Marian) who
would continue the work already begun by Fr. Wyszyński.
After returning to Balsamão from Spain, he wrote twice
more to the General in Poland about this same matter.

In this letter to Michael Wyszyński, the brother of the de-
ceased Fr. Casimir, Fr. João de Rosario described how he met
the Franciscans at the Chapter in Murcia, how they trans-
lated his letter from Polish into latin and what was the reac-
tion of the Franciscans upon hearing of the death of Fr.
Casimir. He added a few details of the sojourn of Fr. Casimir
and his companion, Fr. Benon Bujalski, in lisbon when they
had first arrived in Portugal in October of 1753.

In March of 1758, Frs. Alexis Fischer and Raphael de
Buffa arrived at Balsamão from Poland. Father João de
Rosario continued as superior of the community. In June of
1758, Fr. João de Rosario accompanied Fr. Fischer to lisbon
where they made efforts to obtain the King’s approval of the
Marian Order.

On September 3, 1762, Fr. João de Rosario diaz made his
solemn religious profession in the presence of Fr. Alexis 
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Fischer, the Commissar of the Marians in Portugal. As a pro-
fessed religious, he lived a life of exemplary poverty, never
demanding anything for himself, always an inspiration in his
community life. Having been appointed superior of the Mar-
ians in Balsamão by the Bishop of Miranda two years before
the arrival of Fr. Fischer, he remained in that office until his
death on december 23, 1763.

Father João de Rosario diaz was sent to the Marians by
divine Providence in the most critical period of their exis-
tence in Balsamão after the death of Fr. Casimir. By his ex-
emplary priestly and religious life, he left a model to follow
for future Marian generations.

Father Jose da Cruz

The list of “white” Marians in Portugal closed with the
last superior in Balsamão – Fr. Jose da Cruz. He was at the
same time the Major Superior of all the Marians in Portugal.
Officially, they called themselves “General Superiors” in the
Kingdom of Portugal. Marians in Portugal were also called
“sufragadores das almas” (those who aid souls in Purgatory).
The General Superior regularly resided in Balsamão, which
was the principal Marian foundation in Portugal. Besides
Balsamão there were two other Marian houses: hospice of
St. Raphael in lisbon and the monastery of St. Anthony in
Algoso, diocese of Bragança. Father Jose da Cruz was born
in 1790, in lagoa, a village close to Balsamão. He became a
Marian as a young man, since already at age 23 he was or-
dained a priest in 1813. He was a very gifted man, and im-
mediately after ordination he was appointed a professor of
clerics. The Marians customarily called such professors “lec-
tors” of theology or philosophy.
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Father Jose da Cruz was elected “General Superior” of the
Portuguese Marians in 1830, succeeding the very active and
zealous predecessor Fr. Casimir of St. Joseph. In 1834, these
Marians still lived in Balsamão: Frs. Jose da Cruz, superior;
Jose da Conceição Vieira de Araujo, born 1792 in Poiares de
douro, ordained 1820; Francisco Xavier das dores, born 1793
in Fornos near Freixo de Espada e Cinta, ordained 1824;
Joaquim de St. Anna Teixeira Guedes; Brs. Antonio de St. luis
Meireles born 1768 in Vila dos Sinos near Mogadouro; 
Francisco Xavier das Flores, and Jose Antonio Guerra, a cleric.
Father Casimir de St. Jose left Balsamão in 1833 during the
persecutions and unrest in northern Portugal.

At the monastery of Algoso in 1834 we find in resi  d -
ence: Frs. Francisco de Purificação, superior; Gregorio de 
St. Vicente (ex “General”); Manuel Teixeira de St. Rita,
Manuel Joaquim das dores Moura, and Andre de St. 
Gregorio. Many Marians had abandoned their monasteries
during the years 1831-1834 with the beginning of persecu-
tions against all religious and the closing of monasteries in
Portugal. The first house to close was in lisbon. The monast -
ery at Algoso defended itself the longest against the order to
close. They were bodily evicted in October of 1834.

After the closing of the monastery of Balsamão, Fr. Jose
da Cruz and Br. Antonio de St. luis remained as guardians
of the shrine of Our lady of Balsamão. In reports (ecclesias-
tical and civil) to the Commission on Cults (Mesa da Con-
sciencia) during the years 1834-1851, Fr. Jose da Cruz is
always mentioned with deference since he was highly re-
spected by the authorities because of his “learning, virtues,
and because he suffered much during the persecutions.” The
Municipal Prefect appointed him custodian of the shrine in
Balsamão because of his unblemished moral and political
qualifications. In 1844, Fr. Jose received from the government
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a subsidy of 12,000 reis which in those days was not even suf-
ficient for his annual support.

In 1852, upon ecclesiastical recommendations, the Fran-
ciscan Fr. Angelo de Menino Jesus, living in Chacim, was cho-
sen as moderator of priests senates. In a letter to the chancery
at Bragança under the date January 31, 1853, he wrote that be
didn’t feel worthy of this honor. Rather, he proposed instead
Fr. Jose da Cruz who is “highly gifted and has the moral and
scholastic qualifications, and furthermore, many of the priests
are his former students”. Father Jose left Balsamão in January
1851, and lived in Chacim because ever fewer pilgrims were
coming to the shrine. After 1853, he went to live with his fam-
ily in lagoa where he died, probably in 1856.

during all this time he took care of Br. Antonio de St.
luis who was 76 years old in 1844.

The splendid person of Fr. Jose da Cruz, the last of the
Marian “Generals” in Portugal and the last superior of Bal-
samão, is still spoken of by the people in the vicinity of Bal-
samão even to this day. He remained loyal to his Marian
vocation despite his being offered “secularization” on several
occasions.

A century later, the Marians returned to Balsamão to care
for the tomb of Fr. Casimir Wyszyński (o Santo Polacco), to
rebuild the monastery fallen in ruins, and to maintain Marian
traditions in Portugal.

Brother João de Monte Policiano

Brother João de Monte Policiano was born in 1714, in
Penas Juntas near Bragança (Portugal). He was admitted into
the Marians by Fr. Casimir Wyszyński. This is what Fr.
Casimir noted in his diary about him: “Br. João de Monte
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Policiano, a hermit at the shrine of Balsamão, was educated
in Monte Rey (Spain) from whence he returned and asks for
the Marian habit ... He had lived here 20 years and eight
months. He was born in Penas Juntas, son of Baltasar de
Oliveira Varzim and Maria Alvares da Costa. He now is 40
years old; he was baptized in the parish church of Penas Jun-
tas.” Father Wyszyński vested him with the Marian habit on
July 27, 1755, about 11 a.m. In witness to this ceremony, a
document was signed by Br. João and Fr. Wyszyński who,
perhaps for the first time, spelled his name as ‘Visienski’ and
not ‘Wyszyński.’

When he was 16, João de Oliveira Varzim de Costa was
summoned by ecclesiastical authorities to be a witness in a
certain marriage case. He failed to appear before the tribunal.
As a result, he was excommunicated. But this penalty was
soon lifted. Shortly afterwards, he came to Balsamão and re-
mained to live with the Tertiaries of St. Francis.

Throughout most of his life in Balsamão he was secretary
for the group and looked after the material and physical
needs of the house. He had even gone to Brazil soliciting
funds for the monastery of Our lady of Balsamão. He was
totally dedicated in his concern for the common good. In his
manner of life he was very modest; in his conversations, very
prudent. He was beloved by all and was welcomed wherever
he went.

On december 11, 1763, which was a Sunday of Advent,
he hired several men from the area and went with them to
build a bridge across the little river on the road between
Olmos and Balsamão. Some of the religious confreres from
the monastery joined in this effort. The first beam was set in
place; while they tried to set the other one, it slid off into the
water, pinning down under its weight Br. João. He was lifted
out of the water unconscious and seriously injured with a
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great loss of blood. He was anointed on the spot, and when
the doctor arrived there was nothing much he could do to
save him. He was carried up to the monastery where he died
that night at about 11 p.m. Since he never regained con-
sciousness, he was not able to pronounce his religious vows.
(In those days the Marians had not yet been granted royal
approval, therefore religious vows were not made except in
articulo mortis – on the deathbed). His death – as Fr. Fischer
observed – served as salutary admonition to all not to per-
form manual labor on the lord’s day.

Brother João de Monte Policiano never advanced to the
priesthood, despite his considerable studies. He served God
and the Congregation as a dedicated religious brother in the
capacity of secretary and treasurer. As the senior religious in
Balsamão, he had a great influence for good on his confreres
and also rendered great service to Fr. Fischer. It was he who
accompanied Fr. João de Rosario (after the death of Fr.
Casimir Wyszyński) to the Chapter in Murcia, Spain, where
they met Franciscans from Poland and sent through them
word to the Marians in Poland about the death of Fr. Casimir.
He was the author of that most touching letter asking the
General Superior in Poland to send “another Casimir” to
Portugal to carry on the work begun by Fr. Wyszyński –
adding a willingness to reimburse travel expenses.

In addition, he provided a splendid and very detailed wit-
ness about the life and death of Fr. Casimir Wyszyński in his
beatification process.

Brother João’s exemplary zeal, after the example of the
scriptural “Martha”, in caring for the material goods of the
Congregation resulted in his unexpected and premature
death.
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BOHEMIAN (CzeCh) MARIANS

A page of our earlier history which deserves to be better
known concerns our brothers from Bohemia3 as it was often
called. Their organizational, intellectual, and spiritual con-
tribution to our Congregation was indeed significant.

Father Casimir Polak

In the 18th and the beginning of the 19th centuries, there
were about 40 Bohemian Marians. The first one of whom we
have information in our archives is Fr. Casimir Polak. His
name appears on a document dated July 5, 1735, as a theol-
ogy student at Skórzec. He had been a student at the Univer-
sity of Prague when he joined the Marians. In 1736, he was
ordained a priest. The following year he was sent by the Gen-
eral Superior (Fr. Wyszyński) to Prague as vocation recruiter.
In two brief visits to his homeland, he soon encouraged 23
university students to dedicate their lives as Marians. They
all persevered in the Order.

That same year, Fr. Polak was appointed assistant novice
master. For 12 years he was also professor of philosophy and

3 Bohemia is a region in the Czech Republic. In a broader meaning, it often
refers to the entire Czech territory, including Moravia and Czech Silesia,
especially in historical contexts: the lands of the Bohemian Crown. Bo-
hemia was a kingdom in the Holy Roman Empire and subsequently a
province in the Habsburgs’ Austrian Empire. It was bounded on the south
by Upper and lower Austria, on the west by Bavaria, on the north by Sax-
ony and lusatia, on the northeast by Silesia, and on the east by Moravia.
From 1918 to 1939 and from 1945 to 1992 it was part of Czechoslovakia;
and, since 1993, it has formed much of the Czech Republic.



theology. After that he was assigned to the monastery at
Skórzec where most of the students were Bohemians. He was
their spiritual director and confessor. From November 1,
1744, he was a member of the general council.

Father Polak had a great influence upon the spirit of the
Marians since he was instrumental in the guidance and for-
mation of young Marians.

He died in Warsaw on July 7, 1759, and was buried there
in the Franciscan Church.

Father John Cantius Skraffer

He was 20 years of age; a law student at the University of
Prague. In the full flower of his young life, he faced a prom-
ising future with shining enthusiasm. In God’s loving plan, it
was then he met a Marian priest, Fr. Casimir Polak, who fired
up his ideal and zeal to put his talents at the service of the
Church as a Marian. Gladly and generously he joined the
other young men that left Bohemia in 1740, to become Mar-
ians in Poland. He was John Cantius Skraffer.

He spent a year as a novice in Puszcza Korabiewska and
took his vows in 1741. In 1743, he was ordained a priest, after
which, together with eight of his co-nationals, he continued
the study of philosophy in Skórzec. Three years later he be-
came a professor of philosophy and preacher in Góra Kalwa -
ria. In 1749, he was made assistant superior in Puszcza, while
continuing to teach. When the General Chapter in November
1750 designated Fr. Casimir Wyszyński as general procura-
tor to Rome, they chose Fr. John Skraffer to ac comp any him
on the journey and to assist in his work. While in Rome, he
performed invaluable service to Fr. Wyszyński, producing by
his own hand artistically executed in exquisite script various
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papers and documents addressed to the Holy See. His stay
in Rome had to be cut short because of financial difficulties.
Father Wyszyński highly appreciated his work and reluc-
tantly saw him off. Father Skraffer took the opportunity on
his return trip to visit with his family in Prague and finally
reached Poland in 1752. On June 28, 1752, at the annual Con-
gress of the Order, he was elected assistant superior in Raśna.

In addition, he was entrusted with the office of secretary
general of the Order, a duty which he had already previously
fulfilled for a number of years. Compilations of documents
and copies of letters which he transcribed by his own hand
are works to be admired.

Father Wyszyński, in one of his letters to the General Su-
perior (Fr. Wetycki), justly noted: “Father John Cantius has a
beautiful penmanship...” He was without a doubt the most
fastidious, most exact, most conscientious, and best secre-
tary general of the white Marians.

When Fr. Wyszyński was to set out for Portugal from
Rome, he made every effort to have Fr. Skraffer succeed him
as procurator general. He wrote, recommending him: “I don’t
know of any other Marian better qualified and more capable
for this duty in Rome than Fr. John Cantius.”

Unfortunately, Fr. Skraffer’s health did not allow him to
assume this office. Father Wyszyński, who knew him well as
a tireless worker and an affable individual with an extraordi-
nary facility to make friends, was saddened by this fact. So,
Fr. Skraffer remained in Raśna, teaching philosophy and
moral theology. He died on January 9, 1765. His death was
genuinely mourned in Poland and Portugal.

In the Protocol of Balsamão, Fr. Alexis Fischer made this
notation: “Twelve July, 1765: I received a letter from Poland
in which I was informed of the sad news that Fr. John 
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Cantius, Assistant General, professor of theology and litera-
ture, an exemplary religious, had died. He was friendly to all
without exception, lived in harmony with everyone, always
pleasant; no one ever heard a word of complaint from his
lips. In all simplicity he fulfilled the duties assigned to him
by his superiors. He entered the Order as a student of canon
law. After graduate studies in philosophy and theology, he
was twice assigned as teacher of philosophy and theology.
His passing has filled us and our entire Order with sorrow.”

Father General, in his letter to Portugal, informing them
of Fr. Skraffer’s death, wrote that this priest was the pride of
the Order, and the community was very indebted to him. In
the Marian necrology it is recorded of him that he was a man
of exceptional piety, fairness, and wisdom; by his work he
greatly contributed to the development of the Marian Con-
gregation. He was the first Marian to be buried in Raśna.

Father Benedict Honnig

Father Benedict Honnig was born in 1719, in a place
called Swiatlo in Bohemia. He was baptized Carl. After com-
pleting his studies at the University of Prague, he became a
Marian in 1740, at the age of 20.

In 1743, he began his studies of philosophy together with
his other co-nationals at Skórzec. In 1746, already a priest,
while completing his theology, he also fulfilled the duties of
local treasurer. In 1747, he became professor of moral theol-
ogy in Puszcza Korabiewska and in 1749 he was transferred
to the newly founded monastery in Raśna. He continued to
teach moral theology to the young Marian scholastics and,
at the same time, was assistant superior at the monastery.
That same year he became general secretary of the Order. At
the General Chapter in 1751, he was elected consulter to the

�60�



General Superior, which duty he fulfilled for the six years
while Fr. Cajetan Wetycki was General Superior.

Father Honnig reputation as a solid theologian with an
unusually keen and profound intellect was soon recognized.
For this reason, the Princess Eleanor, from the House of Hol-
stein Czartoryska, wife of the Chancellor of the Grand duchy
of lithuania, asked the Marians to allow him to be the court
theologian and her personal confessor. He held this post until
his death on September 21, 1770.

His proficiency in languages and constant presence
among the aristocracy provided an excellent opportunity to
make the Marians further known and respected.

despite the fact that Fr. Honnig spent almost 20 years at
the Czartoryski’s court, travelling with the family throughout
the country and abroad, he maintained constant and affec-
tionate contact with the Marian Order. Whatever salaries he
earned were given to the Order to help in its financial needs.
He was a witness in the investigative process of beatification
of the Founder, Stanislaus Papczyński, and he contributed
funds to Rome to further the beatification cause there.

In 1769, at the request of King Stanislaus Augustus 
Poniatowski, the Holy See bestowed upon Fr. Honnig an ec-
clesiastical benefice in the city of Pruzhany (diocese of lodz).
All proceeds from this benefice were turned over to the
needy Marian monasteries.

In the library of the diocesan seminary of lublin, there
are presently three manuscript volumes on moral theology
written by Fr. Honnig in the years 1747-1749. These volumes
had been designated for the Marian students at the monas-
teries of Puszcza Korabiewska and Raśna. In these volumes,
the author reveals his profound thoughts, practical approach
in resolving difficult problems of sacramental theology es-
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pecially useful for confessors. It would be a worthwhile proj-
ect some day to publish these three volumes (about 1,000
pages) to show the method of teaching theology to Marians
according to duns Scotus, so little known among us today.
Perhaps, this might be the only source which presents the
entire system of how theology was taught in the Marian sem-
inary. In fact, this system was followed by the Marians from
1699 till the governmental decree of 1864 whereby all our
monasteries were closed.

Father John Nepomucene Czermak

The Marians from Bohemia on the whole were admirable
in their valued contributions to the development of our Con-
gregation and extraordinary in their perseverance to the
vows.

Among the many outstanding Bohemian Marians, Fr.
John Nepomucene Czermak, beloved professor, deserves to
be singled out because of his professorial talents. For 30 years
he taught moral theology in our formation houses in Poland.
He was outstanding for the clarity of his lectures and the in-
fluence he exerted on young generations of Marians who had
the good fortune to be his students.

He was born in Prague in 1710. He became a Marian in
1731. He was among the first group of Bohemian youths who
went to Poland with Fr. Polak. At the time, he had already
graduated from the University of Prague and, therefore, soon
after his profession, he was ordained a priest. The following
year, Fr. Wyszyński sent him to Prague as vocation recruiter.
He was instrumental in fetching four young men as candi-
dates to the Congregation who took the Marian habit and
persevered in their vocation.
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Father Czermak accompanied Fr. Casimir Wyszyński in
his frequent travels on official business throughout Poland.
He became well acquainted with Fr. Wyszyński’s native vil-
lage. He came to know his brothers and his aged father, who
died in 1739.

He was endowed with a kind and fatherly heart. He was
always courteous and friendly. Because of these precious
qualities of soul, he was entrusted with the duty of superior
in different monasteries of the Congregation. Towards the
end of his life, from 1775, he was novice master in Marijam-
pole in lithuania, where he died January 11, 1786.

His sworn testimony at Fr. Wyszyński’s beatification
process is of singular importance. His replies are precise and
completely derived from his own eyewitness experience and
consequently treasured as a source for reconstructing the life
of the Venerable Servant of God, Casimir Wyszyński.

In the Marian Album of the Dead, it is recorded of him:
“He lived a long life full of good deeds. Burdened with age
and labors, he departed for heaven.”

Father Felix Hadrawa

Felix Hadrawa was a youth of 17 when he consecrated
himself for God’s service as a Marian in Puszcza Kora-
biewska. He was born October 21, 1756, in Pilhrim (diocese
of Prague), in Bohemia. After completing his studies he was
sent in 1780, a newly ordained priest, for graduate studies to
Rome. Besides being occupied with classes at the university,
he was also assigned as one of the prefects to the students at
the school attached to the Marian monastery of St. Vitus in
Rome. His first few months were a torturous experience for
him because he had not yet mastered the Italian language.
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As a result, he came into severe conflict with the local supe-
rior, Fr. Candidus Spourny (also a Bohemian), who wanted
to send him back to Poland immediately. The matter was
taken to the Holy See for arbitration and they decided in his
favor – that Fr. Felix should remain in Rome until he was re-
called by the General Superior in Poland who sent him here
in the first place. After two years in the Eternal City, Fr. Felix
returned to Poland where he taught theology at the mon -
astery in Skórzec. Still later, he served as general secretary in
the administrations of four successive General Superiors.

In 1797, he was elected assistant general and novice mas-
ter in Raśna. He fulfilled this task admirably for six years to
the great satisfaction of the young religious. In 1803, he was
chosen as superior of the Russian province of the Immaculate
Conception. In addition to that, he was also local treasurer,
confessor, and procurator of the Marians. He died in Raśna
on July 10, 1829.

His testimony at the beatification process of Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński is especially valuable because of all the witnesses
he alone gave detailed information on the reputation of ho-
liness of Fr. Casimir in Bohemia, Moravia, Germany, and the
Tyrol.

In recognition of his contributions for the good of the
community he was given the title of Pater Emeritus – for dis-
tinguished service.

Father James Machaczek

Of the Machaczek family in Bohemia there were three
brothers: Bernard, Florian, and James. All three became
Marians. The oldest, Bernard, who was superior in Goźlin
for several years and a well-known preacher, died still a
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young man on January 30, 1753. Next in line was Florian.
Soon after completing his studies and his priestly ordination
he died on January 12, 1754, following his brother a year later.
He died in Puszcza Korabiewska.

But it is the youngest of the Machaczeks who interests
us. James was perhaps the most attractive of them all. At least
from the records there seems to be a glow and an aura about
his memory. From his early boyhood days he felt called to be
a Marian. yet, he had to wait patiently as one brother and
then the next left home to become Marians. He had to wait
until he became of age to follow his brothers into the Marian
Order. He finally became a Marian novice in 1745, and a year
later he made his solemn religious profession – giving him-
self totally and perpetually in the service of Mary Immaculate
as a Marian religious brother in the Order he loved so much.

As a Marian, he found his greatest delight serving and
assisting at Mass. He never left the church until all of the
Masses were finished. Wherever he went, he radiated a gen-
tle warm smile. His goodness, enthusiasm, and willingness
to help were contagious. The priests, his fellow religious
brothers, and the people who had the good fortune to meet
him – all were inspired by his sincere, spontaneous, and un-
affected piety. The Marian community loved him for his gen-
uine goodness and his helping hand. He was a tailor by trade
and thus rendered invaluable service in this capacity.

Three years after his profession he died, a very young
man. It was springtime when he died, April 13,1749, sym-
bolic of the springtime of his own life. He was the first of the
Bohemians to die in our Congregation. It could be said of
him that he left a memory of a young man who responded
with enthusiasm and joy in giving his life to his Marian vo-
cation.
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Father Isidor Taudt

As a witness in the beatification processes of our Founder
and that of Fr. Casimir, Isidor Taudt testified that he was one
of those Bohemians who responded to the Marian vocation
appeal of Fr. Polak in 1739. That year he joined the ranks of
the Marians with four other Bohemians and enriched the
community with his extraordinary intelligence and brilliance.

He was born in 1715, in a place called Nowy dom near
Prague. He was baptized George. When he came to the Mar-
ians he was 24 years of age and a graduate of the University
of Prague. Soon after completing his novitiate he was or-
dained a priest, and in 1743 he continued graduate studies
of philosophy in Skórzec. later, that same year, he was as-
signed to Góra Kalwaria where he assisted Fr. Casimir
Wyszyński as advisor and companion in visits to wealthy no-
bles to raise funds. 

In 1746, he became assistant superior to Fr. Casimir at
Góra Kalwaria while at the same time he taught philosophy
and was also spiritual director. At the annual congress of the
Marians in Puszcza Korabiewska on June 28, 1749, Fr. Taudt
was elected first superior of the new Marian foundation at
Raśna. He had to use all his skills of diplomacy and prudence
to smooth out some thorny and touchy problems with that
monastery’s benefactor George Matusiewicz. In the end he
was able to gain the confidence and esteem of the influential
Matusiewicz family. 

For a number of years he was a general councilor, and for
12 years he continued teaching philosophy and theology to
young Marian students. during his tenure as superior of
Raśna he was instrumental in furnishing the new monastery,
he established the largest and finest Marian library acquiring
for it very precious books. He also organized the major Mar-
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ian museum. At the urgent requests of Prince Czartoryski,
the Chancellor of the Grand duchy of lithuania, he had the
distinction of being the theologian at the royal court for 20
years. The financial remuneration he received enabled him
to support the Marian community.

during the examinations at the beatification processes
he submitted very extensive and important testimony. Be-
cause of his exceptional knowledge and prudence he was
raised to the dignity of Apostolic Protonotary and thus was
able to further the beatification causes of our Servants of
God. He personally knew Fr. Casimir Wyszyński and held
him in high esteem, convinced of his saintliness.

He died November 22, 1792, at the palace of Prince
Czartoryski in Warsaw. The expenses of his impressive fu-
neral were paid for by the Princess. He is buried in the Ca-
puchin Church in Warsaw. In the Marian necrology we read:
“Whatever distinction the Order possesses in the academic
or administration fields, it is due to him. He was zealous for
the common good and a true religious spirit. He effectively
fulfilled his duties of superior. He combined wisdom with
zeal; he radiated an exemplary life.”

Father Candidus Spourny

The second half of the 18th century brought about a cri-
sis in the life of many religious institutes serving in the for-
mer Polish-lithuanian Commonwealth. Its sources could
be seen primarily in the past age called the Saxon era. At
that time, religious Orders were severely censured by many
Enlightenment notables, who bemoaned the uselessness of
the latter. In addition, certain bishops, as well as the pro-
gressive members of the public, began advocating the need
for the Orders’ internal reform in keeping with the spirit
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of the times. The religious Order members were urged to
actively join in the work of renewing Polish society cultur-
ally and morally.

In these circumstances, the Marian Order, founded on
Polish soil more than 100 years before, decided to actively
respond to the challenges of the times. The problem of re-
newal had become its priority. A group of a few religious,
led by the newly elected Superior General, Fr. Raymond
Nowicki, dedicated themselves to that work. The reform
of the Order had two objectives: to modify the Constitu-
tions and to obtain independence from the Franciscans,
who hampered the development of the Marian Fathers by
treating them as their own, subordinate province.

Among these “Marian reformers” was a Czech, Fr. Can-
didus Spourny. He was a unique man and, as the archival
sources report, he enjoyed great respect and authority
within the Order. He served as secretary of the Order, as
well as – being a well-educated man with a doctoral degree
in Sacred Theology – taught philosophy and theology to
the Marian students for 22 years. Noteworthy is that his
Dissertationes – that is his doctoral thesis in today’s terms
– was released in print in Vilnius in 1755.

By the General Chapter’s decision of Oct. 26, 1776, Fr.
Candidus was appointed the general procurator and en-
trusted to work on the beatification processes of Fr. Pa-
pczyński and Fr. Wyszyński. With the goal to facilitate
contacts with the Holy See, Fr. Candidus also had to re-
sume the Marian Fathers’ efforts to obtain a place for their
permanent residence in Rome. Father John Niezabitowski
also went to Rome as his companion. They both arrived in
the Eternal City at the end of 1776, and took up temporary
lodgings in the Franciscan monastery, Aracoeli. Immedi-
ately after his arrival in Rome, Fr. Candidus began search-
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ing assiduously for a suitable permanent place for the Mar-
ian Fathers’ quarters.

His correspondence with the Superior General in
Poland and with Fr. Fischer in Portugal shows the progress
of his endeavors in the matter. late in the year 1777, Fr.
Spourny also learned that the Cistercians planned to sell
their monastery and the adjacent Saint Vitus Church. Fa-
ther Candidus’ efforts and his gift for winning people over
were the reason that he not only concluded the purchase
of the said monastery, but also secured for it the Arch-
bishop Charles Camuzi’s financial support, thus enabling
the Marians to take possession of the monastery and
church on July 14, 1779.

One of Fr. Candidus Spourny’s tasks during his stay in
Rome as general procurator was to prepare the legal doc-
umentation, which would allow the Marians to break away
from the Reformed Franciscans. This time-consuming
process which required considerable diplomatic skills, was
completed only in 1786 by Fr. Norbert Gołkowski – Fr.
Spourny’s successor in the office of general procurator .

Upon successfully settling the affairs in Rome, Fr.
Spourny and Fr. Niezabitowski had to go to Portugal, where
Fr. Candidus was to take over the office of superior of the
Marian monastery in Balsamão. However, this did not hap-
pen. As a result of his hot temper, Fr. Spourny clashed with
a lawyer over some financial issues involved in Fr.
Wyszyński’s beatification process. He was recalled to
Poland in 1783 because of this. Unfortunately, a decade
later, he left the Marian Order – perhaps due to some
unidentified personal crisis – and passed into the ranks of
the diocesan clergy in 1793.

during his six-year stay in Rome Fr. Candidus wrote 
at least 17 letters to the Superior General, Fr. Raymond 
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Nowicki and other Marian Fathers in Poland. These letters
are valuable sources of information about the reform of the
Order and contain suggestions and tips about gaining in-
dependence from the Franciscan Fathers. Father Spourny
wrote his letters in a colorful style; his audacious wording,
loaded with great emotional charge, testifies to his deep
concern for the matters of the Order.

Father Joseph Mraas

There had been two Marians
with the surname Mraas, both Bo-
hemians. Father Alexander Mraas,
who died in the fire which gutted
the monastery at Goźlin on May 16,
1769, was a professor of theology
and general secretary. during the
fire, he managed to save a good por-
tion of the monastery library before
he himself fell victim to the flames.

This brave effort of his was publicly ac knowledged at the
Congress of the Marians on July 25, 1775. Most probably, Fr.
Joseph Mraas was his nephew, who could have been inspired
to follow in his uncle’s footsteps on the occasion when Fr.
Alexander visited his family and friends in Bohemia in 1761.

There are no records to show when Joseph Mraas actu-
ally joined the Marians. However, at the General Chapter in
1788, he was already listed among the more distinguished
Fathers, and he was elected Vicar General and Visitator Gen-
eral. Upon the premature death of the General Superior, Fr.
Stanislaus Mogien (May 12, 1789), he was entrusted with the
office of Superior over the entire Order until the following
Chapter which was scheduled for 1791.
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While still Vicar General, Fr. Joseph Mraas proved him-
self to be an exceptional administrator. He settled all matters
pertaining to the ownership of properties held by the various
Marian monasteries. Furthermore, he had obtained royal ap-
proval of the Order.

Because of his extraordinary intellectual gifts and very
attrac tive personality, his gentle manners, his unaffected hu-
mility and prudence, he was especially beloved by his Marian
confreres as well as by lay people; in particular the upper
class, titled individuals, who extended every courtesy and
welcome to him.

It was no surprise then, that on September 21, 1791, at
the General Chapter he was elected to the office of General
Superior. He strongly resisted this election and tried by every
means to avoid accepting the burden of government as Gen-
eral. But, finally, for the good of the Order, he consented, but
on one condition: that he could continue to serve the breth -
ren with the title of Vicar General and not General Superior.
The spirit which prompted this attitude was his genuine hu-
mility and real conviction that Mary is the actual superior of
the Marians and he is only her vicar.

As General, his major concern and emphasis was the for-
mation of the young generation of Marians. In March 1792,
he sent a petition to the Holy See for dispensation of the
Marian clerics from the obligation of choir because they were
already overburdened with their studies and catechetical
apostolate. This would provide the young clerics with an op-
portunity for much needed free time and respite. By such pa-
ternal concern and solicitude, he won the whole hearted
confidence and affection of the Marian youth.

The Marian Statutes, dated August 18-25, 1791, contain
further evidence of his wise and benevolent rule. In them, he
outlined a comprehensive program and practical guide of
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studies for clerics, formation of novices, relationships to
benefactors, interior disci pline. In this last point he laid
strong emphasis that all superiors should treat their subjects
with gentleness. In collaboration with his general councilor,
Fr. Adam Matulewicz, he edited a new Marian ritual.

His manifold activities and especially his frequent travels,
resulted in a serious heart condition. For the purpose of a
much  needed rest, and to obtain the services of medical aid,
he set out for Vilnius. Along the way he stopped to visit with
Marian friends and benefactors, the Butler Szczytow family,
near Oszmiana. He died there on February 28, 1793, and was
buried in the parish church in Sobotniki.

Father Joseph Mraas was one of the most outstanding
Bohemian Marians. Of all the General Superiors, he has the
distinction of being the only Bohemian. The Marian necrol-
ogy contains an unusually long obituary in which his human
qualities and religious virtues are published with singular and
genuine affection.
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ItAlIAn MARIAns

Father Raphael de Buffa

The Vatican archives are gradually revealing interesting
insights into our past. For instance: the first Italian Marian.

In 1753, Fr. Casimir Wyszyński, the Marian general
procurator residing in Rome, wrote to the General Superior
in Poland: “Father Alexis [Fischer] soon has to leave Rome.
He takes with him as companion an Italian aspirant to our
Order, a young man of good character and recommended by
a dignitary. I, too, recommend him to you. He may be of great
service later in Rome and very helpful in promoting our
Order.”

This young man was Giovanni Battista (Raphael in reli-
gion) de Buffa, 21 years of age at the time. On September 2,
1753, together with Fr. Fischer, he arrived at the Marian
monastery at the Korabiew Forest in Poland to begin his no -
vi tiate. The letter of recommendation was from Cardinal
Cavalchini, who wrote an exceptional letter of introduction:
“... I entrust this fine man to your paternal solicitude. Be very
kind and charitable to him, especially because he will be so
far from home. Again and again I plead your fatherly con-
cern, not because there is any need for it, but rather, that you
may be impressed how much I value him and wish him and
your Order every blessing from the lord.”

young Giovanni was born in 1732, in the diocese of Tori -
no, in northern Italy. It seems he had already been a student
of theology in Rome, because in June 1755, we find him in
the Marian monastery at Skórzec as a priest. For some time



he was secretary to the General Superior. during the 1757
General Chapter, he and Fr. Fischer were chosen to go to Por-
tugal to continue the work initiated by Fr. Casimir there.
They left in November of 1757, and arrived in Balsamão on
March 8, 1758. For a brief period of time he had been supe-
rior in Balsamão.

For the most part, he lived in lisbon, making efforts
through Marian friends there to establish legal residence for
the Marians in Portugal. Father de Buffa was highly esteemed
and loved by all, particularly by the Portuguese Marians.
While in lisbon, he was appointed procurator of Fr.
Wyszyński’s beatification process. He never returned to his
native Italy, but died in lisbon on September 3, 1782, and
was buried there in the chapel of the Capuchins. There are
over 30 of his letters in our archives.

Father Giovanni Bondi

Italian Marian vocations about which we have docu-
mented evidence date from 1731-1733. This was the period
when Fr. Casimir Wyszyński resided in Rome as general
procurator. He succeeded in establishing a residence for the
Marians and set about to recruit vocations from among Ital-
ians. Unfortunately, the General Administration (in Poland)
did not accept the conditions laid down by the Marquis
Christopher Cenci with respect to the permanent lease of
the chapel, Madonna dei Cerchi, and the adjacent buildings.
As a result, those candidates who responded to Fr.
Wyszyński’s vocation efforts eventually left the Order. He
himself returned to Poland in 1733.

More numerous Italian vocations to the Marians begin
in 1779, after the Marians established their residence at the
Sts. Vitus, Modestus, and Crescentius Church. At the head
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of the list we have Giovanni Antonio Bondi (in religion
known as Aloysius Felix). He was born in 1756, in Farezzano,
the Province of Tuscany. His parents were domenico Bondi
and Maria Giovanna Pacetti. He received the Marian habit
in Rome at the St. Vitus Church in 1799 and soon was sent
to Balsamão (Portugal) for his novitiate training. He arrived
there March 5, 1780. After his religious profession he re-
turned to Rome in July 1781, where he prepared himself for
priestly ordination.

On August 25, 1781 he received first tonsure in the pri-
vate chapel of Bishop Francesco Antonio Maruzzi of the Im-
maculate Conception, the Auxiliary to the Pope’s Vicar for
Rome. The next day he received minor orders of porter and
lector, and September 2, the orders of exorcist and acolyte.
Soon afterwards, on September 22, he received by special
dispensation the sub-diaconate in the lateran Basilica from
Archbishop Neocesare Geronmino Volpi. On September 30,
he was ordained a deacon by the Archbishop Pergen Francesco
Piccolomini (in his private chapel). He was ordained a priest
on October 28, 1781, in the Marian church of St. Vitus by
Archbishop Carlo Camuzzi, Patriarch of Antioch, friend and
benefactor of the Marians. Present for the occasion were Fr.
Candidus Spourny, general procurator, and Fr. Seraphim Ba-
ciarelli, priest of the diocese of Rome.

After ordination, Archbishop Camuzzi and the newly or-
dained were guests of honor at a festive dinner. We have de-
tailed records which show that the expenses for the meal
were equivalent to one-sixth of the monthly expenses of a re-
ligious community comprising six members. Chocolate (a
rare and sumptuous treat) was served as a special mark of
gratitude.

�75�



Sad to say, Fr. Bondi did not persevere as a Marian. In
1782 he transferred to the Benedictine Order in Vallombrosa
(Florence).

On the basis of documents researched in archives, this
was the only Marian ordination in the St. Vitus Church in
Rome. Other Italian Marians made their novitiate in Poland
where they were also ordained. 
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the hIstoRy oF vARIous houses

Establishment of a House in Rome

Twice in his lifetime our Founder visited Rome – first as
a Piarist and again as a Marian, seeking approval of the Insti-
tute. His succes sor – and one of the most active Marians after
Fr. Stanislaus – was Fr. Joachim Kozłowski. He also visited
Rome twice, each time seeking approval of the Marian Order.
Neither one intended, however, to start a Marian foundation
in Rome. It was only in 1731 when Fr. Casimir Wyszyński had
come to Rome for the third time that efforts were made to es-
tablish the Marians permanently in the Eternal City, with the
hope of attracting other vocations to the Order.

On July 9, 1731, Fr. Casimir signed a contract with Mar-
quis Christopher Cenci to take possession of the chapel of

Saint Vitus Church in Rome. 
lithograph by G. Vasi, 1756.



Our lady “dei Cerchi” and all the buildings which formed
the chapel property owned by the Marquis. A few days later,
on July 16, Fr. Casimir took possession of the chapel with the
ritual-like gesture of touching its walls and, after receiving
the keys from the Marquis, opening and closing the doors of
the chapel.

According to the law, the property had to remain in the
estate of the Marquis Cenci. However, it was given to the
Marians for perpetual use upon annual payment of 15 Rom -
an escudi, provided the general council in Poland confirmed
the contract. Unfortu nately, after two years, Fr. Casimir was
obliged to end the contract because of disagreement on the
part of the general council. The place was not conducive to
good health, infecting the Marians who lived there with
malaria. Some Italian and Spanish candidates for the Order
died there from malaria. Father Casimir left Rome, and re-
turned to Poland in 1733.

Today, the chapel of the Madonna “dei Cerchi,” situated
in the back of the Circus Maximus, is in ruins: its well pre-
served walls have been turned into a warehouse. There had
been a miraculous picture of Mary enshrined in the chapel,
but because it was profaned by non-Christian youngsters, it
was transferred to the church of Our lady in Vincis.

Saint Vitus Church together with its famous painting
of Our Lady Immaculately Conceived, Rome, Italy

After two unsuccessful attempts (1731-33, and 1751-53)
to find a permanent residence for the Marians in Rome, the
General Chapter in 1776 appointed Frs. Candidus Spourny
and John Niezabitowski to go to Rome. They were assigned
primarily to promote the causes of beatification of Fr. Found -
er and Fr. Casimir Wyszyński. Mean while, they were to look
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again for some church and convent as permanent headquar-
ters in the Eternal City. At the end of 1776 those two Fathers
came to Rome and stayed for some time with the Francis-
cans at Aracoeli. Father Candidus immediately started ef-
forts to find some place for the Marians. From the letters
sent by him to the General Superior in Poland and to Fr. Fis-
cher in Portugal, we know that he tried to acquire the church
and convent of Santa Maria in Navicella. (Father Casimir
Wyszyński had earlier made similar efforts.) At the end of
1777, he found that the Cistercians intended to sell their
mon astery. 

It was attached to the an-
cient church of St. Vitus which
dates back to the eighth cen-
tury. On February 23, 1779,
Pope Pius VI, in an Apostolic
Brief, gave permission to the
Cisterci ans to sell their mon -
astery to the Marians. The
price was 2,200 scudi. Of this,
1,000 was payable upon signing
the contract of purchase. The
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documents were signed on July 12, 1779, and the Marians
took possession on July 14,1779. The balance was paid in in-
stallments on August 4, 1781, and december 29, 1781.

Even in those days money was not easy to come by. The
Marians from Poland were able to send only 500 scudi; the
rest was paid by Archbishop Carlo Camuzi, a friend of the
Marians, particularly of Fr. Candidus. Financial arrange-
ments between Archbishop Camuzi and the Marians subse-
quently became a big headache. Unfortunately, they became
entangled in financial problems be tween the Archbishop and
the Polish Prince, August Sułkowski, who took out a loan
from the Archbishop and then wouldn’t repay it. The Mari-
ans, unwisely, promised to get the Prince to return his loan.
It was on this condition the Archbishop offered money to
buy the monastery. This money was also offered under still
more binding conditions: the Marians would pay an annual
6% interest, they would say Mass after the death of the Arch-
bishop in perpetuity, and, finally, the Archbishop be allowed
to live in the ‘monastery of St. Vitus, gratis, till his death.

As it turned out, neither the Archbishop nor the Marians
ever retrieved the money lent to Prince Sułkowski. The
Archbishop found residence at the convent of Santa Maria
in Trivio, where he died on October 6, 1788.

Because of these and other financial troubles, Fr. Spourny
was recalled from Rome by the General Superior and trans-
ferred to Poland in 1783. Father Norbert Gołkowski was sent
to replace him. He died in Rome in 1788. His place was taken
by Fr. Thaddeus Białowieski, who stayed at St. Vitus till he
was elected General Superior in 1793. After him, Fr. Silvester
lechniewicz was appointed procura tor and superior at St.
Vitus. It was he who, with other Marians, was expelled from
Rome in 1798 when the city was taken by Napoleon.
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In december 1781, at the main
altar of the church of St. Vitus, the fa-
mous painting of the Blessed Virgin
Mary Immaculately Conceived was
installed. The image was paint ed in a
classical style by a Polish paint er and
illustrator, Franciszek Smuglewicz
who was commissioned by the Mar-
ian Fathers. He was born on Oct. 6,
1745 in Warsaw, and died in Vilnius
on Sept. 18, 1807.

From 1763-1784, Smuglewicz
stayed in Rome, where he honed his
painting skills by attending, among
others, the Academy of St. luke,
thanks to a scholarship granted by
the Polish King Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski. While
living in Rome, the artist undertook to paint an image of
Our lady at the request of the Marians, Fr. John Niez-
abitowski and Fr. Candidus Spourny. They had originally
commissioned a Roman artist to do it. However, for un-
known reasons the artist did not perform the work, despite
accepting a down payment. Remarkably, modern Italian
publications have erroneously attributed the authorship of
this painting to Pietro Gagliardi who lived from 1809-1890.

The Marians never returned to St. Vitus. Today the
church serves as the auxiliary parish church to the Basilica
of St. Mary Major, and the monastery is the parish office and
rectory. The ancient church is undergoing extensive re-con-
struction. Under the direction of Italy’s department for the
preservation of historical monuments, skilled artisans have
worked to restore it to its original splendor.
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Origin of the monastery in Raśna

In his concern for the expansion of the Congregation, Fr.
Casimir established the first Marian foundation outside
Poland in the territory of Grand duchy of lithuania. The ac-
tual benefactor (founder) was George Matuszewicz, district
governor of Stoklin, in the general location of Raśna, near the
town of Wysokie litewskie, in Polesie. George Matuszewicz
promised this foundation in 1735, after meeting Fr.
Wyszyński, who, at the time, was collecting funds for Marian
monasteries, which always needed support. Teresa Kempska,
wife of Matuszewicz, was strongly opposed to this foun -
dation. She accused her husband and, later on, her son Mar-
tin, of extravagance and distribution of the estate. She was
incensed against her husband and the Marians on account of
this proposed foundation in Raśna, to such a degree that, after
it was established, she never again set foot in Raśna, remain-
ing till her death at the family estate Gaślice near Plock.

Additional difficulties coming from ecclesiastical author-
ities had to be overcome. In a special way, Reverend ludwik
Riaucour, the senior officer of the diocesan Chancery in
Janow, in the name of the Bishop of luck (Kobielski) strenu-
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ously opposed the Marians settling in Raśna. He imposed
church penalties and even ex com mun ication on Matuszewicz
because he had not obtained permission of eccle siastical au-
thorities before he began to construct the church and mon -
astery. Matuszewicz himself interceded with the Apostolic
Nunciature as did also Prince Michael Czartoryski, friend of
Fr. Wyszyński, with the result that the excommunication was
lifted and Matuszewicz was instructed to petition the neces-
sary permission to establish this foundation. 

After the authorization was given, the church was built in
honor of St. Anne, as well as a big monastery which, according
to the agreed covenant, was to house, perman ently, eight
Marian priests.

In 1747, Bishop Kobielski signed the document whereby
the Marians were permitted to take up residence in Raśna.
However, this entire matter was protracted till 1749 when,
upon the request of Fr. Wyszyński, Bishop Francis Kobielski
personally came to Raśna and, on June 8,1749, consecrated
the church and solemnly installed the Marians in their new
foundation. Father Wyszyński took part in these festivities.

The first superior in Raśna was Fr. Isidor Taudt, a Bo-
hemian. His vicar, also a Bohemian, was Fr. Benedict Honnig.
In addition, there were two more priests, both Bohemians,
and four clerics, students of philosophy. Because, on the basis
of the agreement for the foundation, eight priests were to re-
side in the monastery, assigning these four student clerics
provoked a conflict with the founder. He insisted that the
clerics be removed and four priests be sent in their place. He
threatened to nullify the foundation. The conflict was even-
tually resolved by sending three priests and one lay brother.
After the death of the benefactor, in 1754, the situation im-
proved considerably so that the Marians had, for a long time,
a school of philosophy for their clerics in Raśna. Further-
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more, they conducted a small school there with a dispensary.
After 1795, the monastery in Raśna was the provincial head-
quarters for the Russian province of the Immaculate Con-
ception, until the suppression of 1864.

In 1923, the renewed Marian Congregation regained
possession of the Raśna monastery where a juniorate for
prospective candi dates was set up, and later on a novitiate,
which was subsequently transferred to Skórzec in 1933
where it functions to this day.

Until 1939, the monastery in Raśna served as a summer
resi dence for Marian students of the Polish Province. during
World War II in 1945, the church and monastery were de-
stroyed. Consumed by fire were the library and many valu-
able paintings, the work of the celebrated Marian artist,
religious brother Francis Niemirowski.

The Raśna monastery was one of the larger and better
equipped Marian monasteries. Today, only ruins and mem-
ories remain.

Marijampole

The second foundation procured by Fr. C. Wyszyński
was at Staropol in lithuania. This foundation developed into
a city and was called Marijampole. The foundress of this
monastery was the Countess Frances Butler (neé Szczuka),
widow of Anthony Butler, administra tor of Prienai. 

The following is an account of how Fr. Wyszyński hap-
pened to meet Frances Butler. Father Casimir was a friend of
Theodore Czarto ryski, Bishop of Poznan. This latter intro-
duced Fr. Casimir to his brother, Michael, later the Chancel-
lor of the Grand duchy of lithuania. Michael Czartoryski
was highly impressed by the spiritual and intellectual quali-
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ties of Fr. Wyszyński – so that he requested a Marian as chap-
lain to his family. Father Benedict Honnig, a Bohemian, was
appointed in 1749 as theologian and court chaplain. When
he accompanied Czartoryski on one of his hunting trips, Fr.
Benedict met the Countess Frances Butler. She told him of
her intention to build a church in Kwieciszki and to invite
some religious to shepherd the local people since their own
parish church in Prienai was much too distant. Father Hon-
nig referred this to Fr. Wyszyński, who was General Superior
at the time. Father Casimir personally went to lithua nia.
After speaking with the Countess Butler and viewing the pro -
posed site for the foundation, Fr. Casimir promised to send
a Marian priest, with others to follow later.

In April 1750, Fr. Adalbert Strach, a Bohemian, together
with a lay brother, took up residence in Staropol. Two years
later, a second priest was assigned there. As the Marian
Community increased, a novitiate was established for lith -
uanian candidates. In 1758, the Marians were solemnly in-
stalled in the newly-constructed monas tery. Father Wyszyński
was not present at those solemnities. He had died in Portu-
gal in 1755, far away from this monastery which was so dear
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to his heart. In fact, he had expressed a desire to be buried
there. Perhaps in a prophetic spirit, he foresaw the crucial
role the Marijampole monastery would play in the history
of the Marian Congregation; how it would be instrumental
in saving the Order from extinction. Indeed, Marijampole
was the only Marian monas tery which, in 1864, was not sup-
pressed. The last Superior of the monastery, who was also
General Superior Fr. Vincent Sękowski (Senkus), had the joy
of seeing with his own eyes the re-birth of the Marian Con-
gregation. At the funeral of this last “white” Marian in 1911,
none of those present had any idea that secretly Marian con-
freres were escorting their father to his eternal resting place.

The Marians had re-established possession of the Mari-
jampole monastery in 1917. In a very short time the existing
building was too small to accommodate the candidates seek-
ing admission. The mon astery had to be enlarged. Soon, a
high school for boys was opened, then a print shop and other
handicrafts – among which were the celebrated furniture
shop, the shoe shop, the tailor shop, and the model farm. In
the years preceding the Second World War (1939 1945), there
were eighty Marians living at Marijampole.

The Marians were forced to leave Marijampole during
that war. At present, although scattered, they are working
through lithuania and Russia. The tomb of Archbishop
George still attracts many of his sons to Marijampole. They
are confident that the day will dawn when once again they
will all be gathered around the Servant of God, returning
there where so many illustrious Marians worked, prayed, suf-
fered, and now lay in peace: Father A. Strach, J. Wasilewski,
R. Nowicki, W. Sękowski, and many others. How else can it
be since the glorious soul of Casimir Wyszyński lovingly
watches over this his favorite monastery.
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Berezdov

The Berezdov foundation was endowed by Prince Jan 
Kajetan Jabłonowski. We have no information in regard to how
Fr. Wyszyński met the Prince Jabłonowski, district governor
of Bratslav,4 who promised the Marians a church and mon -
astery in Berezdov on property owned by him. The founda-
tion was to be under the patronage of the Immaculate
Con ception of the Virgin Mary. The city of Berezdov, at the
time, had about 3,500 inhabitants and was situated several
kilometers from the city of Korzec.

In his official letter, dated April 14, 1755, and addressed
to Fr. Cajetan Wetycki, the Marian General Superior, Prince
Jabłonowski wrote that he had promised the Marians to
endow a monastery and he would like to have seven Marians
permanently assigned there to sing God’s praises and to
spread devotion to Mary’s Immaculate Conception.

That monastery must already have been built in 1755,
since on June 28 of that year. Father Benon Bujalski was as-
signed as the first superior of that new foundation. He had
just returned from Portu gal, whither he accompanied Fr.
Wyszyński in 1753. Besides Fr. Bujalski, two other priests,
Gregory Olszewski and Joachim Sta niewski and Br. Onufry
Kierski were also sent to Berezdov. The Marians served the
local inhabitants, especially assisting pas tors in the vicinity
and from 1775 they, themselves, administered a parish of
about 1,350 souls.

When the Marians were finally separated from the Fran-
ciscans, they requested permission to open a novitiate in
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Berezdov for local vocations. We have no knowledge why
this project was never realized. It so happened that the Mar-
ians had a number of vocations from Vohlynia and some of
them were of the Eastern Rite.

In 1831, the Tsarist government closed the monastery,
although the Marians still continued to reside there until
1833. The confiscated Marian estate was transferred by the
government to an official named Polakov. Nevertheless, in
spite of all this, even in 1852, two Marians still lived in the
region of Vohlynia with the Capuchins. In Chodorkow, Fr.
Anthony Jastrzębski, and in Brusilov, Fr. Stanislaus Pórzycki,
General Superior. Both of them were exiled from the Skórzec
monastery by the Tsarist government.

In 1751, Fr. Wyszyński had obtained a foundation in 
Ostrzyków- Samczyki, situated also in the region of Volhynia.
The founder of this endowment was Fr. Casimir Chojecki
whose brother Peter and son Joseph (Vincent in religion)
were Marians. The Chojecki family built the church and
monastery and gave the Marians a large farm, pastureland,
fish ponds, and deposited the sum of 10,000 zlotys in trust.
In the church there was a miraculous picture of Our lady
which attracted numerous pilgrims from Volhynia. This
Marian foun dation was one of the wealthiest. Unfortunately,
it was short-lived. As a result of a court case which the 
Chojęckis lost to the lubo mirski family, the latter refused to
honor this foundation and the monastery with all its estate.
The last superior of this monastery was Fr. Meklemberg
(from Warmia). This all happened after the death of the
founder, Casimir Chojęcki. The Marians vacated the mon -
astery and the church, returning them to the Princess
lubomirski – with the stipulation that the furniture, machin-
ery, locks, door knobs, bolts, windows, etc., be transported
at her expense by wagon to the Chojęcki residence in Mo-
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towidlów. Thus, not a trace was left of the Marians in 
Samczyki-Ostrzyków.

The Marian monasteries in Berezdov and Samczyki-
Ostrzy ków were the first mission outposts extended far into
the East. It was only after the Renewal that the Marians sent
some of their missionar ies farther east – all the way to
Harbin, Manchuria, where they met a similar fate as that of
the Marians in the region of Volhynia in the 18th century. It
must be said that all of them, the former and the latter, ful-
filled their duties with courage and are gratefully remem-
bered in the history of the Order.
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